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Dear Bethel Members and Friends,
We spend a great deal of energy managing our 
time. Different seasons of life fill our time with a 
variety of responsibilities related to work, family, 
and recreation. I have read my share of time 
management books over the years and some are 
more helpful than others. However, a few years 
ago I was introduced to an author, Kendra Adachi, 
who wrote the book, “The Lazy Genius.” The tag 
line of her proposed method of managing life is 
to learn how to “be a genius about the things that 
matter and lazy about the things that don’t!” There 
is wisdom in that attention-grabbing statement. It is 
true that some things matter more than other things 
in life. We will always need to sort through the 
focus of our attention to determine what is not as 
deserving of our time.

What matters to people of faith is the grace given 
in Jesus Christ. This is always worth our time and 
attention.

No matter our season of life, there is a constant 
of 24 hours given to us each day. That does not 
change. We mark time chronologically and manage 
it that way, too. Every year the church’s celebration 
of the season of Advent challenges this approach 
to time. We are invited to consider God’s time as it 
relates to the gift of a Savior... because we know it 
matters to us and to the world.

The Apostle Paul reflects on this in his letter to the 
church in Galatia, “But when the fullness of time 
had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, in order to redeem  . . . .” 
(Galatians 4:4-7).  God’s people had longed 
for a Messiah to come on their clock, but 
ultimately it was about a promise that would 
be fulfilled in God’s divine timing.  

As we move into a “new year” on the 
church calendar this Advent and then a 
new chronological calendar year, may 
we be attentive to the gift of faith that 
we know matters and let go of those 
things that distract us along the 
way. As proclaimed in a popular 
Christmas song, “it’s the most 
wonderful time of the year.” This 
is true! For we have the enduring 
gift of a Savior born for you and 
for me so that we might have 
fullness of life.

Christmas
Worship

Join Us For
Christmas Eve Worship: 3 pm, 4:30 pm, & 6 pm

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship: 11 pm

Christmas Day Worship with Communion: 10 am



  Sunday School    
Christmas 
  Program 
Dec. 18th 
@ 1:30 PM

Our Sunday School children Our Sunday School children 
will present a Christmas will present a Christmas 
Program with narrators and Program with narrators and 
actors telling the story of actors telling the story of 
Jesus’ birth. If your 3rd or Jesus’ birth. If your 3rd or 
4th Grader is interested in 4th Grader is interested in 
having a role as narrator or having a role as narrator or 
character, please contact character, please contact 
Susan Larson. We will have a Susan Larson. We will have a 
cookie and punch reception cookie and punch reception 
following the program. The following the program. The 
children will also sing in children will also sing in 
worship on Dec. 11th to worship on Dec. 11th to 
practice one of the songs.practice one of the songs.

Bethel’s youth will be creating Christmas cards and Bethel’s youth will be creating Christmas cards and 
cookie plates for our Bethel members that are home cookie plates for our Bethel members that are home 
bound over the Holidays again this year.  Families bound over the Holidays again this year.  Families 
can donate cookies and Bethel youth can sign up to can donate cookies and Bethel youth can sign up to 
create cards that will be included with a beautiful poinsettia in deliveries to create cards that will be included with a beautiful poinsettia in deliveries to 
the members in December. Cookies will be collected from the youth and the members in December. Cookies will be collected from the youth and 
congregation December 10-11.congregation December 10-11.

&

A Message from the Endowment Committee

Advent is a season of waiting and expectation for the gift of the promised One, Jesus Advent is a season of waiting and expectation for the gift of the promised One, Jesus 
Christ. As Paul writes in Galatians 4:4, “But when the fullness of time had come, God Christ. As Paul writes in Galatians 4:4, “But when the fullness of time had come, God 
sent his Son. . . .”  With our busy lives, we know about the fullness of time and so sent his Son. . . .”  With our busy lives, we know about the fullness of time and so 
does God.  God’s divine timing will be our focus this Advent. Join us as we anticipate does God.  God’s divine timing will be our focus this Advent. Join us as we anticipate 
together the coming of Christ into the world with these weekly themes:together the coming of Christ into the world with these weekly themes:
• Nov. 27         “Time to Keep Awake”                      • Dec. 4          “Time to Prepare” • Nov. 27         “Time to Keep Awake”                      • Dec. 4          “Time to Prepare” 
• Dec. 11         “Time to Be Patient”                          • Dec. 18        “Time to Go”• Dec. 11         “Time to Be Patient”                          • Dec. 18        “Time to Go”
God’s Word is fulfilled in the coming of Jesus Christ—make time to attend worship and God’s Word is fulfilled in the coming of Jesus Christ—make time to attend worship and 
give thanks together this Advent season.give thanks together this Advent season.

