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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
GENESIS 16, LUKE 2:29-32   

This week, we look at experiencing a wilderness season when we are on the 
run by examining the story of a woman named Hagar. We see a stunning 
example of what can happen when we meet God in the wilderness. Hagar 
was an enslaved Egyptian serving Abram (Abraham0 and Saria (Sarah). 
She is given as a surrogate to Abram by the childless Saria and becomes 
pregnant. Afterwards, Saria mistreats her and Hagar flees to the wilderness. 

God pursues her while she’s on the run, and two significant things happen: 
the Angel of the Lord shows her that she’s not just an enslaved piece of 
property. She is actually seen, known, loved. She is also involved in the 
purpose of God. By studying this interaction further, we also learn that the 
wilderness is not just where we hear God, it’s also where we are heard by 
God. The passage honors Hagar’s response to God where she names him. 

As God approaches us during our own wilderness times, he always brings 
hope. We are not solely defined by our current life circumstances. Instead, 
like Hagar, God speaks to us of who we are in his eyes. It doesn’t matter 
where you are, the God Who Sees can meet you there. He can find you 
there.  And He can do something in your wilderness that will send ripples 
of his goodness from your life into a hopeless world.

 
LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over 
for 5-10 minutes.

1. When was the last time you went on a run? How far did you go and 
how long did it take you?

2. What traditions do you and your family or friends share? Have you 
personally created any new traditions?

3. What is something you do by second nature and never think about?

4. Have you passed on opportunities because you felt unsure or 
insecure? Have you seen others pass on opportunities they should 
have seized?

5. Last week you were encouraged to use Proverbs 2:3-6 as an 
inspiration for your prayers, seeking God’s will for you in whatever 
situation you’re walking through. Did you have a moment when you 
heard God’s voice?

LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. In Genesis 16:7-8 the Lord finds Hagar in the desert. What is the 
significance of The Spirit of God calling her by name when she has 
only been referred by her circumstance: being an enslaved person?

2. In Genesis 16:7-10 the angel of the Lord tells Hagar to go back to 
the place she came from, but in a different way. What are the key 
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ingredients that make that journey possible? How does the Angel of 
the Lord justify the Lord’s direction?

3. When Hagar answers the angel of the lord, she only addresses where 
she has been, not where she is going. What does this tell us about 
her outlook on the future? How does the Lord meet her in this state?

4. Why is it so important for God to give Hagar the promise that her 
son will be blessed by God, involved in the purpose of God, and will 
not be enslaved?

5. In Luke 2:29-32, a man named Simeon recognized Jesus post-
resurrection. Take note of him calling Jesus “a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles, and the glory of [His] people Israel”. How does this help 
us understand the magnitude of God’s love for people, especially 
people in the wilderness? 

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible  
to today. Spend about15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. What are the coping mechanisms our society teaches us to use  
when we feel like giving up? Are they effective? Healthy? Holy?  
Why, or why not?

2. How does our society name the wilderness? Who are we taught to 
blame for wilderness seasons?

3. The Bible teaches us that we are safe in the presence of the Lord. 
Do you think this is important to people today? Do you think it’s 
relevant? Why, or why not?

4. How important is it to be able to give a name to a person or 
experience? In our culture do you find people more or less often use 
someone’s experience to name their identity? What are some pros 
and cons of doing this?

5. When our culture references God, do we tend to think of a 
relationship, like a two-way street, a back and forth, or a relationship 
that is one sided and mostly driven by us? How does this week’s 
message help make God personal? Particularly in wilderness seasons, 
are we taught to seek God rather than listen to God seeking us?

LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to apply the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. The wilderness is where God rewrites the unhealthy recipes of our 
lives. What unhealthy habits do you have? Can you imagine what 
your life would look like if you allowed God to heal, reconcile, and 
redeem those?

2.  Where have you come from and where are you going? God asks this 
question to Hagar not about her physical location but about her life. 
What about you? Where have you come from and where are you 
going? 
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3.  What question do you think God is asking you? 

4.  Do you feel forsaken or invisible? What are the names you have 
given yourself? Do you tend to liken your identity with your 
circumstance? Who do you think God says you are? 

5. Up until this moment in the wilderness, the biggest god Hagar knew 
was Amman-Ra: The Hidden One. But through this experience, Hagar 
met the one true God and named Him: The One Who sees her. What 
names might you give God based on your experience with him?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day to 
day life. Choose one question and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. What good news do you have to share with the world? What are the 
stories of grace in your life you have? Take some time to think about 
this and share your reflections with others. 

2. Allow God to rewrite your unhealthy recipes. Ask God: Is there 
something I believe about your character that is not who You 
are? Am I believing anything about me that is untrue? What is the 
prevailing truth for this season of my life?

3. If you find yourself in a wilderness season and hear a voice telling 
you to give up, set aside time to reject that. God always comes with 
hope. There is always a god-given future ahead for you. Ask the Lord 
to give you that clarity and hope this week.
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