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For many families, traditions related to celebrating 
Easter include dying Easter eggs. Growing up, 
my family was content to use the dye tablets that 
come in purchased kits with their traditional five 
cheerful colors. That is until, as a young child, I was 
introduced to the beauty of the Ukrainian Easter 
Egg. The tradition in Ukraine has been to prepare 
these intricately decorated Easter eggs, known as 
pysanka, during Holy Week. The word pysanka 
comes from the verb pysaty, which means “to 
write.” My father took a Community Ed class to 
learn how to make Ukrainian Easter Eggs and 
then taught my family how to create these intricate 
patterns on the fragile shell of a hollowed egg.

The process to make them takes patience and 
practice. The designs are written on the eggs with 
beeswax using a stylus tool called a kitstka and 
then the eggs are dipped in dyes of progressively 
darker shades. The final step is to remove the 
layers of beeswax to reveal a beautiful design.
As I write this, a week has passed since Russia 
invaded Ukraine. I’ll admit that my knowledge of 
Ukrainian people and culture is limited and, yet, 
I am extremely aware of the suffering that this 
invasion is causing to its people. I am gripped by 
developing news causing ripple effects across 
the world, and I am amazed at the strength of 
the Ukrainian people in their resistance to this 
invasion. I am praying especially for those who 
are experiencing unimaginable suffering.

As we approach Easter, we are mindful in Holy 
Week of the suffering that is endured by Christ 
prior to his death and resurrection. The season of 
Lent allows us to draw closer to the cross where 
God experiences the depths of our suffering and 
will, through Christ’s resurrection, bring us hope 
and new life.
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In researching the 
Ukrainian Easter egg, 
I learned of a popular, old 
pysanky legend. “It tells of a 
young woman who was on her 
way home from the market in town. 
She had with her a jug of fresh water 
for her journey and a basket of eggs. On her way 
she met a stranger sitting on a rock. Thinking he 
must be a tired traveler, she offered him a drink of 
her water. When he handed the water back to her, 
she was surprised to see that he had wounds on 
his hands. The stranger said nothing, but got up 
and went in the opposite direction of the young 
woman. When she arrived home, she uncovered 
her basket and discovered her eggs had been 
turned into beautiful pysanky. The stranger, of 
course, had been Jesus Christ, and that was the 
first Easter morning.” 

This story is one of hope for Ukraine. As I hear it, 
I am reminded of the power of this 
Easter good news. The One 
who has known suffering and 
death is sure to offer the 
people of Ukraine, you, and 
me a future with hope in 
resurrection and new life. 

Pastor Anjanette Bandel



The Catechism and You!
Summer Book Study: Summer Book Study: 

Spring
Concert

Coming Soon!Summer Act ivities 

Holy Strollers (Walking Group): 
The walks will be held on Thursday mornings 
at 9 am, May 26 through August 25, at 
various locations throughout Rochester. 
All experience levels are welcome. 

Bethel Bikers: The Bethel bicycling group 
will meet weekly on Tuesday evenings at 6:30 
pm at a variety of locations around Rochester 
from June 7 through August 9.

Spring and summer are right around the corner and so are Bethel’s health and wellness 
activities for 2022. The following three activities are planned for the summer months: 

If you would like more information or are 
interested in participating in one or more 
of the groups, contact Kathy Ferguson, 
RN, Parish Nurse by phoning the 
church office 507 288 6430 or by email: 
ferguson@bethellutheran.com.

Bethel Hikers: Hikes will take place 
monthly on a Saturday morning at 9 am 
in June, July, and August at locations 
around Rochester. 

In the introduction to his Large Catechism, Luther 
wrote: “…I must still read and study the catechism 
daily, and yet I cannot master it as I wish, but must 
remain as a child and pupil of the catechism – and 
I do so gladly…”  May we at Bethel continue also to 
remain as children and pupils of the catechism!

Join Pastor Jason as we open up both the Small 
and the Large Catechisms – and hear the God’s 
law and gospel in a whole new way.  You can read 
as much or as little as you like – no memorization 
required (though it never hurts!).  We’ll gather for five 
Wednesday evenings this summer at 6 pm: 
June 8th, 15th, 22nd, July 6th, and 20th.  

Last summer was the debut of “Concerts in the 
Courtyard: Brock Besse & Friends.”  We are delighted 
to offer these concerts in the upcoming months 
of June and July of 2022!  Dates and times will be 
announced in May.  These concerts have been a 
great way to enjoy fellowship, Bethel’s beautiful 
Courtyard and the gifts and talents of local musicians.  
Both concerts will feature a unique concert of varied 
soloists and musicians.  Bethel values the gifts of 
artists and musicians in the community. Plan to bring 
a lawn chair and attend both concerts to experience 
the variety of music and a beautiful evening outside.  
The concerts will be free of charge!

                       The Bethel Music Department  
                       will be giving a “Spring Concert”    
                       on Wednesday, May 18, 2022 
                  at 7 pm.  The Chancel Choir, Bethel 
Ringers, Blessings, Sing For Joy and Bethel 
Brass will be joined by a few other small 
ensembles to present an evening of song, 
scripture and a few congregational hymns.  

It has been a blessing to present musical 
offerings in person throughout this church 
year, and we are delighted to be able to end 
the season with a culmination of talent from 
all of our active ensembles.  This is a free 
concert.  Please join us!

                  Luther’s catechisms are more than    
                   just books to memorize.  Gleaned  
                   from scripture, they provide the nuts 
                  and bolts of the Christian faith and  
                belief for daily peace.   

