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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
1 CORINTHIANS 6:1-11  

The people of Corinth loved litigation loved taking one another to court 
over almost anything. So did the Corinthian Christians, a fact that caught 
Paul’s attention. He argued that they should be a different kind of people 
with a Kingdom perspective. He believed they could and should resolve 
their differences among themselves, and the fact that they were suing one 
another meant they were already “defeated.” He said that they should even 
choose to be wronged rather than sue each other. This is the best way to 
embody the kingdom model of living, as Pastor Ann put it: “We before me.”

She reminded us that we are cleansed, sanctified and justified. We must 
abandon conflict, lay down our discomfort, pride, and self righteousness 
in order to live the lives we were made for–lives like Jesus. When we know 
and accept who we are and who we were made to be, we can truly live 
lives that honor others, do not create divides, and raise others up before 
ourselves. Even in the most challenging of situations, we were made to 
bring life to every dark place, bearing discomfort for the good of others. 

LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over 
for 5-10 minutes.

1. What is the most recent conflict you had? 

2. Have you ever had someone use the Bible against you before?

3. Tell us about a time when you were committed to some thought or 
action only to find out you were wrong.

4. Tell us about a time when you had to make a hard decision even 
though it was the right decision. 

5. Last week we were encouraged as followers of Jesus to examine our 
presuppositions toward people who are not followers of Jesus. What 
was your experience with that advice?

LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. According to Paul, who benefits from the judgment of others?

2. At first read through, what seems to be Paul’s tone about having 
quarrels regardless of who it’s with? 

3. Why does the Corinthians approach to resolving their differences 
undermine their love for one another and their gospel witness to the 
larger community? 

4. How important is it to Paul that people live a life worthy of the grace 
already given to us? Is that unique to Paul or do you also see this 
evident in your own life?
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and the speaker’s message. They can help 
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LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible  
to today. Spend about15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. How does the non-Christian world view Christians?  
Why do you think that is?

2. How have you seen Christians defend justice for all?  
This could be constructive attempts or an antagonistic effort. 

3. How does our society treat perspective? Based on your experience 
do we value others perspectives or disregard them? What are the 
effects on society when we equally value other’s perspectives and 
experiences? 

4. What are some advantages and disadvantages of the self-love trend 
in our culture as it compares to the Biblical theme of “we before 
me?”

5. Can you think of some examples of where our society needs to 
practice offering forgiveness rather than retaliation?

LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to engage the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. How are you personally being shaped by Jesus? Some examples 
of this could be if you have a personal relationship with Jesus that 
you’re growing in. You might not be a follower of Jesus but have 
people in your life who do follow him; How have their actions and 
behaviors affected you? 

2. How are you shaping the world around you with the Kingdom of 
God? To answer this you need to think about the ways you put others 
before yourself, defend justice, offer mercy, and work toward a more 
holy and unified world. 

3. Think of a time when someone loving called you out for wrong 
behavior or thought. Did you receive that well or did you feel on the 
defensive? Why did you react in that way and was it a moment you 
were proud of or needed to correct?

4. Are you willing to give up your individual rights for the good of the 
community? If so, how do you weigh the cost?

5. Is it more important for you to keep and maintain law or to set aside 
legal norms in hopes of advancing mercy and justice? What are the 
benefits of a stance opposite from yours?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day to 
day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. Pastor Ann implored us to remember who we are and live like it. 
Contact a pastor or a friend to help you discover who you made to be 
and set attainable goals to live that out. 

2. This week practice the spiritual discipline of submission. In order to do 
this, simply hold your tongue when you want to speak. Allow others to 
be first. Be grateful when you disagree with someone and ask the Lord 
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to use that to change the broken thoughts and behaviors you have. 
Actively and intentionally see people for their full selves and think of at 
least one positive thing about them from any conflict you face. 

3. The next time the opportunity arises for you to sacrifice your personal 
dispositions for the greater community, engage that even if it is 
uncomfortable. Do not try to change the opposition but ask how it can 
challenge and change you.

CONTINUED:
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