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MAIN TEXT(S):   

John 6:1-15, and 6: 24-69 

In this week’s sermon, we examine one of the most well known of Jesus’ miracles: the feeding of 
the 5,000. Jesus has this huge crowd following him. As the day wanes while he teaches, he asks 
his disciples how they plan to feed the crowd. They’re not sure. So, Jesus miraculously provides 
enough food for all. Not only is everyone fed, but there are also abundant leftovers. The people 
are so impressed by this miracle, they decide they want to make him king. Jesus responds by 
first withdrawing and then by giving difficult teaching. He says that they’re following him for the 
wrong reasons. They are concerned about what Jesus can do for them. That’s not why Jesus 
came. He came to do something in them, to give them life to the full. He’s not just going to 
continue to fill their bellies. Many in the crowd and even some of his disciples decide to turn 
away and no longer follow him. 

We can often fall into the same trap. We can follow Jesus for what he does for us. Then, when 
times get tough or it doesn’t seem like Jesus is providing, we can be tempted to walk away.  
This passage reminds us that while God loves us and often does provide for us, the best thing 
that he has provided for us is himself. 

LEAN IN  
These are icebreaker/warm up questions, mostly just to get the group talking  
and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one question and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. What is one thing that you’re looking forward to this week?
What’s one that you are fearful of?

2. How do you feel about leftovers? Are there any leftovers you won’t eat or are there
any foods you enjoy more as leftovers than when they’re originally served?

3. Tell about a time when someone met a need of yours in a timely way. What happened?
4. If you had to choose one word to describe how you’re feeling about our current situation,

what would it be?

LOOK DOWN 
These are questions on the passage and observations about what’s been read. 
Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max
1. Why does the text tell us that the crowd is following Jesus?

What does this say about their motives for following him?
2. What response do the people have to the miracle that Jesus performs?

What does this tell us about their motives?
3. What is Jesus’ response to the crowd in verse 26 and the following verses?

In your own words what do you think is the message that Jesus is trying to get
across to the people?
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4. What declarations does Jesus make about himself in this passage?
5. What is the reaction of the crowd to Jesus’ teaching in this passage?

What is the reaction of the disciples? How does Peter respond?

LOOK OUT  
These questions help connect the world of the Bible to today. 
Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max
1. What are some of the reasons (good and bad) that people follow Jesus today?

How are these similar or different to why the crowds in John were following him?
2. What kinds of reactions do people have in the world today when God provides

something for them? What kinds of reactions have you seen in the people around you
or even people throughout history?

3. How have you seen people react towards God when he doesn’t provide in the way
they expect? How have people reacted well and how have they reacted poorly?

4. Many of Jesus’ disciples turned away in John 6 because they thought the teaching
that Jesus gave was too difficult. Have you seen people turn away from Jesus for the
same reason today? What caused them to turn away and what happened in their lives?

5. Peter responds to Jesus with faith and confidence. How have you seen people
respond in a similar way to Jesus in spite of difficulties?

LOOK IN  
These are questions that help you consider personal application. 
Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max
1. Why have you come to Jesus? What are the reasons that you have decided

to follow Jesus (the good ones and the honestly selfish ones)?
2. Tell about a time when provided for you and you responded well and maybe a time

when you didn’t respond so well. What caused you to respond differently in these
two circumstances?

3. We’ve all had time where God didn’t provide for us in the way we were expecting.
How has this happened in your life? How did you handle it?

4. Have you ever thought about turning away from Jesus in a difficult circumstance
or have you actually turned away? What caused you to want to turn away?
How did things turn out?

5. Pastor Brad said that what God is doing for you is not what matters as much as what
God is doing in you. What is God doing in you? What do you think Jesus might want
to do in your life in this season?

LIVE IT OUT  
These action steps help apply this week’s message to day to day life. 
Choose one question and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.
1. What can you do this week to offer truth and hope and peace to a watching world?
2. In the midst of our current difficulties, how can your group support you in prayer as you

seek to respond to God in both times of abundance and scarcity? You can also send
these requests to prayerrequest@b4church.org and have our prayer teams pray for you.

3. What might God be calling you to do this week to focus more on what God is doing in
you rather than what he’s doing for you?

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich and the ADT team this week for notes and questions,  
as well as Charissa Burns (@charissaburnsstudio on Instagram) for her illustrated  
notes, which normally appear on the following page.
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