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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
LEVITICUS 17-20; GENESIS 12 + 15; MARK 9:14-25 + 14:22–24 

As we’ve seen, this series is about a God who is unlike any other gods 
and a people who are unlike any other people. In the past weeks, we have 
focused more on the former, on God. This week, we get into Leviticus 17-
20 which shifts focus to a people who are unlike any other people. God 
teaches the Hebrew people to be different than their neighboring nations, 
with a distinct culture and different behaviors. 

However, they struggle to meet those standards, to be a truly different kind 
of people in right relationship with God. Rather than place the burden on 
them for their transformation, God takes on this responsibility. He “cuts a 
deal”, making a covenant with humanity through Abraham that God himself 
will bridge the gap of our broken relationship. Eventually, God makes a new 
and eternal covenant through Jesus, one that offers all people God’s love 
and grace. Those who receive God’s grace can then share his love, walk in 
freedom, and love their neighbors—becoming a people who are unlike any 
other kind of people.

 
LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over for 
5-10 minutes.

1. What was the funniest thing that happened to you this past week?  
If you can’t think of something, do you have a good joke?

2. Tell us of a time when you did something outside of “your comfort 
zone. 

3. When was the last time you invited a new person to  
Christ-centered community?

4. Last week we talked about how God reversed religion.  
Did you notice any “religious” practices in your life that you  
replaced with relationship?

5. Last week we were encouraged to let go of one thing we were  
trying to control and entrust it to God. Were you able to submit that  
to the Lord? Can you tell us what that freedom felt like? 

LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three 
questions max.

1. In Leviticus 20:22, the Lord uses very strong language to express 
the consequences of the Israelites NOT being a very different kind 
of people. After reading it, how might you still know that God wants 
what’s best for them, and by extension, for us today?

2. Leviticus 20:24 tells us that God was making the Hebrew people 
separate from the other people, and doing so in a very special place 
promised to them. What are indicators that they would be different? 
How can a people group be different without using methods of guilt, 
shame, condemnation?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
These questions are designed to help  
lead your group through a progression  
of engagement with the Bible passage(s) 
and the speaker’s message. They can help 
you understand and apply the teaching.
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3. In Genesis 15:17-18, the Spirit of the Lord passes through the halves of 
animals lined on the ground. Rather than both the Lord and Abraham 
walking through as the symbol of covenant with mutual responsibilities, 
the Spirit of the Lord passes through alone.  
How might this be a picture of grace? 

4. Mark 14:22-24 depicts Jesus serving communion. He describes the 
bread as His broken body and the cup as His blood poured out. He says 
this indicates a New Covenant: the same God offering a new covenant. 
What is the significance of Jesus stepping into this role and how does 
this deepen our trust in God? 

5. In Mark 9, a dad brings his son to Jesus and asks for healing. Jesus 
asks him if he believes and the man responds, “I think I believe, but help 
me in my unbelief.” Jesus then heals the boy. We often think that we 
have to prove to God we deserve grace before receiving it. What does 
this story teach about that assumption? What does it say about Jesus 
that He comes alongside us to help us believe and know we are loved?

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible to today. 
Spend about15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. The world was a dark place when Leviticus was written. A lot of people 
today are saying the same thing about our world. What darkness in 
your life needs to be replaced with you walking in the light of God’s 
love and grace?

2. This week, our message posed the questions: How do you talk about 
people’s behavior without bending toward religion? How do people 
become unlike any other people, without simply becoming moralistic 
or legalistic? What are tangible things we can do in our spheres of 
influence to point people towards God’s love and grace without simply 
saying all behavior is okay?

3. The Bible teaches that God provides for us. Ancient people accepted 
that idea as a fact. Today, we often explain what God provides in other 
ways, things like rain, sunshine, a good harvest, healing that appears 
natural, etc. What are some examples of other themes in the Bible like 
provision, forgiveness, or grace that are incorrectly attributed today? 

4. The message this week is titled “When God Cut a Deal.” Have you  
ever experienced someone making a covenant, or cutting a deal,  
in the same way God did? Why do you think it’s difficult for people  
to take sole responsibility for others?

5. In the covenant between God and Abraham, God shows us that he will 
always keep his end of the deal, as well as ours. Everyone wins. Why do 
you think we have built systems and structures that when one person 
wins another has to lose? Do you think this is always true?

LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to apply the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. In Genesis 15, Abraham asks God how he will be the father of many 
nations if he is childless. This is brought up again in Leviticus when  

CONTINUED:
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God talks about the land He is leading them to and the people  
He is making them into. God’s response is the same: He proves  
He can be trusted. Do you have things in your life you have been 
hoping for that seem impossible? What dreams do you have that  
feel they could never happen?

2. Sometimes grace is misunderstood as God not holding people 
accountable for their behavior. Leviticus teaches us that God 
communicates with us through behaviors common in the ancient 
cultures of the Near East, redeeming, restricting, or reshaping them to 
heal and transform his people. What are some ways God might move 
through common things in our culture that you never expected? 

4. Pastor Brad said, “Grace changes everything.” We see the evidence 
of that when some of our behaviors are instantly changed by the 
presence of God’s love and grace. However, most of us still have other 
habits that need re-form. Do you have desires, practices, behaviors, or 
attitudes in your life that are in the process of moving toward a new, 
godly way of being? How do you continue to have grace for yourself 
and others throughout that process?

5. We often describe ourselves using age, gender, and ethnicity. Though 
these help to explain our experience in the world, they do not describe 
our core being, like how we relate to our Creator. How does your 
relationship with God shape your identity? How does your view of 
yourself impact how you view God?

6. God teaches us to be an uncommon people who extend grace to 
others. When you do so, how do you mirror the Kingdom of God?  
How do you care for others either actively or passively?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day to 
day life. Choose one question and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. Write a poem about grace. If writing a poem is difficult for you,  
engage another creative activity to express what grace is.  
When you’ve finished, share it with someone.

2. Don’t give up. You might be facing some challenges this week that 
could tempt you to do so. As we learned this week, the Lord’s promise 
to us is that we are loved and covered in grace. If you feel like giving 
up, reach out to someone who loves you or contact a pastor. Pray that 
you can know the presence of the Holy Spirit, who is with you, and that 
the love and grace of God for your life is obvious to you. 

 3. Is it difficult for you to embrace the love and grace of God? Try this: 
every day this week imagine the Lord crossing a gap for you. Thank 
God for making that move and taking responsibility for you.  
Thank God for His grace because gratitude is healing. 

CONTINUED:

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich, Jamie Lilley, Josiah Johnson, and the  
Adult Ministry Team for this week’s notes and questions.


