Leviticus Week 8 “Feasting on Freedom”

FRERT /B “EANER”

Worship #F
Be Thou Art My Vision FiBRER

FREROFNERAEEZER
HmER WRMEEX

RO BRIEE
KE@/?@E)\EE %/J\E’JX?EEUI%@%E/\]%

B AKREEINAKEEE
R QJHSKZéz
BHRAEROFXEEE
KXEBANET HERNER

FEEMARNES HAVHS
EW EHSE HERIRFER
MEHRAIER BAIREHAIR
MEERL HIEEE

RXEERHEE BRANERE

ﬁﬁﬁ?%i%izﬂ%iﬁigkﬁﬂ%gﬂﬁ

HOZEE NEEWRSIE

BEENEEN BAHRER

Message 152

* Leviticus is given to the people shortly after they have escaped 400 plus years of slavery in Egypt. F|FREEE
MBI AMAR 7 EIR 400 Z FIERESH B AR, 08RG AEIIAR,

* A slavery that kept them from knowing God, and, a slavery that kept them from knowing themselves. E1xRIE

SRERIEMMEBEARE LT, EthMEERHEE Sk,

e S0, amidst all of the strange rituals and rules, is really the clarification and presentation of a God, who is NOT

LIKE other gods. HLh, EELHFFIFRINEANEEHF, ERL2EBFMBERNEUNMREMBIER,

» AND, they are becoming a people who are NOT LIKE other people. TH, Mt EFEMA—@RNMEEMAA,
e |f you were turn backward in the history of the Jews, you would discover that long before this moment, where
we find them in Leviticus, they were a people with a purpose. WREEBRKANEE £, BRI EIAFIEFKR
R, MR —EBEEENEE.

» They were to a be a people who knew God. fiFIEERL A —1E:RH L HHIRE,

* Not in some sort of exclusive, alienating sort of way. ~EMNEBHMBA, FLENAI.

* But in a way that produced flourishing in the world. {BMEE SR EE5T,

» They were to be a people who lived a different sort of life; a life that benefited the world around them. ft{f9/R
KERA—EBREABEENRE. EREEERNEPEENTER,



e They would be unlike other people, because they were a people who had a purpose; a purpose that they

brought into every day. fIRFARREMA, EAMFPIE—EEL; thfEEMEAZE/EN.

e This is one of the reasons we are taking time to unpack all of the strangeness of Leviticus. Because the world
we live in today needs a people who are not like other people. B2 FIEFE AR T REARECHNER 22—, BAFHM
SROEARFTE-TERERIA

« We could use an alternative narrative. FFIR] BB —EHIAH .,

* We need a people who tell a different story with their lives. FFIFE—@EER B A MBIANEHEIA,
 We have a society that seems to give us one of two options. FfIHIH BT RAFKPIMERIE Y —,

* You're either this, or your that. IREBARERE, BEAMEHE.

* You're here, or you're there. 1REAZTIEE, BEAMEIE

 But what the Bible presents, and what we need so badly, is a THIRD way to live. (BE2E4EFREIRA, 1 HE2FAM
BYEERN, =4 EAN.

» See...There’s something that happens to me, to you, to all of us, when we begin to capture the vision that God

has for our lives. B MFBHERE LFHBMAETHNERE, I LCESHBEEERMI L.
e There’s something about a person within whom God dwells.ER—1E A B FEHEE NS

e And when you begin to lean into being that kind of person, you will be unlike other people, and you will, like it
was spoken over Israel, bless the nations. EEFBIERNRNAIEAR, GAFHEEMARE, MEUBIIABRK, &
B AR

* Leviticus 11 introduces some very specific instructions for these people, who are not like other people. FlZR&C
NABELEEMARBNAGTE 7 —LIFE BT

e And while we see the brilliance of God, we are also faced with a paradox — and a paradox that exists because
of the values of our own culture. EFHMEZ EHHERR, BMADEERE—EFE, EEFREEARMEENUL
BEEMmR,

e | eviticus 11 is the presentation of the dietary guidelines of the Jews. While on the surface, there are explana—
tions for these things, there is also a deeper issue lurking beneath these words. FIZREENZRARBIERE, AR
H R, BOAEERBEXRNERE, AEBERE LNGE L THEER.

