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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
1 JOHN 4:7-8; JOHN 3:16; PHILIPPIANS 2:5-8

As Pastor Brad continues our Advent series, we focus on the fourth theme 
of Advent: love. Our culture affirms the value of love. We all long for a love 
that completes us, that makes us feel whole. However, we can often be 
disappointed and disillusioned by our experiences of human love. Advent 
reminds us that the love that we all long for is ultimately fulfilled in the 
person of Jesus. He is the perfect example of what love really looks like.

 
LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over for 
5-10 minutes.

1. What is your favorite love song? 

2. What is the corniest love story you’ve ever heard (could be a movie 
plot, book, friend’s story or your own)? 

3. When you hear the word “love” what words, images, etc., come to mind? 

4. What example or story stood out to you in Sunday’s sermon? Why was 
it significant to you?

LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three 
questions max.

1. What command is given in 1 John 4:7-8? What is the reasoning given for 
this command? 

2. What reason is given for Jesus’ time on earth in John 3:16? 

3 How would you describe Jesus in your own words, based on Philippians 
2:5-8?

4. What are we called to do in Philippians 2:5-8?

5. Looking at these three passages, what do you learn or what are you 
reminded of about the nature of God and the nature of love?

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible to today. 
Spend about15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Where and how do you see people looking for love in today’s world? 
What are some of the results of these searches? 

2. In his sermon, Pastor Brad said that love can be dangerous because 
we open ourselves up to be hurt. How have you seen love cause people 
danger or hurt? How have you seen people try to avoid being hurt by 
love? 

3. How would you define the world/popular culture’s version of love? How 
is it similar or different to the love described in this week’s sermon and 
Bible passages? 
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4. What keeps people from believing that God loves them? Is there 
anything from this week’s sermon and/or Bible passages that you think 
might help someone overcome these obstacles? 

5. How have you seen God’s love impact the lives of others? Do you know 
any one (or know of anyone, either modern day or in history) whose life 
was greatly impacted by God’s love? What happened?

LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to apply the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. When and/or where in your life have looked for love in the wrong places? 
What was the result of this? How has God redeemed that? 

2. How have you been hurt by love? How have you hurt others in your 
attempts to love? How does this message/passage(s) encourage or 
challenge you?

3. Look at Philippians 2:5-8 again. How does the way you love others 
(whether that’s your family, friends, coworkers, etc.) compare to the 
example set by Christ? What parts of loving like Christ are most difficult 
for you? 

4. Is there anything in your life that keeps you from believing that God loves 
you? Does anything in this message give you comfort or encouragement? 

5. How has God’s love impacted your life in the last year? How has his love 
encouraged you in the midst of trying times?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day to 
day life. Choose one question and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. Where might you be looking to other things or people instead of God to 
meet your need for love? What can you do this week to look to God as 
your source of love? 

2. What is keeping you from believing that God loves you? Present this 
thing to God in prayer. Ask a friend, family member, or your small group 
to pray for you as you seek to accept God’s love. 

3. What is one thing you can do this week to show the love of Christ to 
your family, friends, coworkers, neighbors, or anyone else in your life? 
Be bold and do it!

CONTINUED:

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich, Josiah Johnson, and the Adult Ministry Team  
for this week’s notes and questions.


