Building on a legacy of God’s love for our city

Dear B4 Church,

My prayer for our community is that we would be
a faith-filled people propelled by God’s Grace and
the power of Jesus’ Gospel—so much so that our
over-riding heart’s desire would be to work with God
in the renewal of all things. I believe God is calling us
to be that kind of church.

We don’t start from scratch, though. From its earliest days, B4 has enjoyed a special touch from God.
As storied Foursquare pastor and Beaverton Foursquare leader, Ron Mehl, said, “God set himself to
do a work through this church with, or without me.”
Pastor Ron understood that we cannot manufacture
spiritual realities. We must simply strive to follow the
Spirit as he leads the mission Jesus gave us.

Pastor Ron’s successor and current Foursquare U.S.
President, Randy Remington, led with that same
conviction. He sensed that God wished to grace our
church with another season of increased impact and
growth. He believed that a time of increase was on
the horizon, where many new people would follow
Jesus through B4’s ministry. I am grateful beyond
words for these two leaders and the men and women who locked arms with them, helping to create this
flourishing community of faith.
I feel their prayers, and I am so thankful that we now
benefit from their preparation. I sense in my spirit
that it is time for us to move into the season they
anticipated, and I deeply believe that Jesus brought
Cheri and me to this church for this reason.

In his wisdom, God has given us time and space
during the unusual circumstances of the last six
months to dream about the future and prepare for
this new season. That work includes improved facilities, a re-invigorated organization, and a refreshed
vision.

This brochure contains a full articulation of our
church’s vision and mission. It helps re-introducing
B4 to a community that needs new hope and a fresh
word. We have already begun using this book’s contents with our council and staff team as a guiding
document that keeps us focused on the work Jesus
entrusted to us.

It also introduces a teaching series that sets forth
B4’s vision and mission entitled All Things New.
The series title quotes Jesus from Revelation 21:5.
It is our hope that the teaching series encourages,
strengthens, and unites our church. So, please take
a few minutes to read this booklet. Allow the ideas
enclosed to seep into your heart. Pray about them.
And pray that the dreams God is putting in our hearts
will become a reality as we see him work through B4.
We invite you to join us as we join God in the renewal
of all things in Beaverton, throughout the cities of the
Portland Metro area, and beyond.
With love and gratitude,
Brad and Cheri Williams

CITIES ARE PEOPLE

For decades, Jesus has cared for the cities
of the greater Portland area through our
church. He’s been pleased to do so because
he loves the people who live there, in places like Hillsboro, Beaverton, Portland, and
Tigard. These cities are more than just a
collection of buildings. Each one is filled
with vibrant homes and gathering places,
where people live, work, and play. More
people live in cities now than ever before,
so Jesus calls us to go to them there. He also
invites us to partner with him in the renewal of these places and the people who
inhabit them.

PEOPLE MATTER TO GOD

God cares about us, but it can be hard to believe that in
a world filled with pain and trouble. Most of us sense
that the world is not what it should be. We see the
brokenness in an otherwise beautiful creation. This
broken beauty extends to each of us, revealing a gap
between the life we long for and the one we are living. Jesus bridges that gap, restoring the relationship
between our broken humanity and a loving God. This
simple truth is the Good News, the Gospel, and it centers on Jesus’ teachings, death, and resurrection.
Jesus creates a new narrative for us to live in. He invites us to turn from a lonely story that stars only us
and join him in the much larger story he’s fashioning
for his creation. At the heart of this invitation is a revolutionary promise: God commits himself to love us, all
of us. When we believe that something called “faith” is
born inside of us. We experience God’s grace. We begin to reconnect with God, with others, with ourselves,
with our environment, and with every aspect of our
culture in a fresh and powerful way. That’s why we say,
“Grace changes everything.”

What is grace? Simply put, it is God loving us unconditionally. That idea can be hard to grasp, which is why
God sent Jesus. As we learn about who he is and what
he’s done for us, we begin to experience his grace, and
we see an example of how we can offer it to others.
This can best be done in a community that embraces
Jesus and his Gospel of grace, which is why we continually invite others to follow him with us.

GOD INVITES US TO SHARE
THE GOSPEL WITH OTHER PEOPLE

The Gospel is not an exclusive club we join. It’s a movement we champion. Jesus began his Gospel-centered
quest by coming to us. He came full of grace and truth.
Jesus made the first move, loving us when we were unlovable. He also teaches us to do the same for others.
That’s why B4 Church exists. We invite others to share
in the grace of the Gospel while we pursue our mission
with determination and passion. Our mission is:
We partner with God in the renewal of all things,
revealing his grace through the Gospel.
We work towards accomplishing this God-given mission by focusing on four guiding ideas. These ideas
shape our values and inform our priorities. Each concept is summarized by a single word:
BEHOLD

BELONG

BE

BEYOND

“THE BEAUTY OF HEAVEN
IS SEEING GOD.”
MAX LUCADO

BEHOLD GOD

“The next day again John was standing with two of his
disciples, and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and
said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God!’ The two disciples heard
him say this, and they followed Jesus.” John 1:35-37
In the verses above, John the Baptist publicly introduces Jesus using a simple word, “behold,” which means
“to see” or “observe.” After his introduction, Jesus then
says to the two disciples, “Come and see,” and then
“Come and follow.” When we follow Jesus, most of us
start at a similar point. Before we can respond to his
invitation, we have to see him. We need to experience
Jesus, the glory of God, for ourselves.

