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Merry Christmas, B4 Church! This year, our Christmas theme is Be-
hold. Our goal is to help you take some time to really see who Jesus is 
and become aware of his love and presence. 

Part of that effort is the book that you hold. It contains daily read-
ings that will help guide you through three traditional church holidays. 
First, we will celebrate Advent starting November 28th. During the 
four weeks leading up to Christmas, Christians around the world look 
back to Jesus’ first advent, or coming, over 2,000 years ago. They also 
look forward to his return, his second advent, when he will make all 
things new. During the Advent season, we will look back through the 
Old Testament, the part of the Bible written before Jesus arrived on 
the scene. We will read the stories of Jesus’ ancestors, people who 
were longing for a savior, a Messiah, the one God had promised who 
would set things right. Our hope is that their stories would give you a 
better appreciation for the Bible as a whole and that you would see 
your own longing for God in their stories. 

Secondly, we will celebrate Christmas together. Traditionally, Christ-
mas is more than just one day. It’s an actual season that lasts for 
12 days beginning on December 25th and lasting until January 5th. 
During this time, we will look at the person of Jesus more closely, who 
he is, why he came, and what that means for humanity. 
Lastly, We will end this devotional by celebrating Epiphany. This holi-
day is the official end of the Christmas season on January 6th. In the 
last part of this devotional, we celebrate the revelation of who Jesus 
really is: God made flesh, a Messiah for all people, the one who will one 
day set the world right. 

Our hope is that these readings and the accompanying journal 
prompts and activities will help you see Jesus with fresh eyes this 
Christmas season. 

INTRO
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We begin this Advent journey at 
the very beginning: the book of 
Genesis. This week, we look back 
to God’s original design for cre-
ation: a good, harmonious world. 
This design was marred by the 
fall of humanity and the entrance 
of sin. Despite humanity’s failure, 
we see the faithfulness of a good 
and loving God who longs to be 
restored to the people he creat-
ed. He longs for us  just as we 
long to be restored to the har-
mony and peace that we were 
created for. Some of the earliest 
promises that God made to one 
particular family foreshadow 
how He would set all things right 
by sending a Messiah from this 
family to bless the whole world. 
As we read about how God has 
worked in the past, we can learn 
how we can respond in our cur-
rent season of longing, both per-
sonal longings and our ultimate 
longing to live in a restored and 
harmonious world. 
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MON
DAY

NOVEMBER 29

SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Genesis 1-2 [specifically 1:26-2:3 & 2:19-25]

In the beginning, we see that God created a good world. It was a world of 
harmony and peace between humanity and the earth, between men and 
women, and between people and God. There was no sin, no brokenness, no 
death, no shame. This passage gives us a clue as to why we all instinctively 
know that something is not right with our world.

WRITING PROMPT:

What do you think it would have been like to live in the world described in 
this passage? What longings does this image of the world, as it should be, 
bring up for you? What piece of the original goodness of creation do you 
long for most this Advent season? 

RESPOND:

Many people use an Advent calendar to count down the days leading up 
to Christmas. This year, make your own Advent prayer calendar. First, write 
down 25 things that you, your family, your friends, and/or our world are 
longing for. These could be big things (i.e. an end of poverty,) or small things 
(i.e. a new friend) and they should be both personal things and also things 
for others or our world. Then commit to praying for one of these longings 
each day from December 1st to Christmas Day. You can post the list some-
where you can see it or you could make a more creative way to mark the 
days (like a paper chain countdown or daily reminders in your phone).
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TUES
DAY

NOVEMBER 30

SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Genesis 3 [specifically 3:8-1]

In this passage, we see how the serpent convinces the woman to doubt God 
and disobey him. That leads to instant disharmony between the man and 
the woman, between humans and creation, and most importantly, between 
humanity and God. Death, sin, brokenness, and injustice all enter God’s per-
fect world and permanently mar it. Despite that, God still cares for the man 
and the woman and promises that one day the woman’s offspring will over-
come the serpent. The fulfillment of this promise is one that the Israelite 
people were longing for throughout their history. It’s one of the reasons 
they valued having children so much (and one of the reasons we will look at 
several stories about children in this devotional). Each child born could be 
the one, the one who would fulfill the promise. 

WRITING PROMPT:

Where do you see disharmony in today’s reading? How does God display 
his care for humanity despite their rebellion? Where do you see disharmony 
and brokenness in our world today? Are there ways in which Jesus does 
or has restored some of this harmony in the world or in your own life? Are 
there ways in which this harmony will not be restored until Jesus returns? 
What are some of those ways? How have you seen God show his love and 
care in the world today? 

RESPOND:

Because God loves humanity so much, he is always at work in our broken 
world. As Christians, people trying to live like Jesus, God calls us to be a part 
of his restorative work. Spend some time today asking God how you can be 
an agent of his goodness this Advent season. Are there people you could 
pray for, organizations you could donate to, places you could volunteer or 
other actions you could take to make the world a little more harmonious 
and whole? Remember, no action you take is too big or too small.
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WED
NESDAY

DECEMBER 1

SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Genesis 6:5-8 + Genesis 9:8-17

These passages give us an interesting “behind the scenes” look at God’s 
heart. We find out that we are not the only ones longing for things to be 
different. God longs for that too. 

WRITING PROMPT:

What surprises you about God in these passages? What longing(s) of God 
do you see in this story? What promises does God make? How do these 
passages challenge or encourage you as you think about God’s character? 
How is God revealing his faithfulness to humanity through this story? How 
does the fact that God longs for a restored relationship with all of humanity 
(including you) impact your view of God? 

RESPOND:

God gave the rainbow to Noah and humanity as a reminder of His promise 
that He would never again destroy the earth. Though humanity broke His 
heart, God promised to be faithful to them. Do you have a visible reminder 
of God’s unconditional faithfulness and care in your life? If so, spend some 
extra time this week looking at it and remind yourself of God’s love. If not, 
find something to serve as a visual reminder and put it somewhere you will 
see everyday.
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THURS
DAY

DECEMBER 2

SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Genesis 12:1-7 + Genesis 15:1-6 + Genesis 21:1-7

God makes a promise in Genesis 12 that looks back to his promise to all 
of humanity in Genesis 3. God is going to do something great for all peo-
ple through Abraham’s offspring. However, it takes longer than Abraham 
probably imagined for this promise to be fulfilled. If you read other parts of 
Abraham’s story, you’ll see that Abraham had his doubts and even tried to 
“help” God keep his promise of a son. But God is faithful, even when Abra-
ham doubts. 

WRITING PROMPT:

Can you relate to Abraham’s long wait? Are there places in your life where 
God has taken longer than you anticipated to fulfill a promise? What do you 
learn about God from these passages? What gives you hope? How does 
Abraham’s story challenge or encourage you as you think of waiting on Je-
sus’ return and restoration of all things? 

RESPOND:

Spend some time today asking God that he would give you patience in the 
waiting, no matter what it is you’re waiting for. If you know others who are 
in the midst of waiting, pray for them too, that God would be with them 
while they wait. 
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DAY

DECEMBER 3

SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Genesis 37:3-11, 18-28 + Genesis 45:1-11 + Genesis 50:15-21 
[Specifically Genesis 45 + Genesis 50:15-21]

In Genesis 45, God gives Joseph (Abraham’s grandson) a longing, a dream. 
However, this is not kindly received by his family. It appears that Joseph 
doesn’t have the best attitude about this dream either. Much like Abraham, 
the road to the fulfillment of Joseph’s longing is a long and confusing one 
(you can read about it in Genesis 39-45). However, God is with Joseph every 
step of the way, ultimately fulfilling his longing and saving his entire family. 

WRITING PROMPT:

What might it have been like for Joseph as he seemed to move farther and 
farther away from his dream? Have you ever felt similarly? Has God ever 
given you a longing or a dream that he fulfilled in the most unlikely way? 
Are you in such a season now? What was/is that experience like? How does 
Joseph’s story challenge or encourage you in how you view your own long-
ings and dreams? Do you think humanity is in a similar position as Joseph 
as we await Jesus’ return? Why or why not? 

