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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY: 
JOHN 9:1-41

Do we see God as he truly is? Or, have layers of tradition, skewed values, or 
religious bondage distorted our sight? Jesus came so we could see exactly 
what God looked like when he was among us. And, in John chapter nine, 
he shows us something at the Pool of Siloam that had never been seen 
before, something Isaiah predicted Messiah would do. He miraculously 
restores the sight of a man born blind. 

This leads to all kinds of interesting questions, from people within the 
narrative and from us as we read the story. At the center of these questions 
is the man who was born blind. As he is pummeled by his inquisitors, he 
finally declares, “... I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I 
see!” In this message, we ask God to make our view of him true of him, and 
make our ways his ways.

LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over for 
5-10 minutes.

1. What did you do last weekend? What would be your ideal
weekend?

2. How you have seen God’s activity during the week? (How has
He provided, answered, comforted, reconciled, guided, etc.?)

3. What has impacted you the most from the Humankind Series,
up to this point?

LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. What did the disciples assume about the man’s blindness,
and how did Jesus challenge their superficial assumptions?

2. What surprises you about Jesus’ method of healing this man?
3. How did the Pharisees respond to the blind man’s healing?
4. How did the formerly blind man handle the intense interrogation?
5. Who did the Pharisees interrogate next, after the man himself?
6. How did the man’s parents themselves respond to the Pharisees?
7. What happened to the man after he was questioned?

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible 
to today. Spend about15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Why might the disciples have asked “who sinned”? (See Exodus
34:5-7) Where do you see people in our day making similar cause-
and-effect assumptions about God? Why do we tend to do so?

2. What might explain the Pharisees increasing hostility to the evidence
and testimony? Where do you see similar reactions to evidence and
testimony about Jesus today?

3. Why do you think Jesus sought the formerly blind man a second
time? How do you think Jesus might do so nowadays by his Spirit,
seeking people out who have been rejected by established religious
authorities?

4. What was surprising about the man’s worship? About Jesus’
acceptance of it? How might a dialog like that play out now?
Would it be seen as heretical or just weird?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
These questions are designed to help  
lead your group through a progression  
of engagement with the Bible passage(s) 
and the speaker’s message. They can help 
you understand and apply the teaching.
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LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to engage the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. What form suffering or personal hardship have you experienced,  
in your life? And, how was God involved?

2. How does Jesus’ willingness to transform a situation or a life, 
encourage you?

3. How is Jesus increasingly revealing himself to you, and how are you 
responding?

4. What is your default mode, when others dismiss your testimony 
regarding Jesus? How would you like to respond in those situations?

5. Jesus lives in the margins, seeking the marginalized. How does that 
challenge you about who are you willing to associate with?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day 
to day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. Journal about a time God used a hardship to teach you something 
about himself.

2. Thank God for teaching you. Share it with someone you trust.

3. Seek out opportunity to display the compassion of Jesus,  
by alleviating the suffering of another. 

CONTINUED:

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich, Bob Barkema, Kathy Calvert, Jamie Lilley,  
Nick MIller, and the Adult Ministry Team for sermon notes and questions.