That’s why we craft excellent, spirit-filled, and genuine ministry experiences where anyone can encounter
God. We do this through engaging worship, honest
prayer, insightful Bible teaching, and compassionate
outreach. We recognize that people respond differently as they experience Jesus. That’s why we always
strive to be sensitive to the outsider while challenging
the insider.
WE ENCOURAGE PEOPLE TO BEHOLD
GOD’S GLORY IN JESUS, SO WE VALUE:

• Authenticity and excellence in worship
• Hospitable and inspiring environments
• Expressing creativity, freedom, and joy
• Clear biblical teaching

BELONG TO LOVING COMMUNITY

“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if
you love one another.’” John 13:35
Jesus says that the defining quality of his people is the
love they share with one another. He likens it to living
water. Even so, some people have been made to feel
like they aren’t good enough for a church community—that they’re not welcome or loved. However, no
matter what they’ve experienced in the past, there’s a
place for them at B4. The skeptic? Yes. The ones hurt
by the church? Please. The merely curious? They all
have a seat waiting for them among us.

God’s love motivates us to work hard at connecting
with our community and one another in various settings, like a group, a class, or a service project. We
want people to experience the relationships that God
intends for them, so we pursue a depth of connection
that is more trusting, transparent, honest, and loving.
We do this because the Gospel changes our hearts and
identities, making us suitably hungry for authentic
connection. It’s more than friendship. It’s what we call
“Gospel Community.” This community creates a beautiful and contrasting view of humanity. That’s good
news for a world aching to experience a reality where
people love one another across the boundaries of language, culture, and ethnicity.
WE HELP PEOPLE BELONG IN A GOSPELCENTERED COMMUNITY, SO WE VALUE:
• The

diverse contributions of all cultures
loving relationships
• Honoring hard questions from skeptics
• God’s grace, given and received
• Vulnerable,

“WE DIG DEEP WELLS
OF LIVING WATER AND
REMOVE THE FENCES
THAT KEEP PEOPLE
FROM DRINKING.”
BRAD WILLIAMS

BE WHO YOU’RE MEANT TO BE

“Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of love...” Ephesians 5:1-2
We were created in the image of God. We may be broken, but the more we follow God’s example and live in
his love, the closer we come to God’s original intent.
The depth and breadth of our character will always
determine the impression we leave on this world by
shaping how we interact with others. Jesus shows us
a way to live that leaves beauty and goodness in its
wake. His influence is designed to make us good, like
God is, so we can offer that goodness to others.

“WHAT YOU DO MAKES
A DIFFERENCE, AND YOU
HAVE TO DECIDE WHAT
KIND OF DIFFERENCE
YOU WANT TO MAKE.”
JANE GOODALL

That’s why we encourage everyone to nurture a vital
faith in God. We want people to embrace Jesus’ teaching and the example of his life. As we do this, God will
refine our desires, changing the way we live. Here at
B4 Church, our goal is to provide well-crafted resources designed to help in this refining work. We encourage people to embrace faith’s crucial role in their work,
play, and the expression of their creativity. Additionally, we make sure our practical tools and relevant teaching are accessible, applicable, and straightforward.
WE HELP ONE ANOTHER BE COMMITTED
FOLLOWERS OF JESUS, SO WE VALUE:
• Practical,

easy-to-use resources
interactive gatherings
• Prayer for, and with, one another
• Skilled and loving pastoral leadership
• Supportive,

GO BEYOND OUR LIMITS
TO EMBRACE GOD’S KINGDOM

“Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes
the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see
that the fields are white for harvest.” John 4:35
Jesus compared the world to a field that was ready
for harvest. While we have the honor of working the
fields with him, God prepares the harvest by orchestrating circumstances to provide a fertile reception for
the Gospel. He also instructs us to go to others and tell
them what we know about him, opening our lives to
those who want to know God and his Kingdom.
That’s why we inspire everyone to dream beyond the
limitations that might hold them back from fully participating in this mission. Along the way, we help them
discover their unique place within God’s mission by
providing outreach opportunities where they can develop their God-given gifts and abilities. We also offer
coaching and training that hones their character and
deepens their influence.
However, this is about more than individual potential.
It’s about a whole community of faith, discovering its
unique and collective contribution to God’s mission in
their city.
WE EMBRACE OUR MISSION TO GO BEYOND
COMFORTABLE COMMUNITY FOR THE SAKE
OF OUR CITY, SO WE VALUE:
• The

renewal of all things, seeing God’s
goodness realized on Earth

• An

uncommon passion for the common good

• Sharing

our resources, talents, and gifts
with our community

• Fostering

honest dialog about Jesus

“WE CAME INTO
A BROKEN WORLD.
AND WE’RE THE
CLEANUP CREW.”
KANYE WEST

A FOCUSED CHURCH NEEDS
A FRESH PRESENTATION

We prayed. We dreamed. We observed our city with
its diverse population, and we prayed some more. God
began to show us a vision for how to reach the people
he’s pursuing. We have a strategy and a fresh way to
contextualize the Gospel for the people of the Portland
Metro area. It involves the four Bs.
These aren’t unrelated ideas. They connect with one
another in the context of the Gospel, promising us a
new way to enjoy peace and harmony with God. The
Gospel begins with God’s loving initiative as he shares
himself with us. In effect, we behold him and respond
with faith. That establishes an essential link between
who he is and who we’re meant to be.

In addition to a heaven-earth connection, the Gospel
also reconciles people with one another. Belonging is
an essential human need, but a desire to connect with
others like us can also set up unhelpful boundaries
that divide us. The Gospel doesn’t erase our differences. However, it can transcend them. The grace of God
compels “us” to go beyond our everyday routines, our
comfort level, and any self-serving priorities so we
might invite “them” to be a part of God’s community.
That’s why we remove fences and dig deep wells at B4,
so people can drink living water. This fresh, forwardlooking presentation for B4 Church is embodied in a
new logo, a new website, and new graphics. It is our
prayer that this representation of B4 helps many more
people find Jesus among us.
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