RESPOND:

This week, work on memorizing Genesis 50:20 so that this Scripture will be 
firmly planted in your mind on whatever adventures God takes you on in life. 
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DECEMBER 4

As the first week of Advent comes As the first week of Advent comes 
to a close, we remember that the to a close, we remember that the 
Christmas story does not begin with Christmas story does not begin with 
the birth of Jesus. In the same way, the birth of Jesus. In the same way, 
our own stories do not begin with our own stories do not begin with 
our sin and brokenness. Our stories our sin and brokenness. Our stories 
begin with Love. begin with Love. 

In Genesis chapter one, we meet our In Genesis chapter one, we meet our 
Maker. All of creation, each moun-Maker. All of creation, each moun-
tain range, every plant species, all tain range, every plant species, all 
types of birds, they are all products types of birds, they are all products 
of His love. We learn that He doesn’t of His love. We learn that He doesn’t 
stop creating after crafting the land-stop creating after crafting the land-
scapes and seas. God, out of His scapes and seas. God, out of His 
unchanging, overflowing, deeply re-unchanging, overflowing, deeply re-
lational love creates humanity in His lational love creates humanity in His 
likeness. likeness. 

Here, in the beginning, God shows Here, in the beginning, God shows 
us a place of complete harmony and us a place of complete harmony and 
wholeness. It’s a place where the wholeness. It’s a place where the 
Lord and his people are walking in Lord and his people are walking in 
the garden together, delighting in the garden together, delighting in 
one another and all of creation. This one another and all of creation. This 
is God’s intention for us. When we is God’s intention for us. When we 
read about it, we are able to imag-read about it, we are able to imag-
ine what it might be like to walk with ine what it might be like to walk with 
the Lord in the garden someday. the Lord in the garden someday. 

In the garden, we see the things we In the garden, we see the things we 
long for in their fullness: beauty, uni-long for in their fullness: beauty, uni-
ty, peace, rest, joy, and belonging. ty, peace, rest, joy, and belonging. 
Yet, this is just a picture. Our lived Yet, this is just a picture. Our lived 
experience tells us we have not seen experience tells us we have not seen 
the entirety of the Lord’s intent for the entirety of the Lord’s intent for 
His people yet. We, along with cre-His people yet. We, along with cre-
ation, have a story of longing. We ation, have a story of longing. We 
groan for a return to the garden groan for a return to the garden 
someday, hoping to again walk someday, hoping to again walk 
alongside our Maker (Romans 8:22). alongside our Maker (Romans 8:22). 

The Bible tells us that God longs for The Bible tells us that God longs for 
us too. When God sends Adam and us too. When God sends Adam and 

Eve out of the garden for their sin, Eve out of the garden for their sin, 
He does not do so without a way for He does not do so without a way for 
their eventual return. Flowing out of their eventual return. Flowing out of 
who He is and the love he has, God who He is and the love he has, God 
continually makes promises with His continually makes promises with His 
people so that one day He can be people so that one day He can be 
with us again.with us again.

God promises Abraham that He will God promises Abraham that He will 
bless him and his wife. Through their bless him and his wife. Through their 
offspring all peoples of the earth will offspring all peoples of the earth will 
be blessed. It is an unlikely promise, be blessed. It is an unlikely promise, 
but even in their questioning and but even in their questioning and 
doubt, God assures them that He doubt, God assures them that He 
will do what he promised.will do what he promised.

In our lives, things often appear un-In our lives, things often appear un-
likely too. Will God actually make likely too. Will God actually make 
a way in my life? How can my bro-a way in my life? How can my bro-
ken and seemingly hopeless cir-ken and seemingly hopeless cir-
cumstances be pointing to God’s cumstances be pointing to God’s 
plan for redemption? Like Abraham plan for redemption? Like Abraham 
and Sarah, the time between God’s and Sarah, the time between God’s 
promise and its realization is the promise and its realization is the 
space so many of us find ourselves space so many of us find ourselves 
in currently. in currently. 

It is in this space where we practice It is in this space where we practice 
the discipline of remembering. Here, the discipline of remembering. Here, 
we remember who made us and we remember who made us and 
what He made us for. We remember what He made us for. We remember 
that He has a plan for all of humanity that He has a plan for all of humanity 
and we fit right into it. We remem-and we fit right into it. We remem-
ber that our unlikely circumstances ber that our unlikely circumstances 
do not have the last say. We are re-do not have the last say. We are re-
minded that first God longs for us. minded that first God longs for us. 
God created us in love. God sent his God created us in love. God sent his 
son in love. God redeems us in love son in love. God redeems us in love 
so that we might return to the gar-so that we might return to the gar-
den and walk with Him again.den and walk with Him again.

BY BETHANY WOODARDBY BETHANY WOODARD
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This week, we start to see how 
God fulfilled his promises to 
Abraham’s family. While God 
gave Abraham his promised son 
during his lifetime, the promise 
that his family would have a land 
of their own was not fulfilled be-
fore his death. The journey to the 
fulfillment of this promise is a 
long one. It starts in an unlikely 
place: with the Israelite people 
as slaves in Egypt. However, God 
is faithful to his people. He uses 
Moses to bring the Israelites out 
of slavery and moves them to-
wards the land he has promised 
to them. Despite all God does 
for them, the Israelites are not 
always faithful to the God who 
has done so much. These sto-
ries from the books of Exodus, 
Numbers, Joshua, and Judges 
remind us that God is faithful to 
his people, even when they least 
deserve it. 
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MON
DAY

DECEMBER 6

SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Exodus 1:6-14, 22 + Exodus 2:1-10 

After the time of Joseph, the Hebrew people found themselves in a position 
very similar to Joseph’s early life. They are enslaved by the king of Egypt. 
More than that, Pharaoh orders all baby boys to be killed at birth. The book 
of Exodus opens with the story of the birth of a very special baby.  God will 
use this offspring (like the promise in Genesis 3) to do something great for 
his people, to fulfill the promise of land that he made to Abraham. 

WRITING PROMPT:

What were the Hebrew people longing for during this time? What might 
they have thought of this turn of events and God’s plan? What was Moses’ 
mother longing for? What actions were motivated by her longing? What 
might she have thought of the turn of events described in Exodus 2? How 
does God display his care in this story? In what ways does God display his 
care today to those who are suffering? 

RESPOND:

Moses’ mother longed for her baby to survive. She was willing to take a 
huge risk to give her baby a chance. Spend some time before God asking 
him to search your heart and show you any places where you might need to 
take a similar risk in order for God to fulfill your longing. Then go and do it! 
It may be helpful to ask a friend, family member, or small group member to 
pray for you and encourage you as you seek to do this. 
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DECEMBER 7

SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Exodus 3 [Specifically 3:1-10]

The baby Moses is now grown up and finds himself as a shepherd in the land 
of Midian (you can read the rest of Exodus 2 to find out how that happens). 
One day, he sees a strange sight: a bush that’s on fire but isn’t burning up. 
God gets Moses’ attention through this voice and then gives him the good 
news: God is going to fulfill the longing of the Israelites and he’s going to 
use Moses to do it. 

WRITING PROMPT:

How does God describe himself in this passage? How does he describe the 
Israelites and their current situation? How do the words of God in this pas-
sage impact your idea of who he is? What in this passage do you find com-
forting or challenging? What parts of today’s reading give you hope as you 
wait for Jesus’ return? 

RESPOND:

God makes it very clear in his conversation that he has seen the people of 
Israel in all their misery. He was not ignoring them, even though it might 
have seemed that way. Today, remind someone that God sees them. Ask 
God who in your life needs this reminder. Then send them a text, give them 
a call, shoot them an email, or write them a card reminding them that they 
are seen and loved by God.
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DECEMBER 8

SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Exodus 16:1-4 + Numbers 11:4-6 + Numbers 18-20

Thus far, we have looked at good longings that God has given to his people. 
Today, we will look at what happens when people long for the wrong things. 
God fulfills his promise to the Israelites. They are freed from their slavery in 
Egypt. Then God takes them on the “scenic route” on the way to the Prom-
ised Land so that God and his people can get better acquainted. The Isra-
elites then experience a new longing: first for food generally and then for 
meat. God provides food for them, but teaches them a lesson in the process. 

