Leviticus Week 12 “Blood, Sweat & the Pursuit of Happiness”
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| am so excited to be contributing to this series in Leviticus. | really am! But | wasn’t at first. H{ESHAES (FIK

o) PHEERIIBEER. BENZ! BR—FHEAE.

When Brad asked me to contribute this week, | was like “Yeah, I'll teach out of Leviticus. Who wouldn’t want to,
right?” BEEMAIE (Brad) ERIFLFBER, HIFEFRRZH, HAAZHERRE (Leviticus) , AR, HIF? 7

But on the inside | was thinking to myself, “Are you sure you want to teach out of Leviticus?” B2/ ME@E, FHE

R IREERBNARTIE?

| entered into vocational church ministry as a worship leader. | was drawn to the beautiful language of the scrip—
tures that could be made into melody. BAEFEFFEANRNZOE L, FHEACLEBEEA IR EIVEEENPIRS],

“As the deer panteth for the water, so my soul...” beautiful right?? The melody, not my voice. Haha. Can imagine.
Don’t | sound incredible??? “RIRELIRIEK, HE......"REHF? 2R, TEERNES. IRlh. TUEE&, RiBE
RIRAE] BEMIS? 2 ?
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| love the scriptures. But Leviticus? | don’t think you can turn some of these passages into songs. Fk=#1524%

X, BRMARE? HRSMEIEREP— LRGN,

s
A



The section we are going to look at today, is going to be in Leviticus chapters 21 and 22. It’s all centered around
the ritual purity of the priesthood. It’s sort of clinical. FEMSAEFIFRIVER D ASTEFRECEHE21FI22EH, B IELEH
EHEERINEREN., ERMEEREE,

The priests and the high priest are the people who are carrying out the ritual worship of the Hebrew God YHWH,
on behalf of people. It all reads as sort of primitive and not beautiful. R FI AR NERAEHITHAREHYHWHER
R, BEREEERBMIXTMER,

The idea is that God is demanding high standards of moral behavior and ritual cleanliness for His priesthood. £
BRSNS FISIERENERIT A ERE,

That in order to facilitate the worship of YHWH in the Tabernacle, the tent of meeting where the ritual sacrifices

took place. s T REAEEFHMEERITRENIRE PHFFELAEE,

The priesthood had high and lofty standards of living. &A= SHIEEKE,
You know, | grew up in the, not this church but a church. fRE1E, FKEHZEARZEBHZERAK,
And | love the church. |love God’s church, warts and all. EEHE, BELTHNHE, BERIES,

Sometimes we really miss the mark and make a mess of things, but | love His church nonetheless. & B3
BENEE T, MAFS—EE, @EWLE, BINAZSHIASE,

And growing up, | feel like what was often taught to me was this idea of being set apart and being holy so
that | could set an example to the people around me. A%, HEBSKEERTNEERNEE: oA, B

R, DMER A A BRI AGILEER.

That people would see Jesus in me because of what | refused to do, like do drugs, or drink alcohol, or cheat on

tests, or bully people. AR BBAEEMABEMELHRERER, FIAIRS, BE, EZATIERATFERIA,

And because | didn’t do these things, | was following Jesus and people would see the light of God in me and be
drawn to me. MEREABIEZBMELEE, PTAFNEIRERER, AMEBEIHEEDER LHE, THEIRSI.

And in some ways that kind of worked. TEEfEf2E L, EEEEZP{TH,

| was a really straightlaced kid for the most part. K0S IEHREE—EREREENZF.

| was respectful to my teachers, | refused to take part in the party culture. FBEHRAERM, HIEERE XK,
| got good grades. And people acknowledged me for it. BRI ERIF. AFIBLEARTE,

Adults would say things like, “Lane, you're one of the good ones.” KA ERIG“EE, RE—EEZAL ZEH
]
AH o

~

| don’t think any of that is wrong. | prefer that to foolish and wild living. FAFRAIE 2520, HERSEBMER
RBENMMNEE.

But in some ways it sometimes would give me a posture of self-righteousness. B2 FELHER:S, THIEDE

A sort of pride, that | wasn’t like other people. EAZERIA, EE—EEH,
I’'m so glad | don’t stoop to their level. FiR 5 ElERL B E T RIMFIAIKTE,
As much as | do think Jesus doesn’t want us throwing caution to the wind and behaving immorally, | have to won-

der if | only got about half the message. BEREER SR FERMAEmETILH A NEE TS, BERAEN
BRBEESREFETAN—FHNEIE,



Was that it? Do | just refuse to sleep with my girlfriend and that’s what being a Chrisitan is all about? E#F0E?
RERBNREE, EMEREBERNERMENR?

