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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
ACTS 8:26-40 

Jesus told his people to love and bless everyone, even their enemies. 
Literally. Everyone. For most of us, that’s a practical impossibility, because 
don’t know everyone. However, as this message points out: our ability to 
love everyone is dependent upon our willingness to love anyone. More 
to the point, if Jesus teaches us to love everyone, then we must surely 
welcome them as well.

The story where Phillip, a Jesus Follower, meets the Ethiopian official offers 
us some guidance. This message unpacks the lessons embedded in their 
compelling tale, and helps us know how we might welcome anyone to 
whom God leads us.

 
LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over for 
5-10 minutes.

1. Did you take a spring break or was it a normal week for you?
2. What was something you were recently challenged by?
3. Do you like hosting people in your home? Why or why not?
4. When did you spend intentional time over the last week reflecting 

on the life-giving water offered by Jesus?
 
LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. In Acts 8:30-31 Phillip notices a man reading scripture and asks if he 
knows what it is he’s reading. Based on their conversation, how does 
this model the need for Jesus followers to listen and empathize with 
people new to understanding the Christian faith?

2. How does the interaction between Phillip and the Eunuch in Acts 
8:30-35 help you understand the perspective of a non-Christian? 

3. In Acts 8:36, they pass by water and the man asks Phillip, “What can 
stand in the way of me being baptized?” What was Phillip’s response 
and why do you think he responded as he did? 

4. The Spirit instructed Phillip to go stand near the chariot in verse 29. 
By listening and obeying, Phillip found himself in a place to guide 
someone in love through the Gospel. What does that teach us about 
how the Spirit is a Helper to the Gospel and to us? 
 

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible  
to today. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Jesus doesn’t give us an out for the people who are against us.  
Why do you think the world values self-preservation over loving  
our enemies? 

2. What are you awake to in the world around you? 
3. Our culture is trending on the topic of radical self love. How does 

that support the Gospel, in what ways is it at odds with the Gospel?
4. How does listening well make you more loving? 
5. Why do you think some people feel they don’t have a place  

in the church?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
These questions are designed to help  
lead your group through a progression  
of engagement with the Bible passage(s) 
and the speaker’s message. They can help 
you understand and apply the teaching.
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LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to engage the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. When was the last time you clearly heard the Spirit of God?
2. What do you think the Lord is trying to say to you today?
3. What doubts do you have? What is the hope you’re looking  

for what’s behind the doubts you have?
4. What parts of yourself do you see in Jesus? 
5. Have you ever led someone to Jesus? How did that happen,  

and what was it like?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day 
to day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. Reach out to a non-Christian friend, family member, or co-worker this 
week and ask if they’d be willing to have a conversation with you about 
faith. In your conversation listen more than you speak. Don’t judge 
them or argue with them on topics you disagree. Instead listen to their 
story and ask God to show you where the Spirit is moving.

2. Reflect on times in your life when you did not understand parts  
of scripture or faith. Bring your current questions and doubts before 
the Lord and ask God to give you new understanding. 

3. As a discipline, engage the Bible at least one time each day over the 
next seven days. 

CONTINUED:

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich, Bob Barkema, Kathy Calvert, Jamie Lilley,  
Nick MIller, and the Adult Ministry Team for sermon notes and questions.


