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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
LEVITICUS 1-27   

To understand Leviticus, we must understand the world in which it first 
appeared. The book is part of a larger story, one about a God unlike any 
other who wants to transform humanity into a people unlike any other. This 
week’s message, the final in our series, offers a recap. It describes how 
each of the 27 chapters in Leviticus can be arranged into seven categories, 
which mirror one another, pointing us to the central message of the book.

We look at the various laws regarding rituals, the priesthood, and purity. 
Through this, we learned that there has always been a barrier between God 
and people. For generations, we’ve tried to cross that barrier in our own 
way in order to get to God. That hasn’t worked, which is why God chose to 
cross the barrier and dwell among his people. In Leviticus, he generously 
taught his people how to draw near to him, and showed them where he 
resides. This barrier is fully and finally broken by Jesus. God first dwelt in a 
tent to teach us who he is. He then came and dwelt among us as Jesus to 
teach us how we might live with him and one another.

Chapter 27 stands somewhat alone from the rest of the book because 
it tells us how God wants us to respond to his generosity. When we are 
generous like God, people become aware of his Spirit at work. We help 
bridge the distance between God and other people. This is an invitation 
extended to each of us today. We can be a people unlike any other people 
by the presence of the Spirit who will reside in all of us if invited.

 
LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over 
for 5-10 minutes.

1. Last week we were encouraged to be intentional about our 
thankfulness to God. Did you thank God each day for something?  
If you did, how did expressing gratitude alter your week?

2. What images come to mind when you think about God? 

3. Have you ever thought about God physically dwelling with you? 
What language and phrases would you use to describe that?

4. What was the last big problem or obstacle you ever faced?  
How did you overcome it?

5. What was one thing that made you confident in yourself last week?  

LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. When you read the book of Leviticus, what are some key moments  
you observe where the Lord shows himself to be unlike other Gods?

2. When you read the book of Leviticus, what are key moments  
you identify that show you how God made the Israelites a people 
unlike other people? 
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3. God dwelt with the people in the tent called the Tabernacle, or The 
Tent of Meeting, It showed he was a God who presented himself in 
physical ways. Later, God takes human form as Jesus. How does God 
dwelling with us in a tent help us understand and appreciate him 
dwelling with us as a human? 

4. Leviticus 27 teaches us how to be generous back to God. When we 
give generously to God’s work, the “tent “gets bigger, meaning the 
presence of the Lord expands. Why do you think that is and how 
does that impact the image we have of who God is?

5. In Luke 10:27 Jesus commands, “Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, soul, mind, and strength”. In the light of what we learn 
in Leviticus chapter 27, does this command make more sense? 
Does Luke 10:27 make it easier or harder to understand what might 
motivate generosity to God?

 
LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible  
to today. Spend about15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. What major barrier in our society prevents people from being the 
way God made them to be—a people unlike any other people? 
Corban is the phrase used in Leviticus that describe drawing near to 
God. In our culture, what gets in the way of corban? 

2. God used elements of culture the ancient Hebrews were familiar  
with to draw them to himself. What are ways God chooses to meet 
us that are specific to our culture? What characteristics of Jesus are 
most attractive or relevant to us in our time?

3. What holy moments and holy spaces have you encountered in the 
world in the past week? How do those match the holy moments and 
spaces we learned about during our study of Leviticus?  

4. If the presence of the Lord expands to new places, and if he 
specifically uses people as witnesses to His presence, we can start 
to engage the world and the people around us differently. How does 
this influence the way we interpret Jesus’s command to love your 
neighbor as yourself? 

5. In what ways have you seen the church or the larger society lean 
on rituals and “religious” law to create more barriers, rather than 
breaking barriers so people can encounter the Spirit of the Lord?

LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to apply the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Jesus makes us holy. Have ever thought about holiness? What 
characteristics come to mind? Do you see those in yourself?

2. God shows us his love through his generosity, and by giving us 
gifts of the Spirit. We also lovingly give gifts that are specific and 
intentional. How could you be someone who more intentionally 
reflects God’s good love because of your generosity? 

CONTINUED:
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3. What characteristics of Jesus do you have? He constantly crossed 
barriers to meet people where they were and free them from sin-
slavery. How do you cross barriers to combat sin and injustice? 

4. God is always associated with life. He is the source of life and 
opposed to death. What needs to die in you so that you are more 
truly alive? What things do you need to leave behind when you cross 
the barrier and draw near to God?

5. What false barriers have you kept up in your heart that you believe 
the Lord has already crossed? Why do you think you put up barriers 
to the Spirit of God?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day to 
day life. Choose one question and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. Take inventory of your life and the characteristics you have that make 
you like Jesus. If you have not invited the Holy Spirit to empower 
your life, ask him to partner with you by giving you new gifts that can 
amplify those characteristics.  

2. Pick one way to love the people around you in new and better  
ways this week. We love our neighbors best when we help meet  
their immediate needs. 

3. Where can you invitee more of God’s presence into your life? What 
are the areas that you have blocked off from the Spirit of the Lord? 
Take a metaphorical step in that direction and submit those areas  
to God. Invite the Holy Spirit into the places in your life you have  
kept to yourself.

CONTINUED:

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich, Bob Barkema, Jamie Lilley,  
and the Adult Ministry Team for sermon notes and questions.