Or does Jesus want more for me? Are we called to be set apart just so that we can be set apart? EZEFERIE
HEEZ? HMREHWITEDAAE, REZFRMAIUERAE?

Or are we set apart for a purpose? Because | think that just being well-behaved, this cannot be the full gospel.

=]

Just following the rules cannot be what loving Jesus is all about. REEFHIEAFEEEHERRILEE,
Rules for Priests 5] pl B2 AI1&4)

21 The Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the priests, the sons of Aaron, and say to them: ‘A priest must not make
himself ceremonially unclean for any of his people who die, ERFfIEE¥EF :R: MRIBERLEMFRIERTN, H
50 R ABCEUFEALLSEC,

2 except for a close relative, such as his mother or father, his son or daughter, his brother, [RIEZMHNERZ

, MHRE. R 25,

3 or an unmarried sister who is dependent on him since she has no husband—for her he may make himself un—

clean. ERHEEKERRLZAOMIK, HEER, FrIMMSEC.

4 He must not make himself unclean for people related to him by marriage, and so defile himself. R ~A A 7 1
Fmihs, EECE

5 “‘Priests must not shave their heads or shave off the edges of their beards or cut their bodies. ANPJ{FEIEFHTT,

AR BIFREEZRRVER, BAPEIEIB SRS,

6 They must be holy to their God and must not profane the name of their God. Because they present the food
offerings to the Lord, the food of their God, they are to be holy. i #HAB, RAWEMP HNE, BS
HMZENAE, #ME SRV, SMPFRAY, FrMbfZEmSE,

7 ““They must not marry women defiled by prostitution or divorced from their husbands, because priests are holy

to their God. REAAIERK, FHILSHRABE, BAIBERKRNEASE, BAMER HHEN,

8 Regard them as holy, because they offer up the food of your God. Consider them holy, because | the Lord am
holy—l who make you holy. fRE(FEREIDAIAE, RBMEME #HHEY). MEBEMMAE, RARE(EMRMDBISE
AUERFIEE, ZEME,

9 “‘If a priest’s daughter defiles herself by becoming a prostitute, she disgraces her father; she must be burned
in the fire. RINKXZETEMHSTES, MBETRR, ERANGMITE,

10 ““The high priest, the one among his brothers who has had the anointing oil poured on his head and who has
been ordained to wear the priestly garments, must not let his hair become unkempt or tear his clothes. £z % H

ERKER, BRERITEM, AIRER, FTER, FrEENE, BARHERKRER;

11 He must not enter a place where there is a dead body. He must not make himself unclean, even for his father
or mother, NRIHRIEEAITERE, BMER T RXEBAAESES,

12 nor leave the sanctuary of his God or desecrate it, because he has been dedicated by the anointing oil of his

God. | am the Lord. fBAARIHHEEFR, RIBGEET MWEM, AAEMESLE #BHNERAEZR. HEEME,
13 ““The woman he marries must be a virgin. thERRLZAZE,

14 He must not marry a widow, a divorced woman, or a woman defiled by prostitution, but only a virgin from his

own people, AR RNAIEFE, WIREIBA, BRESHNRUAE; tWRAPAINZEECERTHNRERBE.



15 so that he will not defile his offspring among his people. | am the Lord, who makes him holy.”” i ~NEJ[7EE 2B
HREEMNRR, HABREEMDHAENEMNE,

16 The Lord said to Moses, ERFfIELIEEFR:R:

17 “Say to Aaron: ‘For the generations to come none of your descendants who has a defect may come near to
offer the food of his God. {RISMIZEf@sR: REHARNES, NAERENEAEBIZRE MIEY,

18 No man who has any defect may come near: no man who is blind or lame, disfigured or deformed; E&N B

FRRY, HERERIP. BEN. AEAREN. Kz —BRN.
19 no man with a crippled foot or hand, EfFIAY. ERFAY.

