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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
NEHEMIAH 8:1-5, 9-12, JOHN 5:37-40   

This week Pastor Lane wraps up our current series on Hearing God in the 
Wilderness by posing a key question, “How do I hear God’s voice?” At the 
core of the message is the assurance that we can hear God’s voice through 
scripture and even through the trans-rational (beyond our understanding) 
movement of the Holy Spirit, as we seek a deeper relationship with Jesus. 

The main text for this message is from a story about the Children of 
Israel, who were forced into exile away from the land of promise after 
they broke God’s covenant through idol worship and rebellion. After 
50+ years, they were allowed to return to their homeland and rebuilt the 
Temple and the walls around Jerusalem. The books of Ezra and Nehemiah 
give us insight into this time. This message focuses on Nehemiah 8.

As he unpacks this story, Pastor Lane emphasizes that scripture without 
relationship is just religion. Jesus doesn’t want us to join a religion as much 
as he wants us to be in relationship – part of his family!

 
LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over 
for 5-10 minutes.

1. Who is your favorite public speaker or speech or all time?

2. What is the longest you have ever spent binge-watching a show  
or a series on TV? What motivated you to do that?

3. Think of some different ways we communicate with each other. 
Aside from using our voices, what are some less-common ways  
that come to mind?

4. What are some things that motivate you to seek out and listen  
to the input of others?

5. What was the last thing you asked of God?

LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. Pastor Lane raises a key question: How do we know God’s voice? 
According to John 10: 3-16, what does Jesus say about those who 
follow him?

2. What is one of the first requests that the people of Israel make 
of Ezra, their Priest and Teacher of the Law of Moses (Genesis – 
Deuteronomy in our Bibles) in Nehemiah 8:1-3? How could this be 
considered hearing God’s voice?

3. In what ways did the Israelites respond to the reading of scriptures 
in Nehemiah 8:5-9? What did Ezra, Nehemiah, and the Levites 
encourage them to do instead?
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4. The Pharisees and Sadducees of Jesus’ time were voracious readers 
of the Law of Moses. What accusation does Jesus level against them 
and their command of the scriptures in John 5:37-40?

5. What are some of the different ways God got the attention of and 
spoke to people throughout the Bible, (Exodus 3:1-4, 1 Samuel 3:1-10, 
Acts 9: 1-9, Acts 10:1-23)? 

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible  
to today. Spend about15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Why do you think God used different ways to communicate to 
people in the passages we considered above?

2. In Nehemiah 8: 1-3, how long did the Israelites spend listening to 
Ezra teach from the scriptures? What do you think motivated them 
to listen as long as they did? How do you think people today would 
react to Pastor Lane preaching for a full hour?

3. Examine the response of the Israelites to the reading of the Law in 
Nehemiah 8:5-9. Why do you think they responded in this way?

4. The passage in John 10:3-16 considered above makes it clear that 
the followers of Jesus will hear his voice. Why is this message so 
important to us as followers of Jesus? How might it impact those 
around us?

5. In John 5:39-40, how did the Pharisees and Sadducees misuse the 
scriptures? How did they just get it wrong? Where do you see this 
happening today?

LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to apply the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Have you ever felt convicted after reading scripture as the Israelites 
appeared to have in Nehemiah 8:5-9? How did you respond to this? 

2. Pastor Lane mentions that another way to translate Nehemiah 8:10b 
is “God’s joy over us is where we find refuge.” What attribute of God 
do you thing this points to? Does this change how you think about 
God in any way?

3. The Israelites were motivated to hear the word of God in Nehemiah 
8. Have you ever wanted to hear from God? What motivated you to 
see his voice? What do you do when His input doesn’t align with your 
thoughts and desires?

4. The Pharisees and Sadducees used scripture in a way that divided, 
rather than uplifted the community. Have you ever witnessed this 
happening? Have you ever used scripture – God’s voice – to provide 
an exclamation point to your argument? How might you use God’s 
voice in the scriptures in a way that uplifts and edifies?

5. Consider the amazing ways God has spoken to people in the Bible. 
Have you ever had an occasion where God, in the Holy Spirit, got 
your attention and your heard him speak to you? Do you think if God 
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spoke to you in a trans-rational — a way beyond human reason, such 
as he did with Moses and a burning bush (that didn’t actually burn!) 
— do you suppose that you could hear him? Why or why not?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day to 
day life. Choose one question and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. Pastor Lane suggested that reading and even committing scripture 
to memory is something that can do to help tune the ears of our 
heart to hear the voice of the Lord, as we learn of his character and 
his message to us through his words. Read Hebrews 4:12. What does 
it say to you about the Word of God? Consider committing this verse 
to memory!

2. Read 1 John 4:7-10. What attribute of God does John share with us? 
Consider memorizing verse 8. Think of ways you can put this simple 
verse into practice in your home, in your community, in your church?

3. Invite the Holy Spirit to speak to you as you spend time reading 
the words of Jesus! Consider reading about the Good News in the 
Gospel of John again, or for the first time. How do you hear the 
Lord’s voice speak to you? Consider journaling your thoughts as the 
Holy Spirit speaks to you through His words!

CONTINUED:

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich, Bob Barkema, Jamie Lilley,  
and the Adult Ministry Team for sermon notes and questions.


