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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
LEVITICUS 24; 1 SAMUEL 16:12–13; EPHESIANS 5:17–18;  
ROMANS 8:9–11; HEBREWS 12:5–7, 11; ACTS 1:8; GENESIS 1:3–5;  
PSALM 119:105; 1 JOHN 1:5; JOHN 8:12; MATTHEW 5:14–16;  
AND PHILIPPIANS 2:14–15  

This week we have the opportunity to be captivated by the glory of a God 
who is searching for us like a lamp in the darkness. We encounter the glory 
of God in the presence of the Holy Spirit, and the continuing work of Jesus 
in our lives. The Bible teaches this by using the metaphor of light.  We first 
learn about how the priests were instructed in Leviticus 24 to tend the 
lamp stand by filling its cups with “clear oil” and trimming the wicks. It was 
their job to keep the fire burning. 

This mirrors what life should be like as Jesus followers. We should be filled 
with the “oil” of the Spirit so our lives burn bright with the light of God’s 
Presence. Each of us are uniquely made to shine like stars, bringing light 
and life into the dark places of the world. And the Holy Spirit is the power 
source for you living life to the fullest.

 
LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over for 
5-10 minutes.

1. Have you ever been exploring a cave and at one point turned off all 
the flashlights? What was that feeling?

2. What is your favorite color of sunsets?

3. We all find joy in life in different ways, but are you someone who 
sings loud in the car when you’re alone?

4. When it comes to PB&J: toast or bread?

5. What does “power” mean to you?  

LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three 
questions max.

1. Read Ephesians 5:17–18. What does this passage tell us about our 
role in the world? How do we get filled with the Holy Spirit? 

2. How does Romans 8:9–11 teach us that the Spirit in us matters?  
Think about human nature and what this tells us we were made for. 

3. If you have ever had a candle, you know that wicks on them need to 
be trimmed if they’re to be taken care of properly. What more does 
Hebrews 12:5–7 teach us about how this applies to our lives? 

4. Acts 1:8 says, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be my  witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Jesus says that the 
purpose of having power is to be a witness. Do you think you always 
have to have power to be a witness? If so, why is power necessary 
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in witnessing — specifically the power of the Holy Spirit that Jesus 
promises and the Bible teaches about?

5. Psalm 119:105, Matthew 5:14–16, John 8:12, 1 John 1:5 and many other 
verses in the Bible use light to describe how God interacts with us. 
What qualities of light make it not only a good metaphor but also a 
relatable and tangible way to understand who we were made to be?

 
LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible to today. 
Spend about15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. If the power of the Lord is made available to us through the Holy 
spirit and many people are already walking in the Spirit, where do 
you see examples of this power today?

2. Jesus taught and showed by example that people were made to live 
in the light. The Bible also teaches that until we open our eyes to the 
light, we’re walking around in the darkness. If everyone were to open 
their eyes to the fullness of life what major changes would you see in 
how people treated each other and treated the world?

3. The Holy Spirit seems to be a Christian teaching that can be difficult 
to understand, even for people who have been following Jesus for 
a while. However, the Bible gives us helpful images like oil (Leviticus 
24) to help us understand the Spirit. Can you think of images or 
metaphors to explain the power of the Holy Spirit in our culture 
today?

4. What do you think American society thinks about being guided by 
God? 

5. This week we talked about being the light. We also talked about the 
comparison between light and darkness. Do you think that people 
can be evil all on their own, or does there have to be a spiritual force 
behind it? In your opinion how does a person resist temptation?

LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to apply the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Samuel the prophet was a non-political figure leading a nation-
state. Do you feel like you have filled a role at any point in your life 
which didn’t look or feel typical? How did it make you feel? Do you 
understand the merit in that season? 

2. God creates us with different qualities and the Holy Spirit gifts us 
supernaturally so that we might live life to the fullest and be a light 
to the world. What unique qualities do you have that shine light like 
stars in the world?

3. When you face a challenge or hardship, what is your first thought 
about what’s happening? Do you find yourself of the opinion that 
everything happens for a reason, or do you believe things happen  
by more because of coincidence and chance?

CONTINUED:
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4. Do you have things in your life that are causing you to live  
in darkness? 

5. Think about the last time you were inspired so much that it spurred 
you to a noble action. Why do you think about that moment was 
inspiring and how can you be a person who harnesses the power  
of inspiration to build others up? 

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day to 
day life. Choose one question and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. Find ways this week to share with others whatever unique life and 
light you bring to the world.  

2. Go outside and look at the sky. Take a night this week to observe 
the stars. If you don’t have the opportunity to see the sky, do this 
metaphorically. 

3. Pray for a baptism in the Holy Spirit. This means that you ask the 
Holy Spirit to come upon you and anoint you with gifts and show 
who God’s made you to be. You can do this alone, but the Bible 
teaches us we find the fullness of life in community with others.  
Ask a friend or a pastor to pray with you, and may you receive  
the fullness of every promise the Lord has for you. 
 
“O Lord, I want to receive the baptism of your Holy Spirit. I confess 
my sins and repent from them. Please baptize me with your Holy 
Spirit to be empowered to walk before you in righteousness. May 
your Spirit transform me into the person who you made me to be, 
one who will live a triumphant life on earth.”

CONTINUED:

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich, Jamie Lilley, Josiah Johnson, and the  
Adult Ministry Team for this week’s notes and questions.