20 or who is a hunchback or a dwarf, or who has any eye defect, or who has festering or running sores or dam-

aged testicles. BEHEMI. TRMEM. BIREN. REN. BHWN, NE2ENBEGEH, EAAIRIR,

I’'m just reading what it says here... You see what | mean, we can’t really make songs out of these passages. Sing
“Let none who has festering or running sores... Or damaged... “ No. FKEI7E:EREER. ... MIBARNERT,
PRI ELESERRIEIRER, BB TEREN. RN, SBEN......7, T&,

21 No descendant of Aaron the priest who has any defect is to come near to present the food offerings to the
Lord. He has a defect; he must not come near to offer the food of his God. RERIWEST, BEEN, AT
FRIZRBAEBFIEN AR thEE AR, "R LRIREMA R,

22 He may eat the most holy food of his God, as well as the holy food; i #HAEY), ERIEEEMEIEMN, 1B
# R ANZ;

23 yet because of his defect, he must not go near the curtain or approach the altar, and so desecrate my sanc—
tuary. | am the Lord, who makes them holy.”” REMBEREE, MHARERETHE], WA LRIZIRNRIENE, &
SEBERNEFT; BEEMMDRIAENEIRE, ~

24 So Moses told this to Aaron and his sons and to all the Israelites. REEREHRIGIIGHNTEF, URFFEI
BIIA,

Initial Reaction )& &

You know, upon a first read, this stuff isn’t just kinda clunky but it even seems kind of offensive. fR&1IE, —FA

mELERANMEFMEN, MEEESARE.

It almost feels like God is setting apart this club of people that get to hang out with him in the Tabernacle, but
they can only be really beautiful, perfect people. HFREGE LFERERFADH, EtMHESEPNME—IL,
BfinfIR e EIEERERN, TEA

Super saints. And they can’t be associated with anyone who isn’t perfect. #BAXEE A, M H MBI EEEEAIARTE
PN SN

Is God really making human beings with defects and diseases and mistakes in their past to feel less than and

disregarded? LEHEMERIRIE, FEATBEILHEIOAREE LRI ATMAE ZIRIG?

Why is God making the seemingly strange requests of His priesthood? % &+ EEE ARSI FIEH B ISR
F3K?

Are the priests just better than anyone else? ] LLEfib A ZBHFIE?

= .

Spoiler alert: the answer is actually “No, he’s not”. God’s character is made manifest in Jesus right? BII&EE:
BREBRLE"RS, AR, LFNMEREESRE C82 58 7 HIE?



So we have to look at scripture through the lens of Jesus’ life. FLth, FHAFINBIRBBERE TR ERE LS,

AN

Was Jesus the kind of guy to make people feel bad about themselves if they were sick or deformed or ashamed?

ERER B IPTERRA R, B E RN AREMIE SRERNANE?
No, Jesus actually had the exact opposite effect didn’t he. 7, EMEREI FERESHERNKRIE, 205,

He was compassionate and merciful to the undesirables and the untouchables wasn’t he? #h¥AFLE NS EGDAIF]

AR ATTmEIFAIFER, AZ205?

So if we read this and we are deeply offended and troubled at God’s character then we are probably missing
something. AL, MNRILFIE TEERAEN, WHEHE FHOMHRREREILMER, BIERMARAIEER T —LH15,

A Picture of Heaven XEMEZ

We have to remember the story of the Bible. The Story of Humanity. EfiNBFEENEE., ABIHSS,

If we zoom out to the 30,000 foot level, we get out of the weeds of some of this seemingly strange text and we
see what the whole narrative of scripture is. RIFFIMAKZIS0,000LRNEE, FHFIFEEER —LEHUFRUNHEE
Y, BAE2EIIELHNEIBRAZTE,

If we go to the front of our Bible, Genesis, In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2R FK I E
BRIt eMERmE, &y, EFANE T KM,

God and human beings lived together in a reality where His space and humanity’s space were one in the same

thing. EFEABERAFEEEREY, MNTEEABNTEREA .
His perfect and loving design. #1583 X 75 mE 2AYERET.

Then we had to go and mess that up... Human beings decided to try to determine what was good apart from
loving union with God. AMFM—EE L. ... AERBREEER A REEERES—N LT ZINEF TR,

Something all of us are prone to do. We call this sin, the result of which is death, Because it draws us away from
God, and God is the giver of life. FFIFABEAZBLQNHMES. HMIEEATE, HEARERL, BACERMREREL
W, MLHeEBNETFE.

