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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
LUKE 7:1-16

In Luke chapter 7, we see two encounters that Jesus has with two individuals 
who, in some ways, could not be more different. The first story is about a 
centurion, a person with great power, authority, and means. The second 
is about a poor widow who was at the bottom of society’s ladder. Despite 
their different social and economic positions, both of these people find 
themselves in desperate need of Jesus. 

These stories show us something important about Jesus: how he responds 
to those in desperation with love, compassion, and care.

LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over 
for 5-10 minutes.

1. What example or story stood out to you in Sunday’s sermon?  
Why was it significant to you?

2. If you had to describe Jesus in one word (or a short phrase)  
what would you choose and why? 

3. If you could ask Jesus one question, what would it be? 
4. What are you most looking forward to in the coming week?  

What are you least excited about?
 
LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. What prompted the centurion in Luke chapter 7 to make a request of 
Jesus? What was it that he wanted? Who did he recruit to help him 
make his request? How did they describe him? 

2. How did Jesus respond to the centurion’s request? What was the 
centurion’s response to Jesus? How did Jesus describe the centurion 
at the end of this tale? 

3. What did Jesus see as he came into the town of Nain? How does the 
text describe Jesus’ response to this sight?

4. What did Jesus do for this woman? How did the crowd around him 
respond? 

5. How are these two stories similar? What do the centurion and the 
widow have in common? How are they different? How would you 
compare Jesus’ responses to these two individuals? 

 
LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible  
to today. Spend about15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Who are some people or groups of people today that would be  
in a similar position as the Centurion (i.e. having money, power,  
and authority)? How might they be desperate for Jesus today?

2. How have you seen Jesus move in the lives of people who are in  
a similar position to the centurion? These could be people you know 
or people from history or in the Bible. 

3. Who are some people or groups in today’s world that might be in a 
similar position to the widow of Nain (i.e. on the outskirts of society, 
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having little or no power, authority, and means)? In what ways might 
these people be desperate for Jesus? 

4. How have you seen Jesus move in the lives of those who are in a 
similar position to the widow of Nain? Again, these could be people 
you know personally or just people you know of. 

5. Thinking about the people that you spend the most time with in your 
day-to-day life, are they more similar in position to the centurion or 
the widow of Nain? What do you learn from these two stories about 
how they might best relate to the Gospel/Jesus and what your role 
might be in sharing the Gospel with them?

LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to engage the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Who do you relate to most in these two stories? Why?
2. In this season of your life, what do you most need from the Lord? 
3. How has God provided for you in the past?  

What has that taught you about Him?
4. In these two stories, what stands out to you about Jesus?  

How does this challenge or encourage you? Have you learned  
(or been reminded of) anything about Jesus from these stories?

5. Based on the passages and sermon from this week, how would you 
answer the question, “Who is Jesus?”

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day 
to day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. This week, spend some time in silence and prayer asking God if there is 
any way in which you need to change your perspective on who Jesus 
is. Ask the Lord to reveal to you any wrong perceptions you have about 
Jesus and to replace them with correct ones. 

2. What can you do this week to reveal who Jesus is to the people  
around you? 

3. Do you have a way to remind yourself of the provision that God has 
provided for you in your life? If not, work on figuring out a way to do 
this so that you can be reminded of the loving and caring nature of 
God in difficult times. 

CONTINUED:

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich, Bob Barkema, Jamie Lilley, Nick MIller,  
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