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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-17   

During this week’s message, Pastor Lane asks: “Who do you listen to? Who 
is the most influential in your life?” Those questions relate directly to our 
passage where Paul writes to the people in the church in that city who 
were struggling to be remain unified. Some of them preferred one leader, 
others wanted someone else. So, Paul challenges them, confronting their 
love of celebrity. He tells them that they have been called into fellowship 
(into unity) by Jesus, and instructs them not to divide over personalities or 
preferences, but to remain unified.

We struggle with the same thing today. We often cross the line by looking at 
people as idols rather than role models, which perpetuates the glorification 
of celebrities and in turn creates a culture of competition. We think we are 
trying to become the best self we can be, but we’re actually widening the 
divide between ourselves and others. Paul addresses this directly in his 
letter to the Corinthians. 

Rather than lining up in competing camps and fighting to be the best, we 
should follow the life and teachings of Jesus who lived a life of service. Like 
Jesus, we should actively offer self-giving love to others instead of just 
living to “get ours.” We are not supposed to be fighting one another, but 
joining together to bring hope and healing to our world. So, Pastor Lane 
also challenged us with this: If there is something happening in your world 
that breaks your heart, stop waiting for someone else to do something 
about it. Simply ask the question: “How can I serve you?”

 
LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over 
for 5-10 minutes.

1. What’s your favorite thing to do that brings people together?

2. Do you have a favorite celebrity? What qualities do they have that 
you wish to embody?

3. What is your favorite show or movie series to binge watch? Who do 
you like to share it with and why?

4. Have you ever been on a mission trip or community service project 
that created a sense of unity? Where was it and what did you do?

5.  What was the last “big win” you had as part of a team?

LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. In 1 Corinthians 1:10-17, Paul addresses the issues of division the 
people in Corinth are facing. In verse 17 he talks about the power 
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of the Gospel. What does this teach us about the character of God 
through power being found in unity and not in wisdom?

2. In 1 Corinthians 10: 17 Paul says he was called to preach not to 
baptize. Why is it important that Paul knew who he was called to be? 

3. Read Luke 22:24-30. What qualities can you use to identify a leader 
who follows Jesus?

4. Ephesians 5:21-33 teaches us about love and submission like Jesus 
who, “loved the church and gave himself up for her”. This passage 
is often used to establish who is in charge in a marriage. When you 
read this passage, does it seem to be speaking more about who’s in 
charge, or a healthy competition over who gets to serve the other? 

5. Mathew 20:28 says, “The Son of Man did not come to be served 
but to serve.” Given that Jesus is The Son of Man, how should this 
influence how we treat one another? 

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible  
to today. Spend about15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. In many ways, our culture idolizes celebrities. How does the Bible’s 
instruction to have models not idols impact a follower of Jesus when 
it comes to navigating our society.

2. What counts as an expert in American society? Does expertise have 
anything to do with power?

3. Do you think our culture practices the Biblical value of serving, i.e. 
loving your neighbor as yourself? If so, where do you find that?  
If not, why do you think that is?

4. If you were to search for the characteristics of God in others, what 
would you be looking for? Do you think these qualities are common 
or uncommon? 

5. How could service bring freedom in the context of our society?

LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to engage the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Where in your life do you feel like you have become who you were 
made to be, where do you feel like you have not yet become?

2. What are your ambitions pointed toward? Who’s glory are you 
seeking after? 

3. Submission perhaps might be the most abused of the spiritual 
disciplines. Can you think of positive outcomes of submission?  
Do you have any personal stories of when you served others?  
What did you gain from that experience?

4. How do you feel about Paul’s claim that power is not in knowledge 
but in unity? Who in your life is a follower of Jesus who emulates this 
and who you could spend more time with and practice unity?

5. When you survey the world we live in, what breaks your heart the 
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most? What is the thing that always sticks out to you as unjust? Have 
you thought about solutions to those problems and what would it 
look like to partner with Jesus to bring justice?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day to 
day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. What can you do to be a part of spreading the characteristics of God 
our world needs so badly: love, grace, goodness, and service?

2. What can you do this week to bring unity to the people and places 
around you this week? Start small. Make little moves and allow the Holy 
Spirit to take it the rest of the way. 

3. When you encounter division this week, take a moment to breathe, and 
ask “How can I serve?
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