* This is Not just a passage about the dietary guidelines of the Jews. This is a passage about FREEDOM. &+
ERANEAAREIERE, AEENEH

e And whenever you bring up that word, when you ever you talk about, address, or mess with  FREEDOM, we get
really interested. Because Human Beings, we LONG to be, FREE S iRk BHKF, HEmOrF, REAXFIEH, M
#HEREE, RAAE8EEH

Leviticus 11:1—47

And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying to them, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, These are

the living things that you may eat among all the animals that are on the earth. 3 Whatever parts the hoof and is
cloven—footed and chews the cud, among the animals, you may eat. 4 Nevertheless, among those that chew the
cud or part the hoof, you shall not eat these: The camel, because it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is
unclean to you. 5 And the rock badger, because it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you. 6
And the hare, because it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you. 7 And the pig, because it
parts the hoof and is cloven footed but does not chew the cud, is unclean to you. 8 You shall not eat any of their



flesh, and you shall not touch their carcasses; they are unclean to you. 9 “These you may eat, of all that are in
the waters. Everything in the waters that has fins and scales, whether in the seas or in the rivers, you may eat. 10
But anything in the seas or the rivers that does not have fins and scales, of the swarming creatures in the waters
and of the living creatures that are in the waters, is detestable to you. 11 You shall regard them as detestable;
you shall not eat any of their flesh, and you shall detest their carcasses 12 Everything in the waters that does

not have fins and scales is detestable to you. 13 “And these you shall detest among the birds; they shall not be
eaten; they are detestable: the eagle, the bearded vulture, the black vulture, 14 the kite, the falcon of any kind,
15 every raven of any kind, 16 the ostrich, the nighthawk, the sea gull, the hawk of any kind, 17 the little owl, the
cormorant, the short—eared owl, 18 the barn owl, the tawny owl, the carrion vulture, 19 the stork, the heron of any
kind, the hoopoe, and the bat.

20 “All winged insects that go on all fours are detestable to you. 21 Yet among the winged insects that go on
all fours you may eat those that have jointed legs above their feet, with which to hop on the ground. 22 Of them
you may eat: the locust of any kind, the bald locust of any kind, the cricket of any kind, and the grasshopper of
any kind. 23 But all other winged insects that have four feet are detestable to you. 24 “And by these you shall
become unclean. Whoever touches their carcass shall be unclean until the evening, 25 and whoever carries any
part of their carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening. 26 Every animal that parts the hoof
but is not cloven—footed or does not chew the cud is unclean to you. Everyone who touches them shall be un—
clean. 27 And all that walk on their paws, among the animals that go on all fours, are unclean to you. Whoev—
er touches their carcass shall be unclean until the evening, 28 and he who carries their carcass shall wash his
clothes and be unclean until the evening; they are unclean to you. 29 “And these are unclean to you among the
swarming things that swarm on the ground: the mole rat, the mouse, the great lizard of any kind, 30 the gecko,
the monitor lizard, the lizard, the sand lizard, and the chameleon. 31 These are unclean to you among all that
swarm. Whoever touches them when they are dead shall be unclean until the evening. 32 And anything on which
any of them falls when they are dead shall be unclean, whether it is an article of wood or a garment or a skin

or a sack, any article that is used for any purpose. It must be put into water, and it shall be unclean until the
evening; then it shall be clean. 33 And if any of them falls into any earthenware vessel, all that is in it shall be
unclean, and you shall break it. 34 Any food in it that could be eaten, on which water comes, shall be unclean.
And all drink that could be drunk from every such vessel shall be unclean. 35 And everything on which any part
of their carcass falls shall be unclean. Whether oven or stove, it shall be broken in pieces. They are unclean and
shall remain unclean for you. 36 Nevertheless, a spring or a cistern holding water shall be clean, but whoever
touches a carcass in them shall be unclean. 37 And if any part of their carcass falls upon any seed grain that is
to be sown, it is clean, 38 but if water is put on the seed and any part of their carcass falls on it, it is unclean
to you. 39 “And if any animal which you may eat dies, whoever touches its carcass shall be unclean until the
evening, 40 and whoever eats of its carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening. And who-
ever carries the carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening. 41 “Every swarming thing that
swarms on the ground is detestable; it shall not be eaten. “42 Whatever goes on its belly, and whatever goes