WRITING PROMPT:

What were the Israelites longing for in these two stories? How would you 
describe their attitude? What was God’s response to their grumbling? What 
lesson do you think God was trying to teach to his people? How does this 
lesson relate to longings in your own life? In what ways is the church some-
times like these grumbling Israelites? What do you think we can learn from 
this story as we wait for our redemption in Jesus? 

RESPOND:

The longings that the Israelites had were good and natural desires (food is 
a good and necessary thing). However, their attitude towards God in the 
midst of those longings was not honoring. Spend some time in silence be-
fore God today asking him if this same grumbling, untrusting attitude is 
present anywhere in your life. Ask him to reveal places where you may be 
doubting him or may even have wrong desires. 
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THURS
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DECEMBER 9

SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Joshua 24:1-28

The book of Joshua tells the story of how God fulfilled his promise of giving 
the people of Israel the Promised Land. The book ends with the Israelites 
safely settled in the land, their longing fulfilled. In this last chapter of the 
book, Joshua, the leader who came after Moses, reminds the people of Isra-
el of their history, of all God has done for them. 

WRITING PROMPT:

What stands out to you about Joshua’s speech? What parts of Israel’s his-
tory is attributed to them? What is attributed to God? What covenant do 
Joshua and the people make with God? What warning does Joshua give 
them? What do you think the people were thinking and feeling as they final-
ly had their longing for land fulfilled and God’s promise kept? How does this 
speech encourage or challenge you as you wait for Jesus’ second coming? 

RESPOND:

Make a list of the promises and longings that God has fulfilled in your life. 
Post this somewhere you will see daily or a place you can easily look back to 
when you need some reassurance that God keeps his promises. If you want 
to go further with this exercise, do it with your family, some friends, or even 
your Community Group. 
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SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Judges 2:6-23

Just as Joshua had warned, the book of Judges tells us that the Israelites 
were quick to turn away from the Lord and follow their own ways and other 
gods. Despite their unfaithfulness, God is faithful to Israel by providing them 
with multiple judges who ensure they are not completely defeated by their 
enemies. 

WRITING PROMPT:

Where do you see God’s longing revealed in this passage? How do you see 
God’s faithfulness even in the midst of Israel’s failure? How has God been 
faithful to you when you have been faithless or far from him? How does this 
passage challenge or encourage you? 

RESPOND:

Today, either on your own or with others, spend some time thanking God 
for the various ways that he has been faithful to you when you have least 
deserved it. If this is a truth you have a hard time accepting, spend some 
time in prayer this week asking God that he would help you to receive the 
mercy and grace he so freely offers to you. 
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DECEMBER 11

God is not on vacation! He isn’t hid-God is not on vacation! He isn’t hid-
ing out in some remote Airbnb cabin ing out in some remote Airbnb cabin 
sipping artisan coffees and ignoring sipping artisan coffees and ignoring 
your phone calls.  He is keenly aware your phone calls.  He is keenly aware 
of you and your circumstances. He of you and your circumstances. He 
is standing right there with you. We is standing right there with you. We 
live in a culture that questions God’s live in a culture that questions God’s 
presence daily.  We are bombarded presence daily.  We are bombarded 
with news of wars and pain and suf-with news of wars and pain and suf-
fering all around the world.   fering all around the world.   

In Exodus 1-17 we see God respond In Exodus 1-17 we see God respond 
to the cry of the Israelites, who to the cry of the Israelites, who 
also wondered where God was. He also wondered where God was. He 
demonstrates his fury against their demonstrates his fury against their 
oppressors like a mother bear pro-oppressors like a mother bear pro-
tecting her cubs. They are not only tecting her cubs. They are not only 
released from their slavery, they are released from their slavery, they are 
sent out with the riches of the land.  sent out with the riches of the land.  
God is not only concerned with their God is not only concerned with their 
immediate needs and well being, He immediate needs and well being, He 
is also working to fulfill his promises is also working to fulfill his promises 
of a land for his people and descen-of a land for his people and descen-
dants too many to count.  dants too many to count.  

God was with them in the middle of God was with them in the middle of 
their pain. He didn’t abandon them. their pain. He didn’t abandon them. 
He was with them back when Jo-He was with them back when Jo-
seph brought them to Egypt during seph brought them to Egypt during 
famine. He was with them leaving famine. He was with them leaving 
Egypt under the leadership of Mo-Egypt under the leadership of Mo-
ses and Aaron. He was with them in ses and Aaron. He was with them in 
the cloud by day and fire by night. the cloud by day and fire by night. 
God’s presence was always con-God’s presence was always con-
stant.stant.

Has their story started to feel like a Has their story started to feel like a 
giant mirror pointing back in your giant mirror pointing back in your 
direction?  Can you see yourself in direction?  Can you see yourself in 
their situation crying out to God, their situation crying out to God, 
“Don’t you see our pain, our oppres-“Don’t you see our pain, our oppres-
sion, our need for something bet-sion, our need for something bet-
ter than what you are offering us?”   ter than what you are offering us?”   
` ` 

We often miss the beauty of who We often miss the beauty of who 
God really is in the valleys of our God really is in the valleys of our 
life.  We don’t recognize His handi-life.  We don’t recognize His handi-
work and His presence because we work and His presence because we 
abhor pain and discomfort.  In these abhor pain and discomfort.  In these 
valleys, we feel a myriad of emo-valleys, we feel a myriad of emo-
tions that are often hard to put into tions that are often hard to put into 
words. We like to hang onto God’s words. We like to hang onto God’s 
promises because to us they are like promises because to us they are like 
the light at the end of the tunnel.  If the light at the end of the tunnel.  If 
we can just get there, it will all be we can just get there, it will all be 
better. better. 

What if instead, we learned to see What if instead, we learned to see 
THE JOURNEY that we take with THE JOURNEY that we take with 
God as the promise!  God as the promise!  What if we What if we 
hung onto God’s promise in Deu-hung onto God’s promise in Deu-
teronomy 31:8: “The LORD himself teronomy 31:8: “The LORD himself 
goes before you and will be with goes before you and will be with 
you; he will never leave you nor for-you; he will never leave you nor for-
sake you. Do not be afraid; do not be sake you. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged.” discouraged.” 

Let us be a people who can point Let us be a people who can point 
others to God because he is all others to God because he is all 
around us.  He is with us in the pain around us.  He is with us in the pain 
and in the joy. He is with us when and in the joy. He is with us when 
we go to work or when we study we go to work or when we study 
at school.  When we feel absolute-at school.  When we feel absolute-
ly helpless as a parent or spouse or ly helpless as a parent or spouse or 
family member, may we turn our family member, may we turn our 
heads around and know that He is heads around and know that He is 
with us. He will never leave or for-with us. He will never leave or for-
sake us.  sake us.  

BY JOE KURKINENBY JOE KURKINEN
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This week, we start off with anoth-
er birth story, a story that shows 
that God cares for our longings, 
big and small. A woman named 
Hannah longs desperately for a 
child. God hears her and her son, 
Samuel, is the last of the judg-
es, the man who guides Israel 
through a transition to kingship. 
One of Israel’s kings is a man 
named David. God makes him a 
very special promise. This prom-
ise is ultimately fulfilled in Jesus. 
Though Israel wanted a king, it’s 
only a matter of time before these 
kings lead the people astray. This 
eventually leads to God’s people 
being defeated by their enemies 
and carried off into exile. We see 
again this week that God is consis-
tently faithful and keeps his prom-
ises even when humanity is any-
thing but. These stories remind us 
that God can be trusted and that 
he unconditionally loves us. They 
can also teach us some important 
lessons about what to do with our 
unmet longings and desires. 
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SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

1 Samuel 1:1-20 + 1 Samuel 2:1-10

1 Samuel 1 tells us another story about a baby, a child God will use to fulfill 
his promise to his people and to all of humanity. The book opens with the 
story of Hannah, an ordinary woman with a desperate desire. 

WRITING PROMPT:

What stands out to you about Hannah? What is her longing and how does 
the Lord fulfill it? Can you relate to her story in any way? What stands out 
to you about her song? What words/phrases are most meaningful to you? 

