
B4CHURCH.ORG/MEDIA

BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
1 CORINTHIANS 12, JOHN 14:16-17, JOHN 4:23-24 

In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul is speaking to a group of people who worshipped 
idols before becoming Christians. In contrast to the mute idols, Paul dwells 
on the Holy Spirit who interacts with us. To set the scene, Brad talked about 
how Jesus taught His disciples not to be afraid and to anticipate the coming 
of the promised Spirit. During the years before his crucifixion, Jesus was 
with His disciples, walking, eating, sleeping, and working with them every 
day, He knew that His death would leave them feeling abandoned and ill-
equipped. In John 14, Jesus tells them that the Father will send “another 
like” him, a Helper to be with them. A promise fulfilled in Acts 2.

The message ends with a connection found in John 4:23-24, where Jesus 
talks about us worshiping in Spirit and in truth. The happens on an individual 
basis, but also we learn through Jesus’ example and the teachings of Paul 
that we are not meant to live life independent from other Christians. Rather, 
the miracles we see in the Bible are possible only through the presence of a 
believing community. By coming together, as the complete body, or Soma, 
of Jesus, we can discover the answer to many of the questions we all have 
in life, questions like “Why am I here? Am I on the right track? Can I make 
a difference in the world?” 

 
LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over 
for 5-10 minutes.

1. What was the busiest part of your week?

2. What was the time you felt the most rested?

3. How did you celebrate life this week?

4. Of all the strengths you have, what is your favorite?

5. Last week we were encouraged to invest in and support our 
community. What did you do to live this out? 

 
LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. In John 14:16-17, Jesus tells the disciples He is giving them a Helper to 
be with them. From this promise, what is the role of the Holy Spirit? 

2. According to Jesus in John 4:23-24, what are the necessary 
components to living a full life? 

3. In 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 Paul teaches about the Holy Spirit in our lives. 
How can you explain the character of God, considering that he gives 
gifts to empower people? 
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4. 1 Corinthians 12:12 talks about how a body has many members, but 
is still one. Reading on through verse 27, Paul explains this in more 
detail. What is the importance of the uniqueness of individuals?

5. 1 Corinthians 12:14-15 and 20-21 address two attitudes within 
the Corinthian church. One where people view themselves as 
independent from the other members and the other where hierarchy 
is established based on what spiritual gifts people have. Why are 
both of these problems for the church?

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible  
to today. Spend about15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Do you think the world believes the church has grown cold and 
stagnant? 

2. From the perspective of someone who does not identify as a follower 
of Jesus, what about the church might be life-giving?

3. Do you think our society is adverse to the idea of miracles and 
supernatural phenomena? Why or why not?

4. We live in a culture of independence and celebrity idolization. How 
have you seen the church also act this way? How have you seen the 
church not act that way? 

5. Do you think there is space in the church (either B4 specifically or 
the greater church as a whole) for all the members and various parts 
to exist? If not, what should be done for this to be the case?

LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to engage the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Have you been wondering how you can make a difference in the 
world? What is the area in our world where you want to make a 
difference?

2. What keeps your life from being stale and life-less? 

3. If you are someone who’s been in the church for a while, has your 
faith grown cold and stagnant? If not, reflect on what life-giving 
practices you engage in. 

4. Have you ever thought of yourself as a member of the body of 
Christ? How does it make you feel to think that you have the 
opportunity to be a physical expression of Jesus in the world today?

5. What do you do when you find yourself alone or too independent 
and in need of community? What typically brings you to that place?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day 
to day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. Celebrate the differences in others. Take note of people who are 
different from you and rather than see that as a point of conflict, 
observe what makes them unique and valuable. 

2. Find people in your life who balance the gifts and strengths you have 
and see how you can partner with them. We talked this week about the 
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importance of all members, all parts working together. Together we 
can express Jesus. 

3.  Invite the Holy Spirit into your life. You can pray the simple prayer: 
“Holy Spirit come”. If you do this, let someone know, like a friend or 
pastor who can affirm this with you.

CONTINUED:
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