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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY: 
MATTHEW 13:44-45, 6:33, PSALM 78:2

Jesus described the Kingdom of God two ways: close to us and available. He 
also characterized it as priceless and desirable, so much so that someone 
would sell all they had just to have it.

How do those descriptions resonate today? We live in a culture where 
almost anything we want can be shipped, streamed, or hand-carried to 
our door at a moment’s notice. That is if we’re rich enough. And with most 
Americans well within the top 1% of earners in the world, it seems we are. 
So why are anxiety, depression, and a general sense of purposelessness 
such an epidemic in the developed world? Perhaps it’s because somehow 
we know that we’re made for something more, for the Kingdom of which 
Jesus spoke.

LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over for 
5-10 minutes.

1. What were the highs and lows of your week?
2. What was the last major purchase you made and how did it

make you feel?
3. Was there anything you really wanted to get or to do that fell

through, and if so, how do you feel about that?
4. Have you ever played the “what if” game Pastor Brad

talked about in his message introduction? If so, how did you
plan to spend the money

LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. What Psalm does Matthew refer to in 13:35, and what does the
Psalmist tell us about Jesus?

2. Who is searching in the two parables, and how are they different?
3. What is similar about what they find? What’s different?
4. How does each searcher respond when they find what they find?
5. How does Jesus comment on all of this in his 6:33 teaching?

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible 
to today. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Where do people search for value and meaning today
2. What do you believe results from that wordily searching
3. Where, if anywhere, do you see people searching well for things that

truly matter? Do you believe they sense it’s God’s Kingdom they
really long for, and why or why not?

4. Describe the most beautiful expression of God’s Kingdom that
you’ve ever seen.

5. How do outbreaks of the Kingdom encourage you and others?

LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to engage the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. What do you really, really,...REALLY...long for? Be honest.
2. What are you willing to give up to get that?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
These questions are designed to help  
lead your group through a progression  
of engagement with the Bible passage(s) 
and the speaker’s message. They can help 
you understand and apply the teaching.
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3. When you really want something, do you talk yourself into it? Or, 
do you honestly decide objectively what you should want and hope 
you’ll feel like it’s desirable? Which are you more likely to do and 
why?

4. What’s it like to really want something and NOT be able to get it? 
How do you deal with the frustration and disappointment?

5. When you think of the words “Kingdom of God” what comes to mind 
and why?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day 
to day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. Do a Bible study on “Kingdom of God” and “Kingdom of Heaven.” 
Write down what you learn and share it with someone.

2. Make an inventory of everything you’re willing to give up if you 
had to “sell all” and what you wish you could keep. Have an honest 
conversation with God about that and ask for his help to release you 
from any unwholesome attachments. 

CONTINUED:

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich, Bob Barkema, Kathy Calvert, Jamie Lilley,  
Nick MIller, and the Adult Ministry Team for sermon notes and questions.