RESPOND:

Look through Hannah’s song in 1 Samuel 2:1-10. Pick a verse or phrase that 
stands out to you. Write this verse or phrase out and put it somewhere you 
will see it (or create a graphic for your phone or computer). Be as creative 
(or uncreative) as you like! Spend this week pondering this verse and asking 
God what he would like to say to you through it. 
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SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

1 Samuel 8

Samuel grows up to be the last of the judges. As he ages, the people ask to 
have a king. They want to be just like the other nations around them. They 
make this request despite the fact that God has, from the beginning, want-
ed them to be a people set apart for him. God’s response in verse 7 displays 
his longing to be wanted by his people and his sadness at their rejection. 
Just like with the manna and quail, God gives them what they want, but 
warns there will be consequences.

WRITING PROMPT:

What do you notice about the attitude of the people in this passage? How 
does God try to guide and care for them? Have you ever moved in a direc-
tion other than what God would want? What were the consequences of 
that? How has God cared for you even when you have had longings or de-
sires that were contrary to his plan? How has God cared for his church and 
his people throughout history even when they have been unfaithful to him? 

RESPOND:

In what ways has your society/culture/country/family rejected God’s ways? 
Whether or not you were directly involved in these actions, spend some 
time in prayer and repentance before God, asking that God would redeem 
these situations. 
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SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

2 Samuel 7 [specifically verses 8-16]

God can redeem even our broken longings into something good. That’s what 
he does with Israel’s desire for a king. The first king, Saul, matches what is 
expected of kings in that part of the world at the time, but he ends up being 
a failure. Then God chooses David, a harp-playing, youngest brother, shep-
herd boy to be the next king. David is described in the Bible as “a man after 
God’s own heart.” He’s far from perfect, but he wholeheartedly desires to 
follow God. God makes a covenant with David just like he made with Noah, 
with Abraham, and with the people of Israel. 

WRITING PROMPT:

What promise does God make to David? How is this promise similar or dif-
ferent to the other promises we’ve seen God make? How does God describe 
what his relationship with David’s family will be like? What do you think 
about the fact that a less than righteous longing (Israel’s desire for a king) 
ultimately leads to the fulfilment of God’s Genesis 3 promise (through the 
birth of Jesus, David’s offspring)? How does this challenge or encourage you? 

RESPOND:

This week, spend some time on your own or with family, friends, or your 
Community Group pondering how God has redeemed mistakes from your 
past for his glory and your good. If it’s helpful, collect some of these stories 
to be an encouragement to you (and your family/friends/group) when you 
are discouraged by your own choices. 
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SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

1 Kings 11:1-13

This story contains another example of the nation of Israel and of an indi-
vidual, Solomon, being unable to follow the Lord fully. Despite Solomon’s 
failings, the Lord is still faithful to him. He does not revoke the promises he 
made to David. 

WRITING PROMPT:

How was Solomon unfaithful to the Lord? How did God react to Solomon’s 
disobedience? What were the consequences of Solomon’s actions? How 
were these consequences consistent to how God told David he would treat 
his family? In what ways did God remain faithful to Solomon despite his 
disobedience? How might this story relate to your own life/circumstances? 
How might this passage relate to the church and world today? 

RESPOND:

Today, spend some time with God repenting of the times you haven’t heed-
ed his warnings and have disobeyed him. Then thank him for his faithfulness 
to you, even when you are unfaithful. Ask that you would learn well from any 
consequences of your actions. 
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SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Jeremiah 29:1-14

Solomon is just the first of many kings to reject God’s way and lead the 
Hebrew people astray. Just as God had warned them way back in Leviticus 
26, Israel is captured by their enemies and removed from the land because 
of their disobedience. Despite allowing them to be conquered by enemies 
and exiled, God has not abandoned them. He is still faithful to his people. 
He sends the prophet Jeremiah to tell them what will happen and what his 
good plan for them is. 

WRITING PROMPT:

What promises does God make to his people in this passage? How does he 
reassure them? What does he tell them to do while they are waiting? What 
longings of the Hebrew people do you see outlined in this passage? What 
longings of God are hinted at here? What do you learn from this Scripture 
about what you should do and what God is up to when you’re in a season 
of waiting and longing? How might this Scripture inform how we interact 
with our world as we wait for our ultimate redemption when Jesus returns? 

RESPOND:

God promises his people (and us) that his plans are good, even when we’re 
stuck in an uncomfortable place. He instructs his people to do two things 
while they’re there: seek the good of the place where they’re at and seek 
Him with all their hearts. What would it look like for you to do these two 
things in your current season of life? What’s one thing you can do this week 
to do good while you wait and seek after God? 
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Way back in Genesis, God created Way back in Genesis, God created 
humans with free will out of desire for humans with free will out of desire for 
connection and closeness. He created connection and closeness. He created 
all things to work together and he was all things to work together and he was 
and is in all things (Ephesians 4:6). So and is in all things (Ephesians 4:6). So 
a helpful way to understand the Old a helpful way to understand the Old 
Testament is through the lens of rela-Testament is through the lens of rela-
tionships and where God exists in the tionships and where God exists in the 
midst of them. midst of them. 

But human relationships are messy. But human relationships are messy. 
Complicated. They are filled with ex-Complicated. They are filled with ex-
pectations, led by strong desires, and pectations, led by strong desires, and 
fluctuate in commitment. When our fluctuate in commitment. When our 
expectations are met and our desires expectations are met and our desires 
fulfilled, commitment comes easily. fulfilled, commitment comes easily. 
But what happens when we are left But what happens when we are left 
without answers or our expectations without answers or our expectations 
are far off from our reality or we’ve are far off from our reality or we’ve 
formed harmful longings out of our formed harmful longings out of our 
brokenness?brokenness?
  
In this week’s readings, we see how In this week’s readings, we see how 
God relates to his people with com-God relates to his people with com-
passion, steadiness and purpose, passion, steadiness and purpose, 
both as unique individuals and as “a both as unique individuals and as “a 
people.” Hannah, Samuel, David, Sol-people.” Hannah, Samuel, David, Sol-
omon, all the people of the nation of omon, all the people of the nation of 
Israel, were pursuing their desires and Israel, were pursuing their desires and 
longings. Some were pure of heart, longings. Some were pure of heart, 
some rebellious in heart, and some some rebellious in heart, and some 
just simply deaf to the voice of God. just simply deaf to the voice of God. 
They were, after all, humans in rela-They were, after all, humans in rela-
tionships just like us, brothers and tionships just like us, brothers and 
sisters, friends, parents and grandpar-sisters, friends, parents and grandpar-
ents in difficult situations, aching for ents in difficult situations, aching for 
wholeness but scattered in pieces.wholeness but scattered in pieces.
  
Our core longings and expectations Our core longings and expectations 
in God today are not all that different. in God today are not all that different. 
We still have tendencies to be easily We still have tendencies to be easily 
swayed or captivated by our sur-swayed or captivated by our sur-
roundings or relationships. Just like roundings or relationships. Just like 
the Israelites, we long for immediate the Israelites, we long for immediate 
results and answers to prayers, some-results and answers to prayers, some-

times even making harmful decisions times even making harmful decisions 
that we think will meet those needs.that we think will meet those needs.
  
The unique part about this week’s The unique part about this week’s 
readings is that through both mira-readings is that through both mira-
cles and devastation, God was there, cles and devastation, God was there, 
rerouting and working out the same rerouting and working out the same 
beautiful plan for the good of his peo-beautiful plan for the good of his peo-
ple. He is in all things. Even  through ple. He is in all things. Even  through 
Israel’s unfaithfulness and exile—the Israel’s unfaithfulness and exile—the 
results of their less-than-righteous results of their less-than-righteous 
longings for an earthly king—God longings for an earthly king—God 
would ultimately redeem their messes would ultimately redeem their messes 
and mistakes and bring Jesus Christ, and mistakes and bring Jesus Christ, 
our savior, out of that same line of our savior, out of that same line of 
kings. kings. 
  
God had promised that he would God had promised that he would 
dwell with his people and lead them dwell with his people and lead them 
in life-giving ways. He reminds them in life-giving ways. He reminds them 
that he has an intentional plan, but to that he has an intentional plan, but to 
hold tight, to grow roots deep right hold tight, to grow roots deep right 
where they are, even in exile,  and al-where they are, even in exile,  and al-
low the mundane moments of life to low the mundane moments of life to 
become the very miracles where they become the very miracles where they 
seek and find God.seek and find God.
  