on all fours, or whatever has many feet, any swarming thing that swarms on the ground, you shall not eat, for
they are detestable. 43 You shall not make yourselves detestable with any swarming thing that swarms, and you
shall not defile yourselves with them, and become unclean through them. 44 For | am the Lord your God. Con-—
secrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am holy. You shall not defile yourselves with any swarming thing
that crawls on the ground. 45 For | am the Lord who brought you up out of the land of Egypt to be your God.
You shall therefore be holy, for | am holy.” 46 This is the law about beast and bird and every living creature that
moves through the waters and every creature that swarms on the ground, 47 to make a distinction between the
unclean and the clean and between the living creature that may be eaten and the living creature that may not be
eaten.
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BF, BEmEANE. KR K. OR, MNIEHERTHNSEM, BEREKR, HARFRRLE, B 7%
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41 TRty EROTEYD 2 P8Ry, #ARINZ, 42 AIFITERNMBINETEN, EEFZ e, MEa—TEEH LY,
PRIz, RSERIIBH, 43MRFIRIEAERREE CHAPIIBN, BARBEEECTRFE, UHRTIS
Wo A4T0EERFNE — (RFIR0%H; PRDUMRPIZERAEDIR, ASBREEZM, (Rt AT ENRYSHECS. 4532
IEARPIE R R B ARAVERANEE, 2AF(RFIR0HE; PRMRFIEER, ASBREEZR. |

AGIEREEN. MRS, M/KTFENREY, I EMEYIRESI, 47RIERFNMNREN, PIIZNEARRIIZEEY, #D
BlIHZR,

e On the surface, this seems to be pretty straight forward. There are scholarly explanations for this passage, that

make pretty good sense ftXKHE L&, ENFREEE EE2N LERENIMEE
* For example, here’s one explanation: 4, &E—&fRE

» Having come out of slavery, these people needed specific instruction on what they should and shouldn’t eat.

B AT WEDERFIPE LR, MPIFEEEZM, Z A ZIZTENARIET
o Like Pigs. Zu:R%E

e |f you notice in verses 7, and 9 where it speaks of pigs, and those that chew the cud. In those days pigs car—
ried all sorts of diseases. Among them trichinosis. Trichinosis is a worm that would eat the flesh, and get into
your system like a parasite. WIRECFEEEE7EIN B PIEIRIINETE, EBIPLEN/NFE, EBEFNL, BF
BEEEER. BitEm, TEame 2iEa, zER, TEEANTCHNEBEBRARETEGTER X

e S0 here are some amazing dietary rules here that are based on biological and nutritional, parasitic informa-
tion — THAT WASN”T available at the time. ¢ There were viruses that pigs were carrying, and people didn’t really

know. BB -LEERENHNEEBNEAREBRL, BERNABFEREREESN, AMIIANERTERS.

* So God is giving them incredibly advanced scientific information, so they can avoid parasites, and bacteria, and
viruses. And we see that God is the God of science who is thousands of years ahead of man’s explorations and

technology. L4 T BB ENSENSES, RMMAIBERS LR, AEKRS, BMED, LHENES
BOERE, LEHPISESS T BT EAMRRAA.



e This idea that God cares about the details, and the details he cares about might have something to do with our
overall health. That’s pretty remarkable, isn’t? That God cares about our physical well being, and that how we
care for our bodies, is a part of people a people who are not like other people. tHRE/OAAETAVARSE, fthET/OELEL
MR ESERAMAVMET, BEBAZIEEEN, A7 LFEAOFNSEEE, URBMUNCRERMANSE, &
E BB HRNANEEMAREN—EoMmeE.,

 That’s might be food for thought — right? E¥BYNIEREESRBEZE, HIE?
 Here’s another explanation: B —i&f#E

* If you're a people, who are not like other people, then there should be certain things about you that are DIS—
TINCT from other people. WREE—EEEEMALR—IXMA, FEMEZE —LHEMAEARNE ZE,

e A lot of neighbors of the Israelites, as they wandered through the desert, used these unclean animals in their
pagan rituals and sacrifices. MBI ABTVEFIFN, BT HZEENEIENEENEERTRENNZRE.

