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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
MATTHEW 19:13–15 & MATTHEW 18:1-5

How do we lose the sense of wonder and awe that the world is a beautiful 
place for of good potential? Is it as simpel as “maturing?” Do we simply 
grow weary, ground down by the cares of life? Or, is it possible to retain the 
joy, trust, vulnerability, hope, love, and dependence of a child?

Jesus seems to teach two things in these passages: it is possible, and it’s 
also necessary if we are to experience the fullness of his Kingdom. So, how  
do we lean into those truths?

 
LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over for 
5-10 minutes.

1. Break into pairs. Share one thing that you each appreciate about 
the other.

2. Easter is fast approaching. What Easter practices are most 
meaningful to you?

3. What have you learned about Jesus through his engagement of 
people- men/women, adults/children, Jews/Samaritans/Gentiles?

4. Has observing Jesus engage others impacted the way you engage 
others? Explain.

 
LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. Where is Jesus ministering to the crowds- teaching and healing-in 
Matthew 19? 

2. What did assembled parents ask of him, and how did he respond to 
their request?

3. How had Jesus previously addressed the question of kingdom 
greatness with his disciples? (18:1-5)

4. How did the disciples demonstrate failure to grasp this fundamental 
principle?

5. What tone did Jesus take with his disciples; one usually reserved  
for the Pharisees? 
 

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible  
to today. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. What do you think lay behind people’s pereception ofd greatness?
2. Contrast the qualities worldly kingdoms value with the qualities of 

being childlike.
3. How do Jesus’ words “become like children” make sense, or not, in 

our current culture?
4. What types of people find these words of Jesus encouraging?
5. What types of people now would find the words of Jesus infuriating? 

 
LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to engage 
the teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions 
max.
1. What events in your life have left you a little battered,  

a little hardened, a little jaded?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
These questions are designed to help  
lead your group through a progression  
of engagement with the Bible passage(s) 
and the speaker’s message. They can help 
you understand and apply the teaching.
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2. Do the terms trust, vulnerability, dependency sound appealing to 
you? Why or why not?

3. When did you last experience true wonder? Joy? A deep awareness 
of love? Hope?

4. How is the distinction drawn between childishness and childlikeness 
helpful to you?

5. How might your response to the gospel allow you to embrace 
becoming childlike again?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day 
to day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. This week, begin each day expecting God to reveal his goodness  
to you, in some way.

2. This week, create space for family, friends, neighbors to be childlike  
in your presence. 

CONTINUED:
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