Bethel’s Children’s Ministry is hosting an Advent Celebration for ALL AGES in the Bethel’s Children’s Ministry is hosting an Advent Celebration for ALL AGES in the 
Commons on November 27th from 9:45 – 10:45 am. Families can come to assemble Commons on November 27th from 9:45 – 10:45 am. Families can come to assemble 
an Advent @ Home Kit with items they would like to use. There will be an Advent craft an Advent @ Home Kit with items they would like to use. There will be an Advent craft 
to create. Grandparents are welcome to come to make a kit for their grandkids. We will to create. Grandparents are welcome to come to make a kit for their grandkids. We will 
provide a variety of items to add to your personalized kit so you can prepare for Jesus’s provide a variety of items to add to your personalized kit so you can prepare for Jesus’s 
birth!birth!

As 2022 comes to a close, it is the perfect time of year to evaluate your estate As 2022 comes to a close, it is the perfect time of year to evaluate your estate 
planning and philanthropic goals. The Bethel Lutheran Endowment Fund planning and philanthropic goals. The Bethel Lutheran Endowment Fund 
provides a unique opportunity to help achieve those goals, leave a lasting legacy, provides a unique opportunity to help achieve those goals, leave a lasting legacy, 
and support the ministry of Bethel. In 2022, $108,000 was made available to and support the ministry of Bethel. In 2022, $108,000 was made available to 
distribute to the various ministries. These disbursements allow Bethel to fund distribute to the various ministries. These disbursements allow Bethel to fund 
things “above and beyond” what the constraints of the annual budget are not things “above and beyond” what the constraints of the annual budget are not 
able to cover. Your donations to this fundable to cover. Your donations to this fund truly make a difference today and  truly make a difference today and 
support long-term perpetuity for Bethel beyond our lifetime.support long-term perpetuity for Bethel beyond our lifetime.

Learn more about this opportunity by checking out the Bethel Lutheran website Learn more about this opportunity by checking out the Bethel Lutheran website 
under thunder the GIVE tab or call the church office at 507-288-6430 and they can direct e GIVE tab or call the church office at 507-288-6430 and they can direct 
you to either Terra O’Brien or Bruce Remme, Endowment Committee Chair.you to either Terra O’Brien or Bruce Remme, Endowment Committee Chair.
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Middle School and High School Youth Middle School and High School Youth 

This year’s Advent devotional booklet is titled Advent A–Z —CHRIST IS BORN!  This year’s Advent devotional booklet is titled Advent A–Z —CHRIST IS BORN!  
We’ve taken a slightly different approach this time, but rest assured that all We’ve taken a slightly different approach this time, but rest assured that all 
devotions have again been written by members and friends of Bethel and will be devotions have again been written by members and friends of Bethel and will be 
just just as meaningful and heartfelt as in the past.as meaningful and heartfelt as in the past.

Booklets will be handed out or available for pick up at Bethel the weekends of Booklets will be handed out or available for pick up at Bethel the weekends of 
NovemNovember 19/20 and 26/27. If you prefer to receive your devotions daily online ber 19/20 and 26/27. If you prefer to receive your devotions daily online 
and have done so in the past, they will be emailed to you again this year. If you and have done so in the past, they will be emailed to you again this year. If you 
haven’t received them online in the past but would like to, simply call the church haven’t received them online in the past but would like to, simply call the church 
office at 507-288-6430 to sign up. Thank you to all our amazing writers for their office at 507-288-6430 to sign up. Thank you to all our amazing writers for their 
participation in this worthwhile and cherished Bethel tradition!participation in this worthwhile and cherished Bethel tradition!

Advent 
Devotional



THANK

Bethel is thrilled to announce our new Associate 
Pastor - Generational Ministries, Rev. Lisa Hawe!  
She was called at a congregational meeting held 
on Sunday, September 25, 2022.  Pastor Lisa is a 
first-call pastor and was ordained on Saturday, 
November 19th at United Lutheran Church, Red 
Wing, MN. She will begin her ministry among 
us on Monday, December 5th with her service 
of installation included in worship on Saturday 
and Sunday, Dec 10 and 11.  Her first weekend 
preaching at Bethel will be Dec 17th and 18th.