This breaks our perfect union with God, therefore breaking the union of God’s space and our space, heaven and
earth. BRIE TR MEMTENS—, ALKIET EBMBEMANTHE, RzENE—.

Humans wrestle with God on this for several millennia. Paraphrasing here. Then enter Jesus, who perfectly re—
F., BEEHA—T., 2REEREIR, T2 METRMNE—, BAMEEAEZR, TEHNHMTENA.

He suffered death and conquered it, so that the reality of death over humanity would be broken. #hi& T ZET_ 117

RS TR, DARRARTESERIIE R AV E IR PT DARK IR B
And now we as people of Jesus, look forward to a reality where what he declared, that “the kingdom of heaven is
at hand” will be fully realized, 357, IFIERBERERNFPIE, BIFEZ2EER—EERD, HAAEMN REIEGEIZK" 1§

WEEEIR,

We flip to the end of the Bible, to Revelation 21 where heaven and earth are made one again. FFIENEI B 4EAV 45
B, RERER21E, ERENRItYBREmA—,

REV 21 A New Heaven and a New Earth i< F1Frith



21 Then | saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and
there was no longer any sea. 2 | saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and
God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more
death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 5 He who was seated on the
throne said, “I am making everything new!”

i1 "BERXER—EMRMM; AATINRMELEET, BHABEET. 2 ANEREHMFTEIERESH
MAPERAERTIE, FEHIF T, PUFIERMERS, HEXKR, 3 REBERBEABENERELRR: BN, MIKREEA
A, REARE, BHAZEMNTR, WEHEROMARE, FfKE, 4 WREXMFA—NRER; FBHE
T, b AEEER, RRE, KE, EAMINSEBET., 5 LEENR: B, R&—HEHRT!

You see this is the great reversal, the restoration of all things lost when we left the Garden. {RE1&, E2EEAA

TR, AT IMERERMEFEFGREMAZNMERRRA,
Why does all this matter? B ERERIREEEREEIR?

Well, the tabernacle, the tent of meeting where all these rituals are taking place, where the worship of God is
being expressed, It’s supposed to provide a picture of Eden, the garden. The tabernacle was adorned with fruit
trees and beautiful sculptures of heavenly beings, all made to resemble the Garden, a picture of heaven and earth
united, where the fullness of God’s presence dwells. And where Heaven is, death, suffering, mourning, disease
defect, will not be. A%, 8%, tHERTELEINER, BEIFANMS, AREARRFILENR
SELHERGBNEEZNREL R, EFaENETF, —RBREMAEE, AeNEEEEFRNESE, ﬁ’ﬁﬁ@ﬂ%iﬁﬁ
Y_, EET\__, Eiﬁ, /u\'f"w_, {92’}_‘_ E%BEI%BZ:@T

Don’t you see? It’s a promise... The Tabernacle is a promise. Of a heavenly reality. When God is worshipped for
who He is, when all of humanity recognizes the goodness of God and the life he brings, the old order of things
passes away. {REHHK T IF? BEHNAGE, . . BERce HRESENFGE., SHELSMEHEMEKEFE, E2AL
R AR RO TTRAM G BRUK RS, PIBERIEEMIBERRT .

No more death or crying or pain F"&@B AT, RudEs.

God wasn’t trying to keep the ugly people in the back. He was helping the Israelites to see a picture of heaven
when they came to worship him. And in heaven death undergoes resurrection, disease undergoes healing, and
defect undergoes restoration. A~ Z2EEERIBAVERACIK, MEEUNBRIIABREREEFFFENER, EREEL
CRAEETE, RRERER, REEFEEER,

Don’t you love the Bible?! Don’t you love the lengths that God has gone through to reconcile his creation to him-
self? What a good God He is. [REBAE EEL? | RESAE LS T EMRNSHA RN ZMANEL? thE
SREEERHN,

Set Apart To Be A Blessing (The Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve.) ##EMABIARRE (A
FRARERSGMERGA)

So the priests are set apart to be different. They are kept separate from disease, defect, mourning, and death so
that they can embody the promise of what heaven is and what earth will be. RS 2 UEL R AEVEEE, M=
BEER, GRFE, BT EZRIRRNMAZBRIRF

But fast forward a few thousand years from Moses, and the documentation of these rituals, to Jesus, and how is
Jesus teaching his disciples to pray? “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 1B 2%
FE—FmE, KEA, K&8—FR7 UE’]T&‘WE%%&T% 3 TERER, BRgR N 2 EEHEPIENENIR? “FaIReOEEES,
FRIRME BT/ £, WEITEXRLE.,