* Remember, animal sacrifice isn’t something they came up with, it was the language people used, and God en—
ters into that space, using a language that was understandable. &adff, ASREHMAEUBIIABSEALMN, B
EERFAMNES

EHERERNEI AR DIERIE S KEUEIABR,

e So the neighbors were using weasels and skunks and pigs and all sorts of strange animals to worship the false

gods they had invented. PRAERFERIHIEHEEMRE, R, BNSESKAOSTIENEY), FFFMOFIAOFRE

* So, some say that God is saying, “| don’t want you to have anything to do with those animals, because they are
associated with things that pull people away from Me, not toward me.“Fltt, BAMRER - FER: “HAF LR
ERFRLEEN B EAR(R. RAEPEE AR, mMAERa,

Leviticus 11:44-45
44 For | am the Lord your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for | am holy. You shall not defile

yourselves with any swarming thing that crawls on the ground. 45 For | am the Lord who brought you up out of
the land of Egypt to be your God. You shall therefore be holy, for | am holy.”

A4T = HRFEE — {RPIR0fE; PRMRMIEMRAER, AASREEZRR, MPBAEd ENEYSHEC. 453 EER
FIER MR ZRAVER RN 2, RAE(RFIRVTE; PRDAMRPIRER, EABREERR. |

* So this another really great explanation. FfilA, B3 —ERENREE,

* You're a people, who are not like other people. And as my people, you're going to do everything a bit differently
from your neighbors — including WHAT YOU EAT. G2 —fEEEMARBNA, EABRNAR, EidHe—)#RE
BEENABLERE-BERAIZAIERD,

 Which raises a fascinating question. Does what | eat matter to God? BEHIR T —EH#BAORIE, FIZHEEE -
B 2 157?

» Most of us, we think God really cares about the big stuff, not the little stuff, he’s like, “Nah. You're fine.” M
RKZHA, BMRALTREFKRE, MIENE,

* So we go through our days, making sure we get the big stuff right.ELtL, FHPERIMAEROE T EENEET
BEENAKSE

 But who decides what is big and what is little? We do, don’t we?(ER:REMHEEATM/NE? K", K205



» And if we are the ones deciding what God cares about, then aren’t we putting God in a box? Aren’t we then,
in a way, saying, “I will be God, and will determine what part of my life is up for discussion and what part isn’t.”
MR LEFAMEEHRRMABREA, BRMACZELFRRES FERF? PBEMAEENR: “HRA LT, WAGR
ER—4EHPEM—Eo 2B TR0, MP—S2AFE, ~

* We do that because THIS, has to do with freedom, and We don’t want anyone, including God, messing with our

freedom. FPIEHKMERHEHRBEHAER, HMAREEMA, BFELT, R THMNER.
* In many bibles and commentaries on the Bible, Leviticus chapter 11 is called

“Dietary Restrictions” 7EEELE FRUFZEELMTIER, FRELENERBAWBRH)”

* And | think it has more to do with the second word than the first.

* Sure this is about dietary issues and the Jews. But the bigger issue at hand is our response to the word “Re-

striction.” E#, EHERBBENIBAAER. B2, RTERNEBEZIHME PRE” —FFrCIE.

* There is nowhere in our culture where the word RESTRICTION and FREEDOM are used in the same sentence,
and that might explain a great number of problems that we have. TSR, NEEFER R EH"
T FEAERMNG T, BRI URERMSEINFZRE,

* In the movie Braveheart: In front of a ragtag army, William Wallace says these words: “You can take our
lives, but you can’t take our freedom.” EiBE- &zt (William Wallace) e AR EBENERERIR 7BLL:E: “IReI U
EERMNLD, EBTEEERMNER., 7

» And | find it fascinating that this quote became so popular. Because when | look at it, | think, “Wait a second.
Based on OUR cultural definition of freedom, if you take my life, you also take my freedom.” EazE5| AANKS,
HEREEER, IR "HIE, REBERFANXAHEHNERSURCEERNE S, BEREEHNER, 7

* So then you scratch your head, and starting thinking that maybe freedom isn’t what | think freedom is. Like our
culture has created a value around something but we don’t actually know what that something is. FTLASRT2RIE
B, WREZHrERAERBMK. . MERANXAEETHMESYNEEESR, BRMER LI A TRELES
)

* There is a concept, consistently presented in the New Testament, that describes the life of a Christ follower,
and it is radically counter to the culture in which we live. o FEFFLIERKHHE —@R4L0—E, BdR 7 —EEE
AEREERAE, BEFREEMIESHNXNTEER,

e And yet | believe, because of our warped understanding and preoccupation with freedom, we have willingly

ignored this principle. B2FA81E, BRI B BAERNE, FHMAISRARKE—RE,
e And YET, it is FUNDAMENTAL to being one who following in the way of Jesus.

e If you're a Jesus follower, a Jesus person, if you call yourself a Christian, 1 Corinthians 6, the apostle Paul says
something life—altering. WRIGZEFEROPIE, —EBESERAIA, WRECEBAEBE, SMZAIS0HERERES T
—LEE N AR

1 Corinthians 6:19—20 — 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom
you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.

