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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
JOHN 1:35-51

Our culture presents a false dichotomy: someone must be either religious 
(that’s bad) or they are spiritual (that’s good). The only alternative seems 
to be avoiding the question altogether. In the first message in this series, 
we see a third way. Jesus invites his first followers to “come and see.” He 
is okay with them simply observing him and making a decision to follow 
him, without him either exerting the force of religious manipulation or by 
offering them some non-personal “spirituality.” 

Instead, Jesus invites their investigation of him. And they come away 
convinced that he is Israel’s promised Messiah and King. They testify to 
their certainty  in John’s Gospel, for example. Jesus still welcomes our 
questions, saying, “Come and see.” And, he offers us the Gospels, the 
reliable record of those first followers to aid our own inquiry.

LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over 
for 5-10 minutes.

1. What did you do to celebrate Thanksgiving and be grateful?
2. Do you decorate for Christmas before or after Thanksgiving?
3. Do you have a favorite Christmas tradition?
4. What is the first word you think of when you think of Jesus?
5. How do you describe your faith?

 
LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. A few times in John 1:35-51 The people ask Jesus who He is and what 
He’s doing. Jesus’ response is an invitation to come and see. It is an 
invitation to examine the evidence. To think and observe. How does 
this posture help answer the question: Is Jesus who they say He is?

2. Based on Jesus’s character in this passage, what can we assume 
is Jesus’ response when we ask questions and wrestle with doubt 
today?

3. John 1:39 gives us a specific time that they met with Jesus. In 
modern fiction, we get details like this, but not in ancient fiction. The 
details like this tell us we’re reading an eyewitness account. If this is 
the way they were able to come and see Jesus is it the same for us? 

4. In John 1:39, Jesus begins His address with “Amen. Amen”. By 
starting this way, He’s telling the audience what He’s about to say is 
true and they need to listen to Him. It also means it doesn’t matter 
what they think about what He’s saying or if they believe it’s true. 
What does that teach us about Jesus view of the truth about himself, 
and how we are affected by that truth?

5. When Jesus says “Amen. Amen”, He’s saying I’m taking away your 
right to decide if you like what I’m saying. What does this say 
about Jesus’ expectation of being a disciple? How can that give us 
confidence in the growing and stretching of following Him? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
These questions are designed to help  
lead your group through a progression  
of engagement with the Bible passage(s) 
and the speaker’s message. They can help 
you understand and apply the teaching.
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LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible  
to today. Spend about15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Over the past few decades there has been an increase of vague, 
ambiguous spirituality. How does the invitation from Jesus to “come 
and see” bridge the gap between that and the rigid, dogmatic 
moralism of the past?

2. When people ask Jesus who He is, He is not mad at them questioning 
Him or demand belief. He gives them the opportunity to come and 
see. Do you think this is the way non-Christians think about the 
character of Jesus? Why or why not?

3. Do you believe the church models the attitude Jesus had? If not, 
what barriers do we create and why is it difficult for the church to do 
that?

4. Do you think people have a desire to behold and encounter Jesus? 
What do you think people expect from an encounter with Jesus?

LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to engage the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. What are the questions you have for Jesus? What truth(s) about 
Jesus raise questions for you?

2. What impact does knowing the details in the story are concrete, 
that they are what people actually saw and experienced, not inward 
impressions or feelings, have on your faith? 

3. Do you consider yourself a follower of Jesus? What have you learned 
and observed by following Him?

4. How has your life been transformed by being a follower of Jesus?
5. If you do not call yourself a follower of Jesus, what in your life would 

change by following Jesus?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day 
to day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. If you lean more on the spiritual side of things and exploring Jesus 
is new to you, spend time this week seeking a truth found outside of 
yourself and giving in to the invitation to come and see from Jesus in 
John’s Gospel. 

2. If you lean more on the religious side, this is an opportunity to give up 
having to defend the church or defend Jesus and just show the love of 
Jesus with the way you live.

3. Pick one of the Advent themes (hope, peace, joy, or love) to invest 
in. Either discipline yourself to pray for them each day, sign up to 
volunteer, or donate to financially support the mission. Ask the Lord 
where you can be generous in this season. 

CONTINUED:
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