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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
1 JOHN 4:7 + 18-19, ROMANS 8:35-39, 1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-14,  
JOHN 3:16, COLOSSIANS 3:12-14, 1 JOHN 3:1-3 + 16-18,  
2 COR. 5:14-15, MATTHEW 5:44

We know love when we see it in action. We know when we feel it, but 
still, love is notoriously difficult to define precisely. That difficulty is 
compounded when we consider the love of God. How can a good and 
all-powerful God, who supposedly loves us and the world we live in (John 
3:16), allow the evil and suffering we see?

This message does not shy away from these kinds of hard questions, nor 
does the series. In fact, this message meets the tough questions head 
on. And, we find, that in spite of persistent skepticism within our broken 
world, it is still possible to experience God’s love. It’s also possible to share 
it. Therein lay the mystery of being a People of Love. We can know the 
Love of God, be changed by it, and love others the way God has loved us. 
As Christians, we strive to do all of this in unexpected and beautiful ways 
within a hurting world. And maybe that’s the whole point of God’s love 
after all.

LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over for 
5-10 minutes.

1. How did God provide, answer, encourage, or guide you,  
this past week?

2. How has God expressed his love for you? In Scripture?  
Through others?

3. What do you find most encouraging or challenging,  
regarding the idea of God’s love?

4. What do you find encouraging or challenging as you actively love 
others in the world?.

 
LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. Who or what is the source of love (1 John 4:7)?
2. How does Scripture describe love (1 John 4:18, Colossians 3:12-14)?
3. What difference does it make, that God is Three-In-One?
4. What can separate us from the love of God? (Romans 8:35-39)
5. What impact does the love of God have on an individual (1 John 3:1-3 

+ 16-18)? 
 

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible  
to today. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. How does culture suffer from an inadequate concept of true love?
2. What difference does it make that love is a Person, not a concept?
3. What does the mutuality within the Trinity help us understand  

about love?
4. What fears about love do people have, and what may result  

from those fears?
5. List self-improvement measures people try, when desperate  

for change.
6. How do self-improvement measures fall short of what  

is really needed? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
These questions are designed to help  
lead your group through a progression  
of engagement with the Bible passage(s) 
and the speaker’s message. They can help 
you understand and apply the teaching.
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LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to engage the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.
1. Share when you first became aware of God’s unconditional love 

for you.
2. How did God’s love satisfy your longings and dispel your fears?
3. What were some changes that resulted from being set free,  

in this way?
4. How has being in community/church manifested God’s love, to you?
5. In your opinion, what might the church do, to better manifest God’s 

love?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day 
to day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. Which of the Bible verses cited impacted you most?  
Maybe reread them daily, even journal about and memorized them.

2. Think through who you will engage, each day. Be intentional in loving 
them.

CONTINUED:

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich, Bob Barkema, Kathy Calvert, Jamie Lilley,  
Nick MIller, and the Adult Ministry Team for sermon notes and questions.