Because God was there, in every-Because God was there, in every-
thing. God was in the miracle of Han-thing. God was in the miracle of Han-
nah’s baby’s first breath. He was in her nah’s baby’s first breath. He was in her 
waiting and in her song. He was in the waiting and in her song. He was in the 
warnings and the wisdom to Israel. He warnings and the wisdom to Israel. He 
was in the manna and the quail. He was in the manna and the quail. He 
was in the morning sun as David rose was in the morning sun as David rose 
and became king. He was in the griev-and became king. He was in the griev-
ing as Israel left their homes. He was ing as Israel left their homes. He was 
in the endings and the beginnings, in in the endings and the beginnings, in 
the planting of gardens and families in the planting of gardens and families in 
exile. God was there. exile. God was there. 
  
The same God, the one who was and The same God, the one who was and 
is in all things, the one who would lat-is in all things, the one who would lat-
er come as Jesus, as Emmanuel, re-er come as Jesus, as Emmanuel, re-
mains in and with us today.mains in and with us today.

BY JAMIE ROBISONBY JAMIE ROBISON
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As we enter into the final week of 
Advent and move into Christmas-
tide, we shift our focus slightly. 
This week, we will read only one 
passage from the Old Testament, 
one last prophecy about who 
Jesus is and what God is doing. 
Then, we will move to the New 
Testament and the story of Je-
sus’ entrance into the world. It’s 
worth noting and remembering 
that between the end of the Old 
Testament and the beginning of 
the New Testament, the people of 
Israel experienced 400 years of si-
lence from God. While God was at 
work during this time, he did not 
give his people any new prophets 
or revelations. It’s with this back-
drop in mind that we read the 
birth stories of two very important 
people: John the Baptist and Je-
sus. At last, God is doing the new 
thing that he promised, fulfilling 
the longings of the people of Isra-
el and of all of humanity. 
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SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Isaiah 43:16-21

Isaiah, like Jeremiah, was a prophet who was sent to the Hebrew people 
to warn them of the punishment that was to come for their disobedience. 
However, he also gave them hope that God would eventually redeem them 
and set things right. In this passage, God reminds his people of what he has 
done for them in the past (helping them cross the Red Sea), but tells them 
that something greater is coming. Where before we see a consistent pattern 
of God caring for Israel, Israel rejecting God, them having to live with the 
consequences of that and then God re-establishing them, God says things 
in the future are going to be different. God is going to fulfill the longings of 
his people. Though they’ve been in a desert season, a season of fruitfulness 
and life is coming. Jesus is coming and he is going to establish a new way. 

WRITING PROMPT:

What does God say he is going to do in this passage? What imagery from 
these verses is most meaningful to you in your current season? Why does 
God say he is going to do these things? How is Jesus the fulfilment of these 
words? How was his coming different from the coming of the judges, kings, 
or prophets we’ve read about? How does this challenge or encourage you? 

RESPOND:

As we enter into the last week of Advent, what new thing are you hop-
ing God will do in your life this Christmas? Spend some time pondering 
this question this week. Feel free to discuss it with a friend, family member, 
or your Community Group. Present this request to the Lord and be on the 
lookout for how he answers it. 
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SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Luke 1:5-25

In the Old Testament, we’ve seen that when a new era of Israel’s history 
begins, the story often starts with the birth of a baby. The New Testament 
continues this trend. The book of Luke opens with the angel Gabriel telling 
Zechariah, an elderly priest, that he and his barren wife are going to have a 
child. This story is reminiscent of the story of Abraham and Sarah in some 
ways. It’s both a story of God answering the longings of a particular couple 
and God moving to fulfill the longings of all humanity. 

WRITING PROMPT:

What similarities do you see between this story and some of the other birth 
stories we’ve read? What things about this story are different? How did the 
angel describe Zechariah’s future son? How did Elizabeth react to her mi-
raculous pregnancy? Where do you see God’s kindness in this story? 

RESPOND:

The angel Garbiel told Zechariah his son’s job was to prepare the way for the 
Lord, for Jesus. As we near Christmas, how can you prepare your heart for 
Jesus and the celebration of his coming this Christmas season? What’s one 
thing you can do this week to help you remember the reason we celebrate 
in the midst of all the craziness of the holiday? 
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SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Luke 1:26-45 

To emphasize the importance of this new thing God was doing, the book 
of Luke contains 2 birth stories. The angel Gabriel goes to a young virgin 
named Mary and tells her she is going to give birth to an extraordinary child, 
Jesus. This child will be the means through which God will fulfill the longings 
of both his people, the Israelites, and all of humanity. 

WRITING PROMPT:

How does Gabriel describe the child that Mary will bear? What evidence 
of God’s power does Gabriel give to Mary? How does Mary respond to the 
angel? What happens when Mary and Elizabeth meet? What emotions do 
you see throughout this story? Have you ever experienced similar emotions 
when God has fulfilled your longings and dreams? 

RESPOND:

This story is full of joy! What brings you joy? What can you do this week to 
enter into a spirit of joy and thankfulness to God? Do something individual-
ly, but, if you can, do something in community with your family, friends, and/
or Community Group. 
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SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Luke 1:46-56

After Mary meets Elizabeth and Elizbeth blesses her, Mary breaks out into 
song. Her song is similar to Hannah’s song, which we read earlier. Her song 
speaks of God’s power, care, and justice. 

WRITING PROMPT:

What phrases in this song stick out to you? What words or phrases give you 
hope? Do any words challenge you? What might God be trying to say to 
you today through this passage? 

RESPOND:

As Christmas nears, spend some time in these precious days giving glory 
to God for what he has done. You can do through this through worshipping 
in song (many Christmas carols are great praise songs), writing down your 
praise and gratitude in a journal, or by spending time with family, friends, 
or your Community Group thanking God for the things that he has done for 
you and things you know he will do for you. 
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SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Luke 1:57-80

Today we read about the birth of John, the son of Zechariah and Elizabeth 
(and the cousin of Jesus). Though Zechariah had been unable to speak 
since his encounter with the angel Gabriel, his mouth is opened again after 
confirming what John’s name would be. As soon as his mouth is opened, 
he breaks forth into a song a praise to God, thanking him for keeping his 
promises to his people. 

WRITING PROMPT:

What stands out to you about John’s birth? What might you have thought 
if you were there? What events that we have read about through this devo-
tional are mentioned in Zechariah’s song? How does knowing a little more 
about these events help you to better appreciate Zechariah’s words? What 
does Zechariah say John’s purpose in life will be? 

RESPOND:

Zechariah breaks forth into a song of praise, listing out ways that God has 
fulfilled and is fulfilling his promises to the nation of Israel and to all of hu-
manity. Today or in the next few weeks, do something similar. Write a song 
(or poem or piece of prose or just a list) that shows how God has been faith-
ful to you, your family, your friend group, or your Community Group. If you 
need help focusing your writing, just list the ways that God has been faithful 
in the last year as it draws to a close. 
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Welcome to the end of Advent! As I Welcome to the end of Advent! As I 
ponder this week’s reflections, I see ponder this week’s reflections, I see 
a theme of “gifts.” This reminds me a theme of “gifts.” This reminds me 
of a special moment that occurred of a special moment that occurred 
on one of my birthdays. I was given on one of my birthdays. I was given 
a cardboard box that had a hole cut a cardboard box that had a hole cut 
out of the top and a string that hung out of the top and a string that hung 
outside of the box. My instructions outside of the box. My instructions 
were simply to pull the string. As I did were simply to pull the string. As I did 
this, I noticed there was money at-this, I noticed there was money at-
tached to the string. Each successive tached to the string. Each successive 
pull yielded more and more money. If pull yielded more and more money. If 
I were honest, I initially felt unworthy I were honest, I initially felt unworthy 
of this gift. However, because I knew of this gift. However, because I knew 
my earthly Father’s love for me, I be-my earthly Father’s love for me, I be-
came more accepting and grateful. came more accepting and grateful. 
This week we read about four biblical This week we read about four biblical 
characters who also received a special characters who also received a special 
gift. gift. 

