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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-31, PHILIPPIANS 2:4-8, 1 JOHN 3:16  

Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth, written mid-first century AD 
while he was in Ephesus, addresses a growing cultural disunity that had 
begun to creep into the church. Paul sought to restore unity by directing 
believers to focus solely on Jesus and him crucified. The Way of the Cross, 
shown by Christ, was marked by humble and selfless love for others. To the 
Greco-Roman mind, this was utter foolishness. 

Today, as in first century Corinth, we find disunity in our cities and our 
culture and face the specter of it seeping into the Church. Paul’s letter to 
the Corinthians is as poignant today as it was in ancient times, with its need 
for unity. We real find unity when we focus on Jesus, adopting his humility, 
self-sacrifice and genuine love for our neighbor. 

 
LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over 
for 5-10 minutes.

1. What story from the recent Olympics has inspired you the most?

2. What are some cultural hot buttons that you see within our city?

3. Do you see the cultural hot buttons creeping into church culture 
today?

4. Have you ever engaged in a spirited debate over social media? What 
was the outcome?

5. What story or illustration in this week’s sermon made the most 
impact on you? Why?

LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. The central issue that Paul sought to address in 1 Cor. 1:10-31 is that 
of Disunity. What does Jesus say about Disunity in Mark 3:24-25 and 
Matthew 12:25? What does Paul encourage the Corinthians to do in 1 
Cor. 1:10?

2. What is the source of disunity in the Corinthian Church as Paul states 
in 1 Cor. 1:11-13?

3. Among the cultural ‘Rock stars’ in the first century AD were the 
Sophists – eloquent orators whose charismatic speech commanded 
an almost cult-like following of those seeking knowledge (and there 
was a high cultural importance on knowledge!). What does Paul 
state is his calling from Jesus in 1 Cor. 1:17 and how does this fly in the 
face of the culture of the day in Corinth?
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4. Read 1 Cor. 1:18-25. How does Paul compare the wisdom of the 
Corinthian culture to the wisdom of God? What does Paul say about 
God’s intentions toward the wisdom of Man in the quote from Isaiah 
29:14 found in verse 19?

5. Crucifixion on a Roman cross was the most humiliating and painful 
form of punishment in the ancient world. So heinous was it, that 
Cicero, one of Rome’s greatest orators, declared, “The very word 
“cross” should be far removed…from a Roman citizen…from his 
thoughts, his eyes and his ears.” What does Paul say about the 
message of the cross in 1 Cor. 22-25, from the perspective of the 
unbelieving Jews and Gentile? From the perspective of the believer? 

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible  
to today. Spend about15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. As a central trading hub between the Near East and Europe, Corinth 
was witness to clashing cultural doctrines and religious beliefs. 
What parallels do you see between this and our culture? Do you see 
society’s hot-buttons impacting the Church today? How so?

2. One of the reasons for disunity for among members of the Corinthian 
church was a preference for the teaching of one leader over another. 
How do you see ideologies and personalities impacting the Church 
today, both locally and across the world?

3. Consider the words of the theologian A.W. Tozer in his book The 
Pursuit of God, “Has it ever occurred to you that 100 pianos all tuned 
to the same tuning fork are automatically tuned to each other? They 
are of one accord by being tuned not to each other, but to the other 
standard to which each one must individually bow.”  What standard 
does Paul employ when calling the church to be unified (1 Cor. 1:22-
24)? How does this message apply to the Church today?

4. In 1 Cor. 1:27-29, Paul shares an important attribute of God that 
is seen throughout the Bible. What is it? What is the reason God 
operates this way according to Paul in verse 29? Can you think 
of examples in more recent history where God used an unlikely 
candidate – an unwise choice – to do something extraordinary? 

5. Look at Philippians 2:4-8. Consider the actions of Jesus as Paul 
recorded them. In the Gospels, how does Jesus defend his rights 
before Pilate at the trial before his crucifixion? How does Jesus’ 
actions compare to our culture today?

LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to engage the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Paul states in 1 Cor. 1:17 that Christ sent him to preach the gospel, 
not with fancy words and eloquent speech, lest the cross of Christ 
be emptied of its power. When you hear these words, what does the 
power of the Cross mean to you? 

2. For some, the message of the Cross was confusing and pure 
foolishness (such as the Greek Sophists), for others it was 

CONTINUED:
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disappointing and underwhelming (such as the Jews) and for others 
it was a message of comfort. When you consider how God chose to 
save this world, how do you understand this message of the Cross? 

3. Consider recent protests in American cities. Compare this to what 
we know about Jesus’ defense of his rights when he was on trial (see 
Mark 15:3-5). How does Jesus’ example speak to you?

4. Reflect on 1 John 3:16. How is Jesus calling us to act toward our 
brothers and sisters, our neighbors, or coworkers, our friends and 
even our enemies? How do you do you feel about that?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day to 
day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. What is one thing you can do this week to tune the strings of your 
heart to Jesus and the way of the Cross?

2. What do you think is the biggest thing you can do to insure unity 
within the Church? How about in the world around you?

CONTINUED:
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