Pastor Lisa brings a wealth of experience as a full-
time lay professional in the church having served 
for 14 years as the Youth and Family Minister at 
United Lutheran Church in Red Wing and most 
recently as the Faith and Community Director 
at United Lutheran.  She has also served in 
professional positions as a “generosity coach” for 
River Town Thrivent Financial Associates in Red 
Wing and student supervisor at Twin Bluffs Middle 
School in Red Wing.  She is married to Larry Hawe 
and they have 2 sons, Corey (25) and Kyle (23.) 
Larry and Corey are financial planners at River 
Town Financial Associates – Thrivent in Red Wing. 
Kyle and his wife, Maggie, are elementary school 
teachers in Owatonna, MN.  We are excited to 
welcome Pastor Lisa to the pastoral team and 
work of ministry at Bethel!

Sunday, February 5th

Thank you to all who responded with 
commitments for Bethel’s 2023 Stewardship 
Campaign. It is never too late to let us know your 
intentions to commit financially to the mission and 
ministry of Bethel. If you have yet to make your 
commitment, we ask that you prayerfully consider 
how your gifts might impact the work we continue 
to do. You can make a pledge online by scanning 
the QR codes below or contact Janet in the church 
office at (507) 288-6430.

Your gifts are as important as ever in this season. 
If you wish to make an end of year gift, please 
have that to the office by December 31st. You 
can also give through our website, www.bit.ly/
bethelgiveonline or text “BETHELGIVES” 
to 73256. Your support is a blessing to our 
ministries and God’s work through us. 

Bethel Christmas Tea 
team is requesting your 
help in reaching our 
goal of $5,000 for these 
missions: ELCA Lutheran 
World Federation-
Ukrainian refugees, 
The Landing, Jeremiah 
Program, MN Adult & 
Teen Challenge - Rochester, and Channel One.  
The “Chari-Tea” is open now and will be open 
through the first week of December.  

You can donate by dropping a check or cash 
specifying ‘Bethel Christmas Tea team’ at the 
church office, specify ‘Chari-Tea’ on the bottom 
left corner. If giving online or by texting, select 
“Chari-Tea” fund. Donate here: onrealm.org/
bethellutheran/give/bethel.

Thank you to all who responded with 
commitments for Bethel’s 2023 Stewardship 
Campaign. It is never too late to let us know your 
intentions to commit financially to the mission and 
ministry of Bethel. If you have yet to make your 
commitment, we ask that you prayerfully consider 
how your gifts might impact the work we continue 
to do. You can make a pledge online by scanning 
the QR codes below or contact Janet in the church 
office at (507) 288-6430.

Your gifts are as important as ever in this season. 
If you wish to make an end of year gift, please 
have that to the office by December 31st. You 
can also give through our website, www.bit.ly/
bethelgiveonline or text “BETHELGIVES” 
to 73256. Your support is a blessing to our 
ministries and God’s work through us. 

Bethel Christmas Tea 
team is requesting your 
help in reaching our 
goal of $5,000 for these 
missions: ELCA Lutheran 
World Federation-
Ukrainian refugees, 
The Landing, Jeremiah 
Program, MN Adult & 
Teen Challenge - Rochester, and Channel One.  
The “Chari-Tea” is open now and will be open 
through the first week of December.  

You can donate by dropping a check or cash 
specifying ‘Bethel Christmas Tea team’ at the 
church office, specify ‘Chari-Tea’ on the bottom 
left corner. If giving online or by texting, select 
“Chari-Tea” fund. Donate here: onrealm.org/
bethellutheran/give/bethel.

You!

Annual Meeting

Save the Date:
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     Fund
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Services&
For more information about Bethel events, please visit 
www.bethellutheran.com/calendar-events

Four weekends of Advent
Nov. 26/27 | Dec. 3/4 | Dec. 10/11 | Dec. 17/18
• Saturdays: 6 pm
• Sundays: 9* am & 10:30 am (Traditional Liturgy)
  10:10 am Gate of Life (Contemporary Service)
  *9 am in-person worship offers an ASL interpreter 
   and is Live-streamed through our YouTube channel
   Videos of our services are posted on our 
   website to be viewed at any time: 
   www.bethellutheran.com/worshiponline
Christmas Eve
12/24: 3, 4:30, & 6 pm | Candlelight Worship: 11 pm
Christmas Day 
12/25 - Worship with Communion | 10 am

      Join the Bethel       
   Music Department as 
all of our ensembles gather together to celebrate 
the Birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

On Wednesday, December 14 at 7 pm., narrations, 
scripture and song come together in a special 
evening filled with the Christmas story.  

What better way to kick-off the holiday season than 
by joining the dedicated, talented and generous 
volunteers who make the Bethel Music Department 
so special!  We sure hope to see you there.

Christmas 
     Concert

Christmas

@BethelLutheran bethellutheranrochester BethelLutheranChurch@bethelrochester


