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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
LEVITICUS 23; EXODUS 12:3-6; EXODUS 14:29-30; EXODUS 19:1; 
HOSEA 6:3; JOHN 12:1; MARK 15:25, 46; MARK 15:1-6; ACTS 2:1-4; 
1 CORINTHIANS 15:50-52; MATTHEW 25:31-32; REVELATION 21:3; 
MATTHEW 9:35-38 

This week’s message demonstrates how the festivals outlined in Leviticus 
chapter 23 reveal God’s plan for humanity. The festivals that were 
celebrated in the springtime have multiple parallels with Jesus’ life. The 
festivals that were celebrated in the fall seem to have parallels with what 
Jesus’ second coming will be like. That places us in the summer, a season 
to work for God’s harvest in the world. 

For a more comprehensive look at the relationship between the festivals, 
Jesus’ work, and what is to come in the renewal of all things outlined in this 
week’s message, check out the chart on the last page of these notes.

 
LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over for 
5-10 minutes.

1. What is your favorite holiday and why? 

2. What was your high/low for this past week (or since group last met)? 

3. What’s one interesting thing you learned from the sermon this week? 

4. What’s your favorite Christmas memory as a kid?  

LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three 
questions max.

1. What do you learn about the Passover from Leviticus 23 and  
Exodus 12:3-6? What similarities do you see to these passages and  
the description of Jesus’ crucifixion and the days before that in  
John 12:1; Mark 15:25, 46; Mark 15:1-6?

2. Read the description of the Feast of Weeks in Leviticus 23 and then 
Acts 2:1-4. Does knowing that the Acts passage took place during the 
Feast of Weeks change your understanding of this passage in any 
way? Are there any similarities that you see between the two events 
and what they were celebrating?

3. Look at the description of the Feast of Trumpets in Leviticus 23, then 
read 1 Corinthians 15:50-52. Do you see any similarities or things that 
might be related in these two passages? 

4. Again, compare the Day of Atonement in Leviticus 23 to Jesus’ 
description of the judgment in Matthew 35:31-32. Are there any 
similarities to what’s being described in these two passages? How 
does this better help you understand these passages? 

5. Compare the description of the Feast of Tabernacles with Revelation 
21:3. How do these two passages inform your understanding of what 
God will do in the world? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
These questions are designed to help  
lead your group through a progression  
of engagement with the Bible passage(s) 
and the speaker’s message. They can help 
you understand and apply the teaching.
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6. Pastor Brad points out that Jesus’ first coming has many parallels  
with the spring festivals that God gave the people of Israel to celebrate 
and that his second coming will have parallels with the fall festivals. 
That means that all who live between Jesus’ two appearances are living 
in the summer. What does Matthew 9:37-38 tell you about the work 
Jesus has for us to do in this season?

 
LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible to today. 
Spend about15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Pastor Brad said that some scholars believe these festivals in Leviticus 
23 are extremely important because they outline God’s plan for 
humanity. After reading these passages and listening to Pastor Brad’s 
sermon, do you agree or disagree? Why? What new insight about the 
Bible do you have? 

2. There are multiple parallels between the descriptions of these festivals 
and events that happened in the life of Jesus. How might these 
parallels encourage followers of Jesus today? How do you think our 
daily life and relationship with God might be impacted by the presence 
of these parallels? 

3. Many of these festivals had ties to things that had happened in Israel’s 
past. They celebrated them to honor the past, but also as a reminder 
that God would be faithful in the future. Do we have any practices like 
this in the church today? What are they? If you can’t think of any, what 
might a practice like this look like in today’s world? 

4. Pastor Brad points out that we are living in harvest time, the time 
between Jesus’s first coming (paralleling Israel’s spring festivals) and 
his second coming (paralleling Jesus’ second coming). What do you 
think it looks like today to live in harvest time? Do you know someone 
who is doing that well? What does their life look like?

LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to apply the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Does the idea that God has a master plan for humanity encourage you 
or is that challenging for you? Why? What have you learned from these 
passages/this sermon? 

2. How has God used things in your past to encourage you or prepare 
you for the future? 

3. Do you have a regular practice of remembering what God has done, 
either something that you do individually or with your family, small 
group, or church? Why might this be valuable?