When the Israelites would bring their sacrifice to the altar to this beautiful image of heaven and earth united. A
place where God was touching humanity, the priest (this pure, clean, righteous person) vvould take part in a really
gruesome ritual, in which blood would be splattered all over thelr perfectly white robes. & N EFI AEREERIRTR
REMARIERRIER], thEMIEEEIARNM, (REMIE, BFE, EENA) BETREMENSEX, WIEME
i ffIsE B RIS %’F]J:



These perfect looking priests are splattering blood from the animal sacrifices on the outside of the altar. They are
not going to keep those pretty robes clean for very long. They are gonna get all messy and bloody. The late Pas—
tor Eugene Peterson, wrote about his childhood in a book called “The Pastor”, and he realizes that the ancient
priests had more in common with his father, a meat butcher, than modern day ministers. IBLERTENRTIER
PR MEHEISIBINE, ARXMMPIEENEENER 5. BERGXEXMENN., SHRMEILE KSR, B&
AN —AREBR WA NEFEEE, RESEEFORITCKEUSHER, MERMHNR, —ERBX.

These rituals would require working with ashes, water, blood, and intestines. They probably knew more about
livestock anatomy than spiritual direction. B BN GERSIEZBREIE R, 1BK, BHMANE, MBANE T BRU SR
BILE ¥R L RRANE 2,

This job was terrible, gruesome work... Not many people are submitting LinkedIn applications to ancient priest—
hood? BEE X AIANX AR, . . TEAZDARSRREEEMEIFIRSIIE?

In 2 Chronicles 7, it’s recorded that King Solomon offered a sacrifice of 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep and
goats.... Dude are you serious? The sheer logistics of processing that much animal meat. It says that all the
priests were on duty that day. Well yea... Can you imagine what a gruesome day that would have been? Yeah they
had all these guidelines to be pure and holy and pretty, but all of that pristine cleanliness was thrown at acts of
worship like this. ZEAE T EEF, SHBFREFETEEMEEMEM TRINE, TZBRRBFENAWLE, . . [F,
RRENIS? Er eMAREERBEERZNEMRN, SPRIB—RMENRIZEHRNST . 2, ~AR. . .
REERGEIA —REZENMAE? ¥, AR ERFAREERMIE, BERIWES, BMASEBNRFERIBTERNFFE
M AR,

This was a messy, dirty, awful job. B2 X BEX Bl X #IARZHTIE,

They also had to be the ones who looked at everyones’ skin diseases. Yay. Can you imagine the priestly interns
of ancient Israel. | did 8 years of seminary for this? To examine old—man Benjamin’s body sores? m B fIEEZE
ZEAMINEE®w. W, RBRGE—TERNEINEERE ., HEER2 T /\FHAEE? XERERERS £
&7

The Role of the priest was one that was set apart in order to be a Servant of the people. Looking good and
smelling good? No, bloody, dirty, sweaty. The opposite of glamorous. Do you think God was trying to send a
message to his people about the nature of service, about the nature of worship. It costs us something. It requires
great humility. RN EMEREEL KNS RRNEAN, BERAKZSNEFEE? £, SEMEN, BEsNTR
H, *gg%i%%ftffﬁ&o ZMERHEE EERES KN FRIRENAS, FHENAE., REFTHFHEENEMN, 1
EEHREN,

There’s this amazing passage in John 13 when Jesus, the leader, the teacher, the master of the disciples, takes
off his outer robe and ties it around his waist like a common household servant. And begins washing the disci—
ples’ feet. Which is something a Rabbi and leader would never be caught doing. And of course the disciples are
astonished at this. And after he gets done doing this, he says Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 | have set you an example that you should do as | have
done for you. ENHR S 1R R A B —EBRABX AL, BRER, SUEHM, SA0, PIEMNENE, R TMMAIMBINIRE
—IMIERERE, AEFRBAPIHERRN. EE—EEXBEMEKAGHNE., MUPIERREST. SEEFRMTENHS 2
;ﬁ, bR, WS, RAENENHED, SELREMRFIRR, REES BMITM., 1315 FAMRML T —EEEk,
FRIRPIROER.

