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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
ROMANS 5:6-21 

This message spotlights a problem that we all have in common. We sense 
it. Things just aren’t right, not everything anyway. And though we seem 
to enjoy small celebrations of goodness at times, most of us also suspect 
that those are the exceptions rather than the rule. 

We hold elections. We spend money. We change education or business 
systems. And, we do all of it in pursuit of an elusive, abiding rightness. 
Yet, something always seems to twist our efforts into long-term 
brokenness.

The Bible has a word for this phenomenon, It’s called sin, and it has the 
power to bend the trajectory of our humanness away from God’s shalom 
— his goodness, justice, and harmony. Fortunately, God has undone the 
power of sin through the life and obedience of Jesus Christ. 

LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over for 
5-10 minutes.

1. What thoughts and emotions accompany the waning of summer 
and approach of autumn?

2. What did you learn or experience these last few months, that has 
shaped or matured you?

3. What have you found comforting, in the book of Romans? What 
has been uncomfortable?

4. Share briefly a recent example of God’s grace in your life.
 
LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. What does Scripture say regarding the truly desperate condition 
of those for whom Christ died (Romans 5:6-8; see also Psalm 51:5; 
58:3; Ephesians 2:3)?

2. What are some of the different aspects of salvation that receive 
specific mention, in this  text (Romans 5:9-11)?                                  

3. According to the text, what singular historical event makes 
reconciliation with God possible (Romans 5:10)?

4. What is sin? Who or what does sin impact? What is the ultimate, 
consequence of sin (Romans 5:12-14)?

5. What are some of the ways the biblical text contrasts Christ and 
Adam (Romans 5:15-19)? 
 

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible  
to today. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Do most people believe that all people are born good or sinners, 
and why does that matter? 

2. Where do you see the frustration and the impossibility of people 
trying to save themselves in the world?

3. How does this reality clarify the needs that Christianity seeks to 
address? 

4. Do you think most people achieve or receive reconciliation? How 
is forgiveness and making things right between people related to 
reconciliation

5. Have you ever had to represent someone and “save them” from 
themselves by advocating for them? What was that like?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
These questions are designed to help  
lead your group through a progression  
of engagement with the Bible passage(s) 
and the speaker’s message. They can help 
you understand and apply the teaching.
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Look In: These are questions that help you consider how to engage the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. What did you believe about the condition of humanity, prior to this 
message? What about now?

2. What various religions and philosophies did you explore — or are 
you exploring now — as you consider the claims about Jesus?

3. Which of the gifts described in Romans 5 have you received? 
Which are most precious, to you?

4. What difference does it make, to you, that the text emphasizes the 
person and the work of Jesus the Messiah?

5. What is your heart response to the repeated assertion of “how 
much more” is yours, in and through the faithfulness of Jesus? 

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day 
to day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. Think through your spiritual journey. If you have questions 
regarding your spiritual condition, reach out to someone at church 
— a friend, one of our elders, or a pastor. They would love to help 
you find clarity regarding this.

2. Thank God that His abundant provision through the faithfulness of 
Jesus is more than sufficient for you..

CONTINUED:

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich, Bob Barkema, Kathy Calvert, Jamie Lilley,  
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