4. What part do you think God is calling you to play in the work of the 
harvest in this season of your life? 

5. How would you rate your ability to trust in God’s plan for your life  
and for our world? How does that play out in your day to day life? 

CONTINUED:

cont.
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LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day to 
day life. Choose one question and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. Do you have difficulty trusting in God’s plan? This week, commit to 
praying and asking God to help you trust him more. Make sure to  
pull in a close friend or family member to pray with you. 

2. Do you need to start a practice or tradition or remembrance in  
your life? What can you do this week to remember what God has  
done for you as a reminder of his faithfulness? 

3. What’s one way that you can work for God’s harvest in the world  
this week? 

CONTINUED:

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich, Jamie Lilley, Josiah Johnson, and the  
Adult Ministry Team for this week’s notes and questions.



GOD IN SEARCH OF US
LEVITICUS 23, PART 2 “THIS THING IS GOING SOMEWHERE.”
THE RHYTHMS AND RHYMES OF THE FESTIVALS

“SPRING” “SUMMER” “FALL”

Feast or ”Moed” 
+ Convocation or  
Rehearsal/“Mikra”
Are these appointed feasts 
some kind of rehearsal?

Passover Unleavened Bread First Fruits Pentecost/Weeks Trumpets Atonement Tabernacles

Timing
14th day  
of 1st month

15th day  
of the 1st month

1st day  
of the 3rd month

Activity/practice

• The Passover lamb comes 
into the house on the 10th 
day, 4 days before its 
sacrifice.

• Sacrifice occurs at 3 PM
• Redemptive blood spilled, 

spread on the doorpost

• The people leave Egypt  
on the 15th day

• They travel 3 days  
to the Red Sea

• Cross the sea, finally  
delivered from slavery on 
the following, or 18th day

• The people arrive at Sinai
• God rescued them and 

taught them how to live 
with him.

• They didn’t earn it (grace) 
or deserve it (mercy)

• Fire and wind

• The people’s sins are 
placed on the scapegoat.

• Then the goat is sent into 
the wilderness separating 
their sin from the people, 
whom Jesus called, “...
sheep...”

• Tabernacles means “tents”
• Last of the Fall feasts,  

it was a huge party
• A reminder of their time  

in the wilderness, and 
God’s presence with them

Jesus prophecy in Hosea 6:3 
“He will come to us...” “... and former rain to the earth.” (All of the Spring festivals correspond to Jesus 1st coming.) “...like the rain, Like the latter...” (All of the Fall festivals correspond to Jesus 2nd coming.)

Jesus and his ministry

• Jesus enters in Jerusalem 
4 days before Passover 

• Crucified at 3PM
• Redemptive blood spilled

• Jesus in the tomb 3 days
• Then, the Resurrection; 

deliverance from slavery  
of sin + death

• The giving of the Spirit  
to the newborn Church 
(Acts 2), after which the 
“Helper” or “Advocate”  
will teach them how  
to live with God

• Fire and wind

<- The “Spring Festivals”  
have already happened.

The “Fall Festivals”  
are yet to come. ->

Biblically speaking,  
we are in the Summer.

And what happens then?
The Summer Harvest

Matthew 9:37–38 “The harvest 
is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few; therefore pray earnestly to 
the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into his harvest.”

• Why does Jesus use 
“harvest” as an image? 
Because he uses the 
language of the feasts.

• Because the “harvest”  
is ripe, we workers have  
a purpose, a job to do.

1 Cor. 15:52 “..For the trumpet 
will sound, and the dead will  
be raised imperishable,  
and we shall be changed.”

Jesus will return and his return 
will be inaugurated of the 
blowing of a trumpet, just like 
the Feast of Trumpets.

Matthew 25:31–32 “When 
the Son of Man comes in his 
glory...he will separate  
people one from another as  
a shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats.”
• The sheep are those who 

have called on the name  
of Jesus.

• The goats are those  
who refused him

• They will be separated 
- Sheep, with Jesus. 
- Goats, sent away.

Revelation 21:3 “And I heard 
a loud voice from the throne 
saying, “Behold, the dwelling 
place of God is with man. He 
will dwell (tabernacle) with 
them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will 
be with them as their God.”

The language is strikingly  
similar to that of the Feast  
of Tabernacles.