MBI 19SAARMIN S FIEEENRIT? SEEZIMMIE, EARMFRMEERN; TEMRMAEESHA, 20ER(R
PMEEEERN, P, EEMRFANSF LR,



* What Paul is saying is that when you made the decision to receive the GRACE of Jesus; when you made the
decision to receive the LOVE, when you received that ACCEPTANCE, and you decided to WALK with Jesus,

HHE SR

when you entered into that relationship, there was a transfer of ownership of your life. (REBENEEBE, BIERE
EZERER R, BOATRZEN, SEWEREE, WHEATHEEKET, SEEILEREER, BEeXH TR

R P E 1.,

* In belonging to Jesus, in surrendering control of our lives, we actually discover what real freedom is. E3 B

PREBER, MEHBFIETONEEE, HA7THEHEEEENERA.

Galatians 5:1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of
slavery.

MACKES 1EBEM T HM, WERMEUEHR., FINBILIER, TEEHIENTRE,
* Were you bought with a price? Yes. You were. fRZHSEELOINIE? 26, K2,

e But just like the people of Israel, before you bought, you were enslaved. ¢ When Jesus buys you, he owns you,
but the reason he owns you is to set you free. {BEFEUBIIA—Ix, EEHSERRER], HEWRLURH, BEEREE
B 7 IREG, MEERIR, (BEMEAIRNREZZFMRER.

e Jesus BUYS YOU out of the slavery you thought was freedom, and he releases you into a whole new way of

living. EBERIER AR B HAYADURAV T SR AREERE] TR, IR 7R, BREN—EEMNEEA
Galatians 5:13 For you were called to freedom, brothers.

AR E 132, MAXBEERF/EH,

* A couple ideas about Freedom:Bii B HA—LEr83%

* Freedom is not the ability to do whatever you want to do. Freedom is not the ability to have whatever you want
to have. And Freedom is not the ability to go wherever you would like to go. These things are not Freedom. BH
AEME SBHNENEESH, BERAEHE BCBREMAN—TINEEN . BRTNERBRENMMEREMENES, &
LHRIEAZER,

*True Freedom is to NOT need something. E FHEHEZAEEE 0I5,
e True freedom is the ability to say, “I could. But | don’t need it.” EFMBERIMR “KOIUN, EERFEE, ”

1 Corinthians 6:12 “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but
| will not be dominated by anything.

MBEI6 12NBHAEFITT, ENHBmER, NBHEATT, EERM—G, BETZENER.

* Freedom isn’t the ability to say | can eat, drink, watch, listen to whatever | want. e Freedom is the reality that
we can, but don’t NEED it. Because my NEEDS aren’t met by any of those things. BN ERIKBEENENZ,
15, &, RECBREENRA. EREXMEEANER, 1B, &, BECIHREENERA, BRMATAFEEL. ARE
LR AR BE T B T RI R 3K

* My needs are met by Jesus. | am so free that | don’t NEED that. | will not be mastered by anything. BRERHE T
BNEE, BRULEA, UERKAFTEELHRA, AW DIRAFMERE

e Are we seeing that for there to be a people who are unlike other people, there needs to be a people whose
freedom isn’t defined by the ease of their present circumstances, or their lack of restraint? H S & 2IHKME
BA—EEEMARENA, —EFINBEBEARBRNRSEZEEMRHINA, —EMFINEBRANZRZ M5
ll?



* God is creating a People who are not like other people. And people who are not like other people are those who
are truly free. e And the only way that we are truly free is if we surrender our life, to the one who bought it, with
the ultimate price. LW IEERIE—EREMARNGNA, M—2ESEENEHROA, MEMESEESBROEEE
RPN EaEREUSERRTIEaEB B —

e Benediction #i&E



