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BIBLICAL TEXT(S): Acts 16:6-34
Almost 100 years ago, the famous British philosopher, Bertrand Russell, wrote an 
essay entitled Why I Am Not a Christian. He presented the essay to his academic 
peers as substantial evidence for why he did not embrace Christianity. In this 
week’s sermon, Pastor Brad presents reasons why he is a Christian, as they appear 
in Acts Chapter 16.

In this chapter, we read of three very different but very powerful conversion stories. 
In their travels, Paul and his companions meet a wealthy cloth merchant, a demon 
possessed slave girl, and a humble jailer. All three of these people meet Jesus, but 
they do so in three very different ways. This chapter is a reminder of the various 
ways that God can intersect in our lives. 
  
LEAN IN 

These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly just to get the group talking and 
start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. In one sentence, why are you a Christian? 

2. What example or story stood out to you in Sunday’s sermon? Why was it 
significant to you?

3. Have you ever been on a trip that didn’t go as planned? What happened? 

4. What was your high/low for this past week (or since the group last met)? 
What was the best thing that happened and the worst thing that happened?

LOOK DOWN 

These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and observations about 
what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. In Paul’s vision of the man from Macedonia, what does the man say to Paul? 
What do Paul and his companions do in response to this vision? 

2. What does this passage tell us about Lydia? What factors are mentioned in 
her conversion to Christianity? 

3. In your own words, summarize what happens with Paul, the slave girl, and 
her owners? What does Paul do for this girl? Where do Paul and Silas end 
up after this encounter? 
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4. What does this passage tell us about the jailer? What factors are mentioned 
in his conversion story? 

5. What do these three salvation stories have in common? How are they 
different?  

 
LOOK OUT

These questions help connect the world of the Bible to today. Spend about 
15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Do you think it’s possible to use the gospel to try to help people in an 
improper way? Why or why not? How have you seen the gospel used well to 
help people today?

2. In his sermon, Pastor Brad pointed out that Lydia was converted through 
Paul’s words. Who do you know (or know of) that has come to know Jesus 
in a similar manner? How have you seen words and persuasion used in an 
effective way to help people come to know Jesus? 

3. The slave girl in this passage had an undeniable encounter with God that 
freed her from bondage. Who do you know (or know of) that has had a 
similar encounter? How have you heard of God encountering people in 
order to help them come to know him? 

4. The jailer came to know Jesus through seeing something amazing. Who do 
you know that has come to faith in a similar manner?

5. Why do you think God uses so many different ways to help people come to 
faith? What does this teach you about God and/or humanity? 

 
LOOK IN

These are questions that help you consider personal application. Spend about 
15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. How has the gospel helped you in your life? How have you used the gospel 
to try and help others? 

2. Do you allow the words, the truth of the Gospel, to have the authority and 
influence they are intended to have in your life? Do you let them define your 
world? Why or why not? 

3. Do you live a transformed life that is transforming others? Is there a 
difference in you that others can see? And are you making a difference in 
others’ lives? Why or why not?

4. Is your life unique? Is there a beautiful difference between your life and the 
lives of those around you, because of the gospel that is in you? Why or why 
not?
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5. Do you have a hard time accepting the multiple ways in which people can 
come to faith? Why do you think that is? How can you work to appreciate the 
diversity of ways in which God works in the lives of people? 

  
LIVE IT OUT

These action steps help apply this week’s message to day to day life. Choose 
one question and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. What can you do this week to allow God’s Word to have a bigger influence 
in your life? How might you be able to use your words to share God’s love 
with others?

How is God’s transforming power currently at work in your life? How can your 
group pray for you as you seek continued healing and growth? 

What’s one change you might need to make in your life to keep from following 
the crowd and standing out because of the gospel? 

 

 

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich and the Adult Discipleship Team for this week’s notes 
and questions, as well as Charissa Burns (@charissaburnsstudio on Instagram) 
for her illustrated notes, which normally appear on the following page.
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