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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
MARK 10:32-45

In John 14, Jesus tells us that his goal is to make a home where a godly 
people can live with a just and loving God. However, there’s a problem: 
sin and the injustice it breeds. We cannot live in a just and loving space 
with God while sin persists. The story of Easter is about addressing this 
problem, the solution to which includes the narrative of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. The tale is familiar to most people within Western Culture. 
However, while the point of the story is clear to those inside the church, 
people outside of Christianity often ask, “Why did Jesus have to die? It’s 
gruesome. Why doesn’t God just forgive-and-forget?” Good questions!

The Christian story takes injustice seriously, and teaches that things need 
to be made right if we are to live within a just and loving society. Most 
people get that idea at a gut level. However, cities shattered by war don’t 
rebuild themselves. Lives torn apart by betrayal don’t heal without support. 
There’s a cost born by someone if anyone wants to rebuild, restore, and 
renew. When we’re talking about the whole world, that cost was born by 
Jesus. He paid the ransom for our deliverance from the sin, brokenness, 
and injustice bred by evil. He went to the Cross to do that for us.
 
LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over for 
5-10 minutes.

1. What were a few of your highs and lows from the past week?
2. Have you ever had to pay a bill that you couldn’t afford?  

What happened?
3. Share about a time that someone did something super generous 

for you. What did they do and how did you feel?
 
LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. What did Jesus say or do that caused astonishment and fear  
(Mark 10: 29-31)?

2. Why did Jesus pull aside his disciples and what did he tell them? 
3. What did James and John ask of Jesus? How did he answer them?
4. How did the other ten disciples react when they heard of this?
5. How did Jesus respond, and how did he characterize the distinctions 

of his leadership from that of the Gentiles? 
 

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible  
to today. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. How do we conceive of a ransom in our culture and how does that 
differ from the way this message presents the concept? How the two 
views similar?

2. Does our culture prize a leader who serves and who might be a good 
example of that leadership style?

3. How do contemporary leaders get and use power? Can some good 
come of that, and if so, how?

4. Who is the best leader you ever followed and why would you rank 
them so high?

5. Who is the worst leader you ad to follow and why would you rank 
them so low? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
These questions are designed to help  
lead your group through a progression  
of engagement with the Bible passage(s) 
and the speaker’s message. They can help 
you understand and apply the teaching.
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LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to engage the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.
1. How do you react when you read of Jesus repeatedly instructing  

his followers that he must die and rise again?
2. What are your expectations about your place in God’s Kingdom?
3. Do you believe you’re fit for God’s Kingdom and why or why not?
4. Have you ever made a request of God and somehow, deep inside, 

you knew you weren’t ready for the challenge? What was that 
experience like?

5. How does the idea that God ransomed you make you feel?  
Grateful? Confused? Frustrated? And why do you think you  
feel the way you do?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day 
to day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. Write a letter to God describing how you feel about his rescue of you. 
Celebrate. Ask questions. Be honest and make it uniquely yours.  
Consider sharing it with a friend and talking about it. 

2. Take a walk in a beautiful place and note all of the things God 
ransomed you for.

CONTINUED:

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich, Bob Barkema, Kathy Calvert, Jamie Lilley,  
Nick MIller, and the Adult Ministry Team for sermon notes and questions.