Jesus did not come to be served but to serve. And he invites us to do the same. EREREHAEEA RGN ERFTA
89, mHEMEESGER I,

As Brad so beautifully spoke on last week, When God made a covenant with Abraham, at the birth of this nation
of Israel, God moved between the animal bones to signify, “if | don’t hold up my end of the deal, may | be like
these bones, dead and ripped apart, but also, if you don’t hold up your end of the deal, may | also be like these
bones, dead and ripped apart. IEA0 LBEMEEKEAIEFZEETR, EUBIIENFR, EMEDERLOR, S
TEB—DR_IOEMY, 2R, MRILBRETHNAGE, MERUEELERS, HERER, BE—F, R
BREITIRIAEG, LERUNEELRS, HWERMH,



The God we worship, set an example, that though He is mighty, great, holy, majestic, infinite, more holy and righ—
teous than any priest possibly could be, he willingly lays down his life for those he created. Because he loves us.
Because he longs to be with us. God longs to be with us. Not because he needs us, but because it is His Joy. ¥
PIFFRNENAIMH, MARPIRNI—EEE, BWAMEZEEN, FERRY, BZEN, SSELA, ArRER, EANRS
%BE%@E? i EEREAMBIENAEE—LO, ASRMERM., ASMENEMAE—&E. FERAMFIERMM, m

We use a lot of weird language in church. We have songs that say things like “I've been washed by the blood of
the lamb”.What in the world? Just put yourself in the shoes of a first time church goer. There are probably those
of you in the room right now. Thinking, “what kind of weird cult have | gotten myself into?” | know it seems really
primitive and weird, T EEHFIRRZIZENFE, BFAEFTREEKEN " KEZBRFMARE . BEIKSE?
BE—TREE—KHYE, RATEEEMBERNALK. (R0, "B EEZRECRETE—EFIZARN? ” FA
B, ERERRAEZRE,

But blood represents life. It is the blood in my body that keeps me alive. The distribution of oxygen, and the
resistance of toxins. It is blood that represents life. And in this very strange primitive ritual of animal sacrifice, it
is the blood of a spotless perfect sacrifice that is used to signify the purification of human beings. 1B 2 MARE
i, eRFEENMERESE. BEXER, NFSEENSERE. FIMOARES. MMEERIEENRBNIRSEET
t, @SN —EXEERNEHNIDEN T HRMANED,

So why animal sacrifice? Why is this the mode of worship for the people of YHWH. Well God used this system,
this language that the people were already speaking, and tweaked it, in order to communicate something about
himself that was different from the other gods. FiEABMTEEZRRM? A EBERNFEH A EXRMENENTR?
EAARMERERE, ERAMEATNEE, Kthil@z, SRAMMEERINEM TR,

These ritual sacrifices were pointing to a future, larger sacrifice. L&D _E ARSI FETRE R R —(IE = AHR

A0 o

When John the Baptist announces Jesus, he says “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”
Jesus’ blood poured out for humanity. EE%AME SERERRT, MR "B, EHNERF, BREHATEEN. 7 BRI
MERHEALEMRA,

In humanity’s best understanding of who Jesus was, we believe him to be fully man and fully God. A 200% per—
son. Or perhaps he is the only human that is fully who we are supposed to be, maybe we are 50% persons with—
out God. And if we remember the story of the Bible, it’s about heaven and earth being reunited, God and human
beings together again. And what is Jesus if not the perfect manifestation of that story? Fully Man, Fully Divine,
Fully Heaven, and fully Earth. ZEEM AR RIFVRAE, HABEGHETENALETEN®E, —EmEN
Ao WEFRIGRENERE — BT 2 EMNEARIENA, MRAEMETENHRMAREFERNTENA . BMECESEEE
ﬁﬁ%@ﬁ’\], REMERES, HEAGBEAE—E, BHRNRTEEAENTERRINEMEIRE? tMEE A, £, £X,
Fih,

His blood, His life, cleansing humanity, restoring us to be who we were always created to be. When he asks us to
come to the table of Communion, the Eucharist, the bread and the cup, when we eat of his body, and drink of his
blood, it is his blood, his LIFE that moves through us and restores us to who we were always meant to be. A holy
transfusion. A9, A4S, BRETEALE, ERMIMEMZERNAL, EMEBERMEIRAIK, HEER, B

BEH, SBRMZTMEAR, BTN, BHEMMm, mREaEERMNSEE, ERMER, ERZEM

Don’t you love the BIBLE?! Don’t you love the lengths God went to for us to know his love? And as Jesus poured
out his life as Jesus comes to serve, he asks us to do the same. As he lowers himself to serve, he invites us to
serve. REBEAEEKIR? REEAEMAZERMAEMNEMMANE—T)? GREBEFKAIMB L4, RSPIERE,
fhERFFIEREM, EMAAERSGE, MEBERMDEKRS.



