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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY: 
ISAIAH 58 + 62, LUKE 4

We continue our People of the Kingdom series this week by looking at the 
topic of justice. In a world where the word “justice” is used in many settings 
with many different meanings, Pastor Brad examines Isaiah 58 (along with 
Is. 62 quoted in Luke 4) to help us come to a better understanding of 
biblical justice. Just as God identifies with those who have been treated 
unjustly and works for their restoration, he calls those who follow him to 
do the same.

LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over for 
5-10 minutes.

1. Have you ever unjustly (in your opinion) received a ticket, been
grounded, or gotten in trouble? Conversely, have you ever been
the reason someone else was unjustly ticketed, grounded, or
punished? What happened?

2. When you hear the word justice, what immediately comes
to mind?

3. What example or story stood out to you in Sunday’s sermon?
Why was it significant to you?

4. What was your high/low for this past week (or since group last
met)? What was the best thing that happened and the worst
thing that happened?

LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. What words or phrases are used in Isaiah 58 to describe
the people of Israel (here referred to as the descendants of Jacob)?
What are they doing? What are they complaining about?

2. How does this passage describe the kind of fasting that God
has chosen? How does this compare and contrast with the people
of Israel’s fasts?

3. What promise does God make in Isaiah 58? What does he ask
of the people? What will He do in return?

4. What does God say about the Sabbath in this Scripture?
5. How would you sum up the meaning or message of this passage

in your own words?

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible 
to today. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Do you see any similarities between how the Israelites are described
in this passage and how “church people” or religious people act
or are perceived today? What is similar? What is different?

2. Based on this passage and what you gleaned from this week’s
sermon, how would you define biblical justice?

3. Where do you see people today living out biblical justice as it is
described in this passage? Can you think of individuals, groups, or
organizations that are doing this well? How are they fulfilling what
God is asking for in Isaiah 58?

4. In his sermon, Pastor Brad pointed out that in verse 7 of this
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passage, God calls the poor wanderer “flesh and blood.  
He says they are family. Who might be modern equivalents  
of the poor wanderer? What do you think it looks like to treat them 
like family?

5. What are some of the ways that the world defines justice?  
How does the church define justice? Based on this passage,  
how do you think these definitions compare to biblical justice? 
 

LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to engage the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.
1. As you read the description of the religious Israelite people,  

were there any words or phrases that you personally identified with? 
What has this passage taught you?

2. How is your definition of justice different from the biblical definition 
of justice presented in this passage? 

3. How has this passage/sermon helped you to grow in your 
understanding of biblical justice? How have your thoughts  
changed or been reinforced? 

4. What might it look like for you to live out the ideals of biblical justice 
in your own life? How are you personally involved in bringing about 
God’s justice on earth? How could you be involved? 

5. Do you have a hard time viewing the poor or “poor wanderers”  
as your own flesh and blood? Why or why not? What keeps you  
from being able to relate to these groups? What helps you to see 
yourself in them?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day 
to day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. What is one way that you can embrace biblical justice this week? It 
doesn’t have to be a huge action, but what’s something that you can 
do to support the poor and those who have been victims of injustice? 

2. Do you relate to the description of the Israelites more than anything 
else in this passage? How can your group pray for you as you seek to 
have the heart of God for the world around you? 

3. If you would like to dig deeper into the theme of justice this week and 
coming to a better understanding of what the Bible teaches about it, 
we encourage you to do a word search for “justice” in the Bible and 
commit to reading all the passages in context (you can use a tool like 
biblegateway.com or the concordance in the back of your Bible to get 
a list of these passages)?

CONTINUED:
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