Let’s start with Elizabeth. who was Let’s start with Elizabeth. who was 
childless but whose husband prayed childless but whose husband prayed 
that she would conceive. Eventual-that she would conceive. Eventual-
ly, she received the gift of answered ly, she received the gift of answered 
prayer, a son. With a joyful heart, Eliz-prayer, a son. With a joyful heart, Eliz-
abeth didn’t hold back her gratitude abeth didn’t hold back her gratitude 
but expressed thankfulness to the but expressed thankfulness to the 
Lord for taking away her barrenness. Lord for taking away her barrenness. 
Years later, this child would receive Years later, this child would receive 
the gift of preparing the people for the gift of preparing the people for 
the coming Messiah and fulfill the the coming Messiah and fulfill the 
prophecy of the coming of Elijah in prophecy of the coming of Elijah in 
Malachi 4:5. Malachi 4:5. 

Next, we have Zechariah. He received Next, we have Zechariah. He received 
the gift of a promise delivered directly the gift of a promise delivered directly 
to him by the angel Gabriel.  Howev-to him by the angel Gabriel.  Howev-
er, because of his unbelief, he was si-er, because of his unbelief, he was si-
lenced and unable to speak. Scripture lenced and unable to speak. Scripture 
doesn’t tell us the exact length of time doesn’t tell us the exact length of time 
that Zechariah was silenced. Can you that Zechariah was silenced. Can you 
imagine the heartache of not being imagine the heartache of not being 
able to talk with your wife or family able to talk with your wife or family 
and friends about the joy of becoming and friends about the joy of becoming 
a father? I can only imagine the type a father? I can only imagine the type 

of praise that Zechariah proclaimed of praise that Zechariah proclaimed 
once his mouth was opened and his once his mouth was opened and his 
tongue set free! Scripture gives us a tongue set free! Scripture gives us a 
glimpse as Zechariah breaks out in a glimpse as Zechariah breaks out in a 
prophesy of praise (v. Luke 67-79).prophesy of praise (v. Luke 67-79).

Lastly, we have Mary. She was also vis-Lastly, we have Mary. She was also vis-
ited by Gabriel. Although deeply trou-ited by Gabriel. Although deeply trou-
bled at Gabriel’s initial greeting to her, bled at Gabriel’s initial greeting to her, 
Mary’s fear turned into acceptance of Mary’s fear turned into acceptance of 
the gift God was giving her. She rec-the gift God was giving her. She rec-
ognized her position as a servant and ognized her position as a servant and 
responded “let everything you have responded “let everything you have 
said about me come true (Luke 1:38).” said about me come true (Luke 1:38).” 
In Luke 1:46-55, we see Mary’s expres-In Luke 1:46-55, we see Mary’s expres-
sion of praise and gratitude for this sion of praise and gratitude for this 
beautiful gift of Jesus. beautiful gift of Jesus. 

What has been your reaction to the What has been your reaction to the 
gift(s) you’ve received this year? Our gift(s) you’ve received this year? Our 
weekly scriptures remind us that we weekly scriptures remind us that we 
too have received so many gifts from too have received so many gifts from 
God: redemption from sin and bond-God: redemption from sin and bond-
age, answered prayer, His presence, age, answered prayer, His presence, 
His favor, the Holy Spirit and so much His favor, the Holy Spirit and so much 
more. Will you take a moment to more. Will you take a moment to 
identify the gift you’re most thankful identify the gift you’re most thankful 
for today? Then, lavishly express your for today? Then, lavishly express your 
praise and gratitude to God. The gift praise and gratitude to God. The gift 
I received on my birthday was awe-I received on my birthday was awe-
some, but it eventually came to an some, but it eventually came to an 
end.  Jesus Christ is a gift that keeps end.  Jesus Christ is a gift that keeps 
on giving and our praises to Him on giving and our praises to Him 
should never end.    Merry Christmas! should never end.    Merry Christmas! 

BY USHIRIKA JOHNSONBY USHIRIKA JOHNSON
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We have now entered into the 
season of Christmas! This next 
week, we will read about the birth 
of Jesus. The rest of the week we’ll 
read various passages that tell us 
who Jesus is. These passages re-
mind us of what Jesus did while 
he was here on earth, but they will 
also give us clues and reminders 
of what Jesus will do when he 
comes for the second time. As we 
remember the ways that God ful-
filled so many longings with Jesus’ 
birth, we are encouraged to trust 
that he will be just as faithful as we 
wait for Jesus to return and make 
all things new. 
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MON
DAY

DECEMBER 27

SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Luke 2:1-20

Finally, the long awaited Messiah has come to the nation of Israel and to all 
of humanity. The time of longing is over. God has done what he promised. 
However, his coming is not what anyone would have expected. 

WRITING PROMPT:

How do you think Mary and Joseph might have felt at Jesus’ arrival? Do you 
think it went how they expected? How did the angels describe the baby 
Jesus to the shepherds? How did the shepherd’s react? Do you think the 
shepherd’s were surprised by the news and that they were entrusted with 
this message? Why or why not? What are ways in your own life that God has 
fulfilled your longings in unexpected ways? 

RESPOND:

As you continue to gather with family and friends in the coming week or 
two, make it a point to ask this question, “What is a longing that you’ve had 
that has been fulfilled in an unexpected way?” Like Mary, we encourage you 
to ponder these things in your heart. 
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DECEMBER 28

SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

John 1:1-18

The rest of this week, we will be looking at who the Bible tells us that this 
Jesus, this longed for child, truly is. This passage in John gives us greater 
clarity not just who Jesus is, but also who John is and why he came. 

WRITING PROMPT:

How does this passage describe John? What was his unique role in God’s 
plan? How does the passage describe Jesus, the Word? Of the ways that 
Jesus is described in this passage, which one is most meaningful to you in 
this season? Why? 

RESPOND:

This week, take a nighttime walk (or drive) in your neighborhood (or in a 
neighborhood you know has great Christmas lights) and spend some time 
looking at the lights. Use the lights as a visual reminder that Jesus is the 
light of the world. As you walk, pray for each of the homes that you pass, 
asking that God would reveal his light to the people who live there this year. 
Listen to the Holy Spirit. If he prompts you to do or pray anything specific 
as you walk and pray, do it!
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DECEMBER 29

SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Isaiah 9:1-7

The book of Isaiah contains many prophecies about Jesus. Some of these 
prophecies are about his first coming (when he was born in Bethlehem) and 
some are about his second coming (when he will return at the end of time 
to make all things new). 

WRITING PROMPT:

What are some of the ways Isaiah describes Jesus in this passage? What 
words or phrases tie to other events in Israel’s history that we have read 
about during this Advent journey together? What description of Jesus gives 
you the most hope as you long for Jesus’ return? 

RESPOND:

Many times, people ask God for a word or phrase as a new year begins. 
Spend some time in silence with God this week, asking him if there’s any 
word or phrase that he has for you in your next season. You may even want 
to examine today’s passage and consider which word or phrase that is used 
to describe Jesus might be relevant to your upcoming year. Write down this 
word or phrase somewhere that you will see it often. Then live in hopeful 
expectation, waiting to see what God has to teach you through whatever 
word or phrase he gives you. 
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DECEMBER 30

SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Isaiah 11:1-10

Today we look at another passage from the book of Isaiah, another proph-
ecy about who Jesus is and what he will do. This prophecy describes who 
Jesus was when he was on earth, but it also describes what things will be 
like when he returns. 

WRITING PROMPT:

How does this passage describe Jesus? What people or promises of God 
that we have read about in this devotional are present in this passage? How 
is the world described at the end of this passage similar or different to what 
life was like in the Garden of Eden? What words or phrases in this passage 
give you hope and comfort? What in this passage causes you to long for the 
world Isaiah is describing? 

RESPOND:

This time of year, we often look with expectation towards the New Year. 
However, we often don’t spend much time thinking and dreaming about 
what the New Heavens and New Earth will be like when Jesus comes to 
make all things new. Today, just spend a little time daydreaming about what 
you think that world will be like. Use today’s passage as inspiration, but let 
your imagination run wild as you think about the beauty, peace, and joy that 
will be present there. 
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DECEMBER 31

SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Hebrews 11:1-12:3

Hebrews 11 is sometimes called “The Faith Hall of Fame.” In this chapter, 
the author of the book of Hebrews defines faith, not just in words, but by 
giving examples from the Old Testament of what faith looks like (many of 
which we’ve read about in this devotional). This “hall of fame” in chapter 11 
leads to some important declarations about who Jesus is in the beginning 
of chapter 12. 