That was the plan from the outset, that the Israelites would be set apart in their trust of God. so that they could
share the light and love of God with the world. Gen 22:18 God says to Abraham ... and through your offspring all
nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.” —B3t8, MEFIARZHHOSREIHEL K,
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See somewhere along the way, many of the Israelites lost the plot.miZEHY, FFZLUARIIAEL TEAHHINR
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Jesus came to the earth, and observed that the religious elite had forgotten the mission. That all would come to
know the glory of the Lord. That all would come to worship him. That heaven would meet earth. ERgR:REIH F, &
ARBERALTEETR TEY, SAMEAMEZMETNGRE, BB ASERFFEMNE, BEXREHEMES
OPEN

These rituals, this primitive system, God used this primitive system to communicate something about himself. To
communicate something about who he wanted his people to be. That if you really want to be in my presence, if
you really want to be in my dwelling place, you need to be willing to get your hands dirty. You need to be willing
to lay down your life in the service of others. And that’s going to get messy. ELEDR, BERBNEALS, LHEA
TEMRBNAGROABEME S, EEMAEAFNAHBENTFRIOES: NRGENEGIARNER, WR
TENBEERNEM, GUEREFHECHNTF, BREEREARSBMAMBYECNESG. BRIAEZN

Some of us may look at Leviticus and think “Well, I'm off the hook, because I’'m not a member of the clergy.”

But what Jesus did was start a movement where the kingdom of God was ushered in not by religious elite, but
the poor. The sermon on the mount in Matthew 5-7 was described by one scholar as Jesus’ Inaugural Address.
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.” What radical words for a people who came
from this culture of priesthood. P BELATEEEEN RS, AEE: “REME, TERNE, RERTEMHEA
8, "EREAMMNRAREE T —15EE, LFHNEEAESHMEASHABN, MedsBEARBN. —UBEHFBEX
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See Leviticus is in the Old Testament, and there’s something really cool that happens in the New Testament
around the time of Jesus. The concept of the royal priesthood was being given over to the people. 2 R FlIZRsCE

B, EEERRSRIRER, ATPHEERE T —LIFERENSE. BRRINRNEEBRGAR.

The obligation of priesthood was now being given to all who followed Jesus.IR#E, FiE IRFEESERAIAERIRER F 75
ENES

@ 1 Peter 2 — You are a chosen race. A holy priesthood. {RIEEIRENIRIE, 2EEEBENRT
O What does a priest of Jesus look like? BFERRIR 5] £ 2%

O Mark 9 — The 12 are arguing about who is the best among them. “Last of all and servant of all.” & 12 {AFIFES

At E PRI, SRR THEAARSFEERM, MOMERAREN, ERANBA. J

@® Mark 10:35-45 : | know about power structures. | know how your society works. | came to give my life as a

ransom for many. 3 7 BRE N EE, BAEMRLUENEE, BRAFSASE T A,

We are meant to be the priesthood. There’s this story where Jesus is asked by a woman what mountain we
should worship on? And Jesus responds saying that a time is coming and has already come where true worship-
pers will worship in Spirit and in Truth. fSIEEMARE): T EKES, —EARBEBERERPIEZERMELL L3
7 ISR, —EEENTFFEREEENEREPHFEFNRA EEKER.,

He's saying that to dwell in the presence of God will no longer be about geography. We ,though we do not work
in the Temple, will be those who dwell in the presence of God 123, & EHEESIE2EEER, EEHM
AEERETE, EBRMABEREELTEETHA



Because that’s the whole point of the Tabernacle and later the temple, to draw near to the presence of God as
God draws near to us. But Jesus radically changed the nature of how human beings interacted with the presence
of God. B8R MEBRNEME S MR, HMERMNEENRSIMmETH, EFHERERA L& 7 ALRE
BEERHI.

