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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY: 
LUKE 7:36-50

This week’s message comes from one of the most well-known stories in the 
Bible: a woman known to be a sinner washes Jesus’ feet with her tears and 
anoints him at a dinner held in his honor, much to the shock of the host. 
As the message points out, both the woman and the host are interested in 
Jesus. The host, Simon, has intellectual questions about Jesus and wants a 
discourse with him, presumably about religious truth. The woman’s interest 
is more intimate and personal. She expresses her love for Jesus with an 
abandon that sweeps aside all convention and propriety.

Simon gets his discourse as Jesus teaches him about the relationship 
between forgiveness and love, commenting on the woman’s actions. In a 
shocking conclusion to the story, Jesus tell the woman that her sins are 
forgiven, leading the guest to ask, “Who is this man...?”

LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over 
for 5-10 minutes.

1. Have you ever been to a party where something unexpected
happened, and if so, what was that like?

2. What’s the most funny-embarrassing thing you’ve ever seen
someone do in public?

3. What were the highs and lows for you from this week?
4. What impacted you from the previous sermon, and in what way?

LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. Who are the main characters in this story, and where does it take
place? Why might the location be important?

2. What do you notice most about Simon? What about the woman?
3. What strikes you as odd, or important in the story?
4. What story does Jesus tell Simon, and why is it relevant to the story
5. What reaction(s) do Jesus’ words and actions draw from those

present?

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible 
to today. Spend about15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Where do you see influential people gathering in public today?
How might we observe famous or important people discussing the
pressing issue of the day?

2. Where might you see examples of loving someone famous with wild
abandon? What’s that look like in the 21st Century?

3. How are we conscious of our need for public forgiveness in our
culture? What do we do to receive it? Who grants it?

4. How does our culture view the relationship between love and
forgiveness?

5. In your opinion, how do most people today think of God, what he’s
like? If asked, how do you think they would describe God?

6. How do people in our culture express interest in Jesus?

“LOVED MUCH?” 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
These questions are designed to help  
lead your group through a progression  
of engagement with the Bible passage(s) 
and the speaker’s message. They can help 
you understand and apply the teaching.
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LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to engage the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. What has prompted you to love with abandon, if you ever have?
2. How are you conscious of your need for forgiveness? What do you 

do with that need? How do you address it?
3. Which do you think you need more love or forgiveness? Can you 

even separate your need for both, and why or why not?
4. How do you answer when you ask yourself, “What’s God really like 

and how does he feel about me?”
5. What do you feel when you want forgiveness and the offended party 

offers it to you? Why do you think you feel that way?
6. At the end of the message, Pastor Brad asked, “Are you Simon or are 

you the woman?” How would you answer that?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day 
to day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. Based on what you learned today, ask yourself, “How does he really 
feel about me?” Then, write a letter to yourself on behalf of God 
expressing his love for you and his forgiveness of anything for which 
you need it. Write it like it’s God sending it to you. Use your name, like, 
“Dear Taylor, I love you, and...”

2. Pray about someone who has hurt you. Decide to forgive them and 
ask the Holy Spirit to help you do so. Write a letter to them and be 
honest about how they’ve hurt you. Forgive them for the specifics of 
the hurt. Be raw. This letter is for you, but you may share it with the 
person. However, ask God if you should do so. That decision requires 
uncommon wisdom, but it might be right to share if the possibility of 
reconciliation exists.

3. Using a tool like BibleGateway.com, do a word search and a study on 
“forgive” or “forgiveness.” How often does the word appear? What 
books of the Bible seem to concentrate the idea of forgiveness? What 
are the various contexts where the word appears most? 

CONTINUED:

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich, Bob Barkema, Kathy Calvert, Jamie Lilley,  
Nick MIller, and the Adult Ministry Team for sermon notes and questions.