WRITING PROMPT:

What stands out to you in this passage? How do you think the theme here 
is similar or different from the idea of longings that we’ve been looking at 
in this devotional? What does this passage say about Jesus? What does the 
author encourage the reader to do? How does this message encourage or 
challenge you as you think about the things that you long for? 

RESPOND:

As you enter into a new year full of new joys and new challenges, we en-
courage you to memorize Hebrews 12:2-3. Let that truth sink into your heart 
to give you courage and strength no matter what the new year brings your 
way. 
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BEAUTIFUL
PARADOX

JANUARY 1

This week, we read some well-loved This week, we read some well-loved 
and foundational passages of the and foundational passages of the 
Christmas narrative. For many, even Christmas narrative. For many, even 
if not familiar with the Christian tra-if not familiar with the Christian tra-
dition, the stories of a baby born in dition, the stories of a baby born in 
Bethlehem are inextricably linked to Bethlehem are inextricably linked to 
the Christmas holiday season. We the Christmas holiday season. We 
love the warm feelings that come love the warm feelings that come 
as we read and sing these well-as we read and sing these well-
known words. However, it’s easy to known words. However, it’s easy to 
miss what was taking place beyond miss what was taking place beyond 
the historical events recorded in the the historical events recorded in the 
first chapters of Luke and Matthew’s first chapters of Luke and Matthew’s 
gospels. gospels. 

As we open to John chapter one, As we open to John chapter one, 
we are enlightened with the deep-we are enlightened with the deep-
er layers of the Christmas story and er layers of the Christmas story and 
a behind the scenes look at God’s a behind the scenes look at God’s 
relationship with humanity. John relationship with humanity. John 
tells us this baby in a manger is the tells us this baby in a manger is the 
King of Heaven, Maker of all things, King of Heaven, Maker of all things, 
and Savior of the world. It’s hard to and Savior of the world. It’s hard to 
conceptualize a human baby who conceptualize a human baby who 
is also God. It’s only when we com-is also God. It’s only when we com-
bine all the gospels and the story bine all the gospels and the story 
of the Old Testament that we un-of the Old Testament that we un-
derstand those events in the first derstand those events in the first 
century A.D. were the culmination century A.D. were the culmination 
of God’s supernatural plans across of God’s supernatural plans across 
thousands of years. The characters thousands of years. The characters 
in the Christmas story couldn’t com-in the Christmas story couldn’t com-
prehend this at the time. However, prehend this at the time. However, 
Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and 
others were profoundly impacted others were profoundly impacted 
by their encounters with a living, by their encounters with a living, 
personal God. personal God. 

This supernatural paradox - a baby This supernatural paradox - a baby 
who is Almighty God - stretches who is Almighty God - stretches 
our minds in ways that can be over-our minds in ways that can be over-
whelming or inspiring (and possibly whelming or inspiring (and possibly 
both). In Colossians, the apostle Paul both). In Colossians, the apostle Paul 
clearly lays out the magnificent truth clearly lays out the magnificent truth 

about who Jesus is, saying “The Son about who Jesus is, saying “The Son 
is the image of the invisible God, is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn over all creation. For in the firstborn over all creation. For in 
him all things were created: things him all things were created: things 
in heaven and on earth, visible and in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or pow-invisible, whether thrones or pow-
ers or rulers or authorities; all things ers or rulers or authorities; all things 
have been created through him and have been created through him and 
for him. He is before all things, and for him. He is before all things, and 
in him all things hold together.” (Col. in him all things hold together.” (Col. 
1:15-17) 1:15-17) 

The baby we celebrate at Christ-The baby we celebrate at Christ-
mas created all things and controls mas created all things and controls 
the complexities of the Universe to the complexities of the Universe to 
this day. In God’s great wisdom, He this day. In God’s great wisdom, He 
chose that time in history to come chose that time in history to come 
and spend time with people, cre-and spend time with people, cre-
ating tangible relationships that ating tangible relationships that 
demonstrated His love. This same demonstrated His love. This same 
love is available to us today as we love is available to us today as we 
invite Jesus into our lives and dai-invite Jesus into our lives and dai-
ly routines. We celebrate the day ly routines. We celebrate the day 
Jesus arrived. However, His greater Jesus arrived. However, His greater 
invitation to us is to enjoy a living re-invitation to us is to enjoy a living re-
lationship with him. lationship with him. 

The Message Bible paraphras-The Message Bible paraphras-
es John 1:14 with the words “The es John 1:14 with the words “The 
Word became flesh and blood, and Word became flesh and blood, and 
moved into the neighborhood.” The moved into the neighborhood.” The 
all-powerful God of the Universe all-powerful God of the Universe 
loves you and me so deeply that loves you and me so deeply that 
He wants to be in close proximity He wants to be in close proximity 
with us. His death and resurrection with us. His death and resurrection 
proved He has the power to change proved He has the power to change 
circumstances. He wants to use that circumstances. He wants to use that 
power in the context of our lives to-power in the context of our lives to-
day. May the reality of this beautiful day. May the reality of this beautiful 
paradox be evident in the passages paradox be evident in the passages 
you read this week. May the love you read this week. May the love 
and power of Jesus be on display and power of Jesus be on display 
in your life as this Christmas season in your life as this Christmas season 
comes to a close.comes to a close.

BY BRENT MILLSBY BRENT MILLS
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Congratulations! You’ve made it 
to the final week of this devotion-
al! This week marks the end of the 
Christmas season as we celebrate 
the feast of Epiphany on January 
6th. In the readings for this week, 
we will read about Jesus’ earliest 
days: his presentation in the tem-
ple, the visit from the Magi, and 
his family’s subsequent flight to 
Egypt. Each of these stories will 
display to us God’s faithfulness 
and care. As we move toward 
Epiphany, we will look at the tra-
ditional passage read on that day: 
Jesus’ baptism. This passage is 
a reminder to us of who Jesus is 
revealed to be and who we are in 
God’s eyes. We will finish up this 
book by looking at a passage from 
Revelation where we see how Je-
sus will eventually fulfill all long-
ings, just as God has promised 
since the beginning. 
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JANUARY 3

SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Luke 2:22-40 

Today we pick back up with the story of Jesus’ early days. Not long after his 
birth, Joseph and Mary take the baby Jesus to the temple in order to purify 
Mary after childbirth and also present Jesus, as their firstborn son, to the 
Lord (both of these things were commanded in the Old Testament law as 
something that should be done after a baby was born). While they are in the 
temple, two people prophecy over this extraordinary baby. 

WRITING PROMPT:

How is Simeon described in this passage? What had he been promised? 
What does Simeon prophesy over Jesus? How is Anna described? What 
role does she play in this interaction? How does God show his faithfulness in 
this story (think of the people in the story as well as in the greater story of 
humanity that the Bible is telling)? 

RESPOND:

As a new year begins, commit to noticing God’s faithfulness this year, both 
in big things and in small ones. You might consider buying a notebook or 
starting a note on your phone where you can record little ways that God is 
faithful to you. 
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JANUARY 4

SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Matthew 2:1-12

Matthew 2 begins with the story of the Magi. The coming of the Magi is 
what is traditionally celebrated on Epiphany (January 6th). This celebration 
marks the end of the Christmas holidays. The word “Magi” was generally a 
term used to refer to magicians and astrologists, particularly ones from the 
lands east of Israel (like Persia). These people were not Jews and probably 
knew little to nothing about the Old Testament. In fact, the practices they 
engaged in would have been contrary to the laws of the Old Testament. 

WRITING PROMPT:

As you read this story today, what stands out to you? How does knowledge 
of who the Magi were impact your understanding of this story? What does 
this tell you about how God speaks to people? How is the coming of the 
Magi the beginning of the fulfillments of some of the prophecies we’ve read 
about Jesus? How does this story challenge or encourage you today? What 
ominous undertones are present in this story? 