In the Gospel of John, John writes that Jesus came and “dwelled” among us. That word best directly translates
as He came and “tabernacled” among us, You have to love the Bible! He brought heaven to earth. AE7E455 1
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And now, we see the fruition of what God was trying to show us, because of the cleansing power of his life
blood, Jesus offered the touch of God to the untouchables. Instead of the unclean making the priests unclean,
Jesus Laid hands on the unclean, and rather than their state making Jesus unclean, Jesus made the unclean,
clean. Wherever he went, Heaven followed. The temple was wherever he was. Sick became healed, blind could
see, lame could walk. The dead became alive. Ii7E, FHMEE T LFRE@BFRTHER, HRMMIOMASRFEXR
A8, BERERIEMREAAINEAMIEE| EWAA, BENRAMNRRAR, BMRFETNZNANSG £, REMNZHWAZRF
T, EEIME, REMBIE, WMAGER, BFEER, F?TL/{M;E& EFEAMEET .

The same God who proclaimed 7 times in the portion of scripture thousands of years before Jesus walked the
Earth, said, | The LORD am making you holy, was following through on this promise through Jesus. And the
method Jesus used was service and sacrifice. A perfect and selfless love. BRERE X E S T ERIELHHM L
M7 K, RANE, BIRRARR, BBEER, MitrRENEM, BRFEUR, —ERERELNEIE,

When Jesus said, be perfect therefore as your heavenly father is perfect.” He was referring to the act of love for

your enemies. EERERERAT, EMEITTE, EAR/MIURRHMETEN. “MIENZREMANE,

We are a priesthood set apart, so that we can be better equipped to lay down our lives for the world, as Jesus

did FMEDAIRERRE, FEBFRAINEFREES, GEFBRAEFEEECES.

We are made holy by knowing his love. And loving everyone with the same reckless disregard for their suitability
to be in God’s Presence. BB INE, HMMMAER, TUEKNERZEEA, ERtMESESHEFTEE.

We set these priests apart to be perfect and beautiful and pure, only to be covered in blood. Laying down their
lives for the service of the people. HMIZ D AIAERIRS], FHMTE, £E, MR RWENES. W MNESRS
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This idea of self-discipline and righteousness is so much more fulfilling if it's not done for its own sake. When we
follow rules for the sake of being good at following rules, we miss out on the full mission of God. A& &% T B
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Dr. Amy Oden wrote a book about the discipline of Christian Mindfulness and she says this:

“Any spiritual practice, Chrisitan or otherwise, can become perverted by self-absorption. However, the proper
telos (ultimate objective) of all Christian spiritual practices, including mindfulness, is not self-improvement. Rath—
er, the proper end is to be transformed into Christlikeness, to participate in God’s dream for the world. To be
absolutely clear, if mindfulness practice stops at self alone then it fails as a Christian practice. On the other hand,
this simple, accessible, adaptable spiritual practice can, through the spirit’s power, transform lives and bless the
world.” — Dr. Amy G Oden.
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Jesus brings down a ministry of reconciliation and then charges us with the same mission. BR#R75 2 7 Ed 14789
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Agents of reconciliation — 2 Corinthians 5

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was
reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us
the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal
through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin
for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 1758 AEEBE, MMEMNENA, EEE
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Don’t you love the Bible. We are continue the work of reconciliation by bringing heaven with us wherever we go!
REERE RGNS BMERETIIME, MI/REFTIHRMEE, KEMAEGETREARRE

Earlier in this same passage Paul writes that “we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those who are
being saved” (REEEEIERNEREE: "EARMEHER, ERETFSVNOASLATHOAS L, SEEEEEFZ
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When we are with people, they should be asking, “You’ve been with Jesus haven’t you? You've touched heaven
haven’t you?” Guess how they smell heaven on us. Not just by being well behaved. They smell heaven on us When
we serve them. When we lay down our lives for them. And we get to reply, “Yes, heaven is in my heart because |
am loved by Jesus, and | lay down my life for you, because Jesus laid down his life for me. &I A £ —ich,
fthPIEEZE . “RELERERE—#2 T 57 MRS T REME? " BHEMMUERERME LEXE., MERTARRRYT., B
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Jesus set for us an example, and now we are to carry the presence of God to the world. As temples of God’s
presence, wherever we go, heaven should follow. We should carry with us the aroma of heaven. Bk a3 ftiiL 7
1B, RERMELLTOREFTIER L, THBEMAEIINE, FABEENRT, REHAFIRME, HPIEZERT
ERENER.
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