This summer we’ll be taking an introductory 
look at a couple of Martin Luther’s most used 
and known works: Luther’s Small Catechism 
(the basics of the Christian Faith in a nutshell, 
published for use in the family and the church) 
and Luther’s Large Catechism (the big brother 
to the small, covering the same territory but with 
more commentary and depth).  
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Project Update

Bethel kids and youth 
are going to camp!

Progress continues to be made on the Rebuild, 
Restore, Renew project to repair and update 
the 1991 addition. You have likely noticed a 
vast improvement in the overall aesthetic of the 
building and the look of one cohesive church! 
Among many other improvements, we have been 
enjoying the color transformation of the exterior 
structure and beautiful new windows! While much 
of the exterior work has been done, you will notice 
work still being completed throughout the spring 
with an expected completion date of May 2022. 
Bethel has been blessed once again by a 
generous congregation, to date raising a total of 
$57,500 for these important repairs and updates. 
As a reminder, the 2020 budget surplus was set 

• 7th & 8th Grade (Fall 2022) staff and Pastors will be    
   kicking off a new confirmation year by attending      
   confirmation camp at Good Earth  Village June 19th – 
   24th. We are so excited to get back to this tradition! 
• Christikon, July 16th-24th: High school youth will travel 
   to Montana for a week of hiking and backpacking at 
   Christikon Lutheran Bible Camp.
• 8th Grade Bethel Explorer’s Retreat at Good Earth 
   Village, August 7th-10th: current 8th graders are invited 
   to a special half-week camp full of outdoor fun! Youth   
   will celebrate 2 years of confirmation and learn about 
   high school ministry at Bethel.
• 1st – 6th Grader (Fall 2022) can go to Good Earth Village  
   Day Camp @ Bethel Aug. 1st – 5th! We will even take a  
   bus to camp one day. Registration starts May 1st.

aside to help to cover the cost of this anticipated 
project. At the Annual Meeting at the end of 
January, the congregation voted in favor of securing 
a low interest advance through Thrivent Financial to 
cover $200,000 of the cost of the project. 

We continue to ask for your prayerful consideration 
in helping fund this project as we still have 
about $20,000 to raise. Gifts of all amounts are 
welcomed. Donations by cash, check, or online 
accepted. Please put in memo line “3R Project.” 
Online donations can be made at www.bit.ly/
bethelgiveonline. Thank you for all the ways you 
continue to support this project that has and will 
continue to have a big impact on preserving our 
building and being an inviting space to all. A big 
thank you to our wonderful Properties Team for 
their extensive efforts overseeing this project!

All parents/guardians of middle Schoolers 
(grades 6-8) are invited! Join us to help 
grow a group that would give parents a 
chance to share fellowship, friendship 
and faith development while exploring 
Christian parenting topics. Questions? 
Interested in joining? Contact Julie Allhiser 
(allhiser@bethellutheran.com)  or Kari 
Takihashi (ppkt09@aol.com).

High School youth will be gathering the third 
Saturday of every month to serve together! 
Service opportunities will be different each 
month so youth will have the chance to 
serve in different ways and support multiple 
causes in the coming months. Our first 
service opportunity was at LifeGate Services 
Food Shelf. In April, we will be having 
meeting at the church to make blankets for 
Project Linus. Please pre-register for these 
opportunities through our CYF webpage and 
contact Kelsie Watkins with any questions.

   Monumental VBS Celebrating God’s  
   Greatness is coming to Bethel! Mark 
     your calendars for June 27th 
     – 30th, 9 am - noon. 
     Children who turned 
                3 by Sept. 1st, 2021 
     (Pre-K 3 Sun. School 
age) – 4th Grade (21/22 school year) can register as 
participants. The cost for participants is $20 and includes 
a CD. Scholarships are available. 5th Graders (21/22) – 
adults can volunteer in a variety of ways. We will have 
decoration workshops and decorating days in early June 
for 5th grade and up to help. Online registration will open 
by May 1st. If you have questions about VBS, please 
contact Susan Larson (slarson@bethellutheran.com).

vbs



Palm/Passion Weekend Worship: 
4/9 - 6 pm | 4/10 - 9*   am, 10:10 am & 10:30 am
Maundy Thursday Worship (With Communion):
4/14 - Noon & 6  pm
Good Friday Worship: 4/15 - 3 pm & 6*  pm
Easter Eve Service (With Communion):
4/16 - 6 pm

Easter: 4/17 (All services with Holy Communion)
- Sunrise Worship, 6:30 am
- Easter Worship, 8 am, 9:30*  am & 11 am
- Gate of Life Worship Service, 10:10 am 

*Service with a Sign Language Interpreter

  Live-stream services through our YouTube 
  channel (Videos of the services will be 
  posted on our website: bethellutheran.com)
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Bethel youth will be creating and hosting 
prayer stations that will walk our congregation 
members through Holy week in a very 
engaging and interactive way. Each station will 
share scripture, offer an activity and give time 
for reflection. Families will receive a few items 
to take with them as they Worship through 
Holy week to Easter. The prayer stations will 
start in room 100 and lead folks down to youth 
hall. Bethel youth will be offered service hours 
to come and help us set the stations up. They 
will also have opportunities to be a host at 
a station on Sunday. Please join us on Palm 
Sunday for this special experience! 

Stations

Recurring 
Services:

Prayer

Saturday Evening Worship
6 pm in Sanctuary

Sunday Morning Worship
9*  am & 10:30 am in Sanctuary

10:10 am in Chapel (Gate of Life)

Join us for Holy Week and Easter!

For more information on events, please visit 
www.bethellutheran.com/calendar-events Youth Hosted 

Prayer Stations: 
Sunday, April 10th 
8:45-11:45 am
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