RESPOND:

God uses a surprising group of people (magicians from a faraway land) to 
bless Jesus and his parents. How has God blessed you in surprising ways? 
Are there any ways that you may have discounted something God was do-
ing because it didn’t look like you expected? Spend some time in prayer to-
day and ask God to give you eyes to see his work and movement, no matter 
how surprising it may be. 
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SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Matthew 2:13-23

In Matthew chapter 2, Mary and Joseph experience an extreme high, strang-
ers from a distant land come and bless their child with gifts. The high of this 
experience doesn’t last long though. The rest of the chapter takes a sharp 
turn for Jesus’ family. 

WRITING PROMPT:

What was Joseph warned about? What did Mary and Joseph do in response 
to this warning? What did Herod do to try to stop a threat to his throne? 
How did God continue to provide for Joseph, Mary, and Jesus? How did 
God use the situation to fulfill his plan? Have you ever experienced a similar 
change in fortune? What happened? How did God show his faithfulness in 
the midst of that situation?

RESPOND:

Jesus’ family faced a swift change in circumstance. If you are or have re-
cently faced something similar, ask God that he would show you how he is 
at work in that situation. If that’s not your story right now, spend some time 
in prayer asking God how you might be able to support someone else who 
might be going through a dramatic life shift. 
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SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Matthew 3:13-17 + Romans 8:14-25

Traditionally, the baptism of Jesus is celebrated during the season of Epiph-
any. His baptism is the beginning point of Jesus’ public ministry while he 
was on earth. It is the first thing the Bible records that Jesus did since his 
birth and childhood. 

WRITING PROMPT:

What does God say when Jesus is baptized? Do you think it is significant 
that God says these words before Jesus has actually done anything in his 
public ministry? Why or why not? Romans 8 talks about how we too are 
sons and daughters of God. How does the Romans passage describe our 
relationship with God? Can you see a connection between the words God 
spoke at Jesus’ baptism and this passage? What do you learn about longing 
from the Romans 8 passage? How does this passage relate to other stories 
and passages that we have read throughout this devotional? 

RESPOND:

Work on memorizing Romans 8:18. This passage can be an encouragement 
to you when you are experiencing unfulfilled longings or difficult circum-
stances in the coming year. You may also find it helpful to try to rewrite the 
Romans 8 passage in your own words. This will really help you to slow down 
and think about what it is the passage is truly saying. 
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SCRIPTURE:

INTRO:

Revelation 21-22:5 [specifically verses 1-8, 22-27, and 22:1-5]

Revelation tells us the end of the story that God is writing. There will be a 
new heavens and a new earth, and in these places all things will be set right 
and made new. 

WRITING PROMPT:

How is the description of this renewed world similar to what we saw de-
scribed in Genesis 1 and 2? How is it different? What stands out to you about 
how this new world is described? What longings are raised in you as you 
read this description? What hope does this passage give you as you think 
about this next year and the next season of your life? 

RESPOND:

The world that John describes in the book of Revelation is amazing. Today 
(or in the coming days) write a letter to God. Tell him the things that you are 
most looking forward to in this new, redeemed world. Express your grati-
tude to him for the ways that he has been good to you in your life and also 
be honest with him about the things you most long for as we await his final 
redemption of our world and of humanity. 
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JANUARY 8

The Bible tells a sweeping story, The Bible tells a sweeping story, 
ending with a renewed creation. ending with a renewed creation. 
We’ve read about that renewal this We’ve read about that renewal this 
week in our final devotional pas-week in our final devotional pas-
sages. Our reading included Reve-sages. Our reading included Reve-
lation 21 and 22, where we see the lation 21 and 22, where we see the 
new Heavens and Earth described in new Heavens and Earth described in 
all their reflected glory. There is no all their reflected glory. There is no 
more evil, no more darkness and no more evil, no more darkness and no 
more suffering. All is light and life. more suffering. All is light and life. 
God has finally kept his promise and God has finally kept his promise and 
made all things new again through made all things new again through 
His Son, the Messiah. His Son, the Messiah. 

Jesus sits at the center of it all. He Jesus sits at the center of it all. He 
is holding the entire narrative within is holding the entire narrative within 
his out-stretched arms. As much as his out-stretched arms. As much as 
it is about new life and re-creation, it is about new life and re-creation, 
this sweeping story of redemption is this sweeping story of redemption is 
also a tale of three trees. These trees also a tale of three trees. These trees 
are separated by a gulf that only are separated by a gulf that only 
Christ could bridge.Christ could bridge.

At the very beginning, we see a Tree At the very beginning, we see a Tree 
that gives life (Genesis 2:9). The first that gives life (Genesis 2:9). The first 
humans despised the life God of-humans despised the life God of-
fered, loving only what they found fered, loving only what they found 
within themselves. They rebelled. within themselves. They rebelled. 
When that happened, they died, los-When that happened, they died, los-
ing their God-given life in the pro-ing their God-given life in the pro-
cess. Full of mercy, God barred them cess. Full of mercy, God barred them 
from eating the Tree of Life’s fruit, from eating the Tree of Life’s fruit, 
lest they unite a dead spirit forev-lest they unite a dead spirit forev-
er with an immortal body (Genesis er with an immortal body (Genesis 
3:22+24). They were to remain dead 3:22+24). They were to remain dead 
people walking until their rescue ar-people walking until their rescue ar-
rived.rived.

As we have seen, they held onto a As we have seen, they held onto a 
sure hope, which they passed from sure hope, which they passed from 
generation to generation. God had generation to generation. God had 
promised to fix the problem of evil promised to fix the problem of evil 
(Genesis 3:15). The visions in Reve-(Genesis 3:15). The visions in Reve-
lation 21 and 22 record the result of lation 21 and 22 record the result of 

his promise fulfilled: a brand new his promise fulfilled: a brand new 
Heaven and Earth featuring our sec-Heaven and Earth featuring our sec-
ond tree, another Tree of Life, with ond tree, another Tree of Life, with 
its fruit now available to all for the its fruit now available to all for the 
taking. As he offers its fruit, the en-taking. As he offers its fruit, the en-
throned Jesus says, ““I am making throned Jesus says, ““I am making 
everything new!”everything new!”

Sitting between the two trees that Sitting between the two trees that 
bracket this narrative lies another. bracket this narrative lies another. 
The third tree is the one on which The third tree is the one on which 
Jesus hung. It was there that Christ Jesus hung. It was there that Christ 
stretched out his arms and grabbed stretched out his arms and grabbed 
ahold of life: the life lost in the Gar-ahold of life: the life lost in the Gar-
den and the new life of a perma-den and the new life of a perma-
nently united, re-created heavens nently united, re-created heavens 
and Earth. He laid hold of that life so and Earth. He laid hold of that life so 
that he might share it with us in his that he might share it with us in his 
new creation.new creation.

Even better, this new, promised life Even better, this new, promised life 
is available now to all who will re-is available now to all who will re-
ceive it in Christ Jesus. We don’t ceive it in Christ Jesus. We don’t 
have to wait to eat the Tree’s fruit. have to wait to eat the Tree’s fruit. 
The Spirit offers it to us with each The Spirit offers it to us with each 
day’s dawn (Lamentations 3:22-23). day’s dawn (Lamentations 3:22-23). 
The question is: are we hungry? Or, The question is: are we hungry? Or, 
are our appetites too easily satisfied are our appetites too easily satisfied 
by the things of this world that are by the things of this world that are 
only shadows of God’s spreading only shadows of God’s spreading 
goodness?goodness?

As you think about what you read As you think about what you read 
this week, the stories of Jesus’ birth, this week, the stories of Jesus’ birth, 
his early days, and his initiation his early days, and his initiation 
into ministry, try to imagine what into ministry, try to imagine what 
he might have been feeling. Think he might have been feeling. Think 
about the growing hunger within about the growing hunger within 
him to please his Father. Lastly, try him to please his Father. Lastly, try 
to imagine yourself immersed with-to imagine yourself immersed with-
in the amazing, unfolding story of in the amazing, unfolding story of 
God’s New Heaven and Earth, be-God’s New Heaven and Earth, be-
cause you are.cause you are.

BY STEVE MITCHELLBY STEVE MITCHELL
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GET 
CONNECTED

If you enjoyed this devotional, we hope you 
will join us in person or online for our Thurs-
day evening or Sunday morning services:

THURSDAYS  ||  6:30PM

SUNDAYS  ||  9AM ++ 11AM

To join us live online or for more information 
about B4Church, check out our website at 
b4church.org
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