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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
MATTHEW 5:9 AND 2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-18

Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called children 
of God.” Isaiah calls Jesus the “Prince of Peace.” And when Christ was 
born, the angel announced that this poor baby from Nazareth who would 
be God’s King signified, “Peace on earth and goodwill to all people.”

Why then is peace so elusive? Whether we want to overcome personal 
anxiety or see a horrific war come to a close, we long for peace. The desire 
for it is built into us by God. He has established a Kingdom, with Jesus 
as its King, that will one day bathe all of creation in God’s peace. In the 
meantime, we, the people of his Kingdom, are resident peacemakers. 
We don’t choose a side, we choose our King instead and live within the 
character of his Kingdom, offering glimpses of its peace to others. 

LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over for 
5-10 minutes.

1. What was something that you accomplished this past week,  
something that made you feel at peace?

2. What kingdom(s) are you presently a loyal subject of?  
One kingdom? Two kingdoms? 

3. What have you learned, so far, that distinguishes Jesus’ Kingdom 
from other kingdoms?

4. Specifically, what challenges you about living a life characterized 
by love, in this world?

 
LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. Name some legitimate needs that might fuel an individual’s  
search for Jesus.

2. What is a temptation unique to presenting Jesus and his gospel,  
in a consumer-driven culture?

3. Share some scriptural phrases that link the person of Jesus  
and peace.

4. Where do conflict and animosity arise in the Bible? Give examples.
5. Does Jesus indicate that peacemaking is passive or active?  

What is the difference? 
 

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible  
to today. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. How is peace defined or described in our culture? In the dictionary? 
How about in the words of Jesus?

2. Why is it so comforting to align with a particular side,  
a particular team, or a particular tribe?

3. Why is it easier to pontificate about peace than to pursue it,  
to actively seek to live it out?

4. What types of challenges might one, who genuinely seeks to be  
a peacemaker, encounter?

5. Explain how embracing the identity of peacemaker connects with 
setting aside a “worldly viewpoint.” 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
These questions are designed to help  
lead your group through a progression  
of engagement with the Bible passage(s) 
and the speaker’s message. They can help 
you understand and apply the teaching.
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LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to engage the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.
1. What do you view as attractive, about the role of peacemaker?  

What do you view as risky?
2. What is your default or automatic setting, when you find yourself  

in the midst of conflict?
3. When have you yourself been thrust into the role of peacemaker,  

and what were the results?
4. What present situation requires you to transition from passive  

to active peacemaking?
5. What encourages you knowing that as a peacemaker,  

God regards you as a son or daughter?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day 
to day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. How has knowing Jesus brought experience of genuine peace into 
your life? Thank him.

2. Where is Jesus sending you this week, as his ambassador of peace? 
Trust him and go.

CONTINUED:

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich, Bob Barkema, Kathy Calvert, Jamie Lilley,  
Nick MIller, and the Adult Ministry Team for sermon notes and questions.


