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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
ROMANS 2:1-29 

Romans  chapter one, verses 18-32, painted a bleak picture of a 
hopelessly broken and sinful humanity. Chapter 2 takes this even further, 
pointing out that even those religious people who have tried to “do 
the right thing” fall short of God’s standards. God demands absolute 
perfection, meaning that no one is in right standing before him. However, 
as Pastor Brad shares, this isn’t the end of the story. While religion can 
never produce enough good for its adherents to be perfect in God’s eyes, 
God’s grace invites us into right relationship with him again. 

LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over for 
5-10 minutes.

1. When you hear the word “religion” what words, images, etc., 
come to your mind? 

2. What attitudes, actions, or characteristics would cause you to call 
a person “judgey” or “judgmental”?

3. Who is your favorite “guru” (a person with a program or system to 
help you accomplish some ends, like a diet/exercise plan, financial 
plan, relationship improvement, spiritual disciplines, etc.)?

4. What was your high/low for this past week (or since group last 
met)? What was the best thing that happened and the worst thing 
that happened?

 
LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. What does Romans 2:1-5 say about passing judgment on others? 
What does it reveal about God’s kindness?

2. In Romans 2:5-11, Paul talks about the judgment of God. Who will be 
judged positively? Who will be judged negatively? Why?

3. What is the role of the law in God’s judgment in Romans 2:12-16? 
Does it matter if you know the law or not? What does matter?

4. In your own words, what warning does Paul give to the Jews (the 
religious people) in Romans 2:17-24? 

5. Circumcision was a religious symbol that was very important to the 
Jews and was a physical reminder of their set apart nature before 
God. What does Paul say about circumcision in this chapter? What 
value does it have? What difference does it make before God? 
 

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible  
to today. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. In his sermon, Pastor Brad said, “Religion is the development of 
elaborate teachings and laws, practices and habits, do’s and don’ts, 
that force us to think we must become ‘better people’.” How does 
Christianity (as often practiced) fit that description? What other 
belief systems or ways of thinking in our current world would fit this 
definition?

2. Can you think of any examples in our own world where the people 
who should be “doing it right” are actually just as corrupt (or more 
corrupt) than the world generally? Why does this situation upset us 
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so much? How does this passage of Romans relate to these kinds of 
situations? 

3. What standards are used in today’s world to judge people (their 
rightness or wrongness)? What standards are used by the church? 
What standards does God use? How do these standards compare?

4. Is doing the right things enough to be righteous in God’s eyes? Why 
or why not? In your own words and based on this passage/sermon, 
what is required from God to be in the right? 

5. How does the world define grace? How does God define it? What 
impact does the concept of grace have on this passage and what it 
says about humanity? 

Look In: These are questions that help you consider how to engage the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Do you personally identify more with the Jews (“religious”) people in 
this passage or the Gentiles (not religious) people? Why? 

2. What “religions” (according to Pastor Brad’s definition) have you 
been tempted to follow in your life? Are there any “religions” that you 
are tempted to adhere to now? Why or why not? 

3. Have you ever found yourself in a situation for which you had 
previously judged other people? What happened? What did you 
learn/what did God teach you from this experience? Have you 
learned (or been reminded of) anything from this passage?

4. After reading this passage/listening to this sermon, how do you think 
God sees you? How does this compare with how you see yourself? 

5. Where do you see God’s grace in your own life? How do you 
embrace that grace in your own life and in your relationships with 
others?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day 
to day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. Have you discovered that you’ve been living a religious life, and not 
really embracing a relationship with God? What’s one thing you can do 
this week to change your mindset from trying to do the right things to 
trying to be who God wants to help you become? 

2. If you found yourself identifying with the religious people in this 
passage, take some time this week to pray that God would allow you to 
see yourself and others as he does. 

3. Do you feel like you have done too much and God could not accept 
you as you are? This week, ask that God would allow you to embrace 
the grace he so freely offers to you. 

CONTINUED:

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich, Bob Barkema, Kathy Calvert, Jamie Lilley,  
Nick MIller, and the Adult Ministry Team for sermon notes and questions.


