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Let it rise, let praise arise

Verse 2:
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Let it rise, let praise arise
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Interlude:
Oh we praise You

Verse 3:
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Let it rise, let faith arise
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We praise You, we praise You
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¢ We are walking through the New Testament book of Romans - a letter, intended to inspire pure,
and genuine, life changing FAITH. HMEAEREFNNESSE - —HEEYHME, EHF, E4ES
EMpEE.,

¢ And if you’ve been with us the past few weeks you know that this letter that Paul wrote to the
church at Rome challenges our sensibilities around faith and life. #1R{F:i@ &% BMFEME—H#E,
MAEMNEREREREHAGHNETERE T HMEEMIE R,
* There are notions we have about faith a religion; B AR AEMHKE—ERH,
e There are presuppositions we have about how things are supposed to work, ¥ iR &
FEEZnEE (R, HfIA —LEFEER,
 And this letter, consistently challenges those ideas. E#1E —EE kB E L%,

¢ Including the subject we’ll look at today. @IFH S KB RMWERE,

e lllustration: Training, Suffering. 2245 : 3%k, 25,
* | mentioned a few weeks back that | signed up for an Ironman that I’'m racing in
November. #3871, HiRFIHEHMBEM+—ARITHEAZIALE,
e And while I've done a lot of endurance related things, | had really drifted out of shape.
HERFM T RS A BRI, BRABEKARE,
¢ So, | needed something to motivate me, and nothing motivates human beings
quite like fear or humiliation. FT L., HFE—LRARMNER, ZE M ELER
REEEHBAET.
¢ So | picked this really scary, potentially humiliating race to get me off the
couch. FTLl, BBETEEHIFERR, AR EEMLEEREREDPHLT
P



* But getting off the couch, especially in January, isn’t easy. B2, /0% E TR, LEERHE—AB
1, BFEH
* Neither is going out for a run in 100 degree heat. BRIFRET00EXEN S A THE,

e But a race like this demands that you do the work, regardless of conditions. 1B R2{&EILLE

BRMREFNE, TSEGERE01E,

* Which means there are days when it miserable. ;S E% &, ALHHESEREE,
* And it hurts. T B 1R,
* And you wonder why ever agreed to this. TR E B A EREHREZBMEHE,

e But there’s something that happens to me in those moments. {BFATEFBLERFZI T A T — L FE
%o

» Something happens that few people will ever understand. ;38 %18 NG IRfRRI B 15 5
7,

* Amidst the misery, amidst the pain, and cold, or the heat, | frequently experienced a
strange, determined euphoria amidst the suffering. #E3E1E®, EEFED, EE AR XS
BREABEETDREI-EFIEN BEMEER,

e AND, (this is how demented | become), | start looking FORWARD to the suffering, because
of what the odd joy I find in it, AND, because | KNOW what’s on the other side of it. jtﬂ
(BHREHLERID ZFREERS, RARRDHRITHUMEL, I, RAHME
MBS —meHE,

® See, once you've suffered a bit, and made it to the other side, and you see the gains, you realize
there’s good in the hard. &, —BARZTEE, IRMMBRTH—m, REEITWE, MREFHINEE
FHISFER

¢ So, in the world of Endurance sports SUFFERING is considered a special place. #0itt, 7Efit 7718
Bt RE, SERBFER —ERKNER,

¢ And It is one of the few times that that word - Suffering - is considered a positive thing.

BE- SEFATEER AT SN —RBERE LI RBMER,

¢ With one exception: The Bible. B& T —1{E {54} : BE&R

e And it’s not just a once or twice thing. sE ~EE 2 — RS M REE,

¢ There’s a THEME in the Bible, of Suffering being presented as a POSITIVE
experience. B b HF—EFE, FHE —EEBNEEE.

¢ And then, in a few places, like the one we are looking at today, it’s not just positive, we’re actually
told to REJOICE in our sufferings. ##, fE—tih 5, SEHMSKXKEBINNER, ETEEREID
B, BELEMEESNEEEZMMTHDER,

* So let’s look together at this. Romans 5, beginning in verse 1. EEH M —EREBEREZESE, 1E
18BA%E .
e It starts like this: A 2EHKM:



Romans 5:1-2 # EZ 5:1-2

1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which
we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

1ZMEBEEEBE IESRMVEIBRREESEMBEN,

2EMX#EZM REFEARETFRLMERAD TEBRBESH E B M EIKE

¢ So this week, in my own personal reading, my journaling, | was camped out on these two verses. Ffr
LEE, EHECHEARENEL Y, KEEMERKEX LERET®,
e | meditated on these. FFEBiBEL,
* Peace with God. That’s good. B2 #F14F, & 2 1FH,
* And Access to Grace, in which we stand. That’s good too. # A B 8, FHMiEEH G, 58
th 217,

¢ Grace and Peace. | need those. BB %R, ZFEEL
* So these first couple of verses, they are pretty appealing. Fﬁuﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁfﬁg‘j{?lﬁ"%“wglko

* But then we keep going, and it says this: B2, HMiEE ©RERR

Romans 5:3-5 #EZ 5:3-5

3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4
and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put
us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
who has been given to us.

37 EmMKt, RMBEERHPHLEEREREEN, BAH M E B HLE AWM,

AFZMEZR, EHREME

SMELTEREN, FAMBRBREMMESHANESEEEZRMDOE,

* We rejoice in our sufferings? Really? Since when? HMEBH T th EHHEE » EMG 2 (AL ?
¢ Other than that raining day on my bike, this is not something that | have even welcomed - much
less rejoiced in. EBR TRREEITEZ2®, BEEFEHEHE-FHRSHET,
* Rejoice in suffering? e B# P =E ?
¢ Do me a favor. Look at a man or a woman who has just discovered that their spouse has been
diagnosed with something tragic, and tell them to “rejoice in their sufferings”. BEIC, EEEEF A
R ARIRZERMAERBEZEHBE , SHFREMNEERBPEBREE",

¢ Can | make a suggestion? Learn how to block a punch before you do. FRER HHEEIE ? TE{RERM
ZRIEZ2 g E—%,

* Go to a memorial service. 2EHEE
* Look at the living and tell them to rejoice. EE ML FEZEMN A, SFMEEHE,

lllustration: ICU 4§l : ICU

* Some of you know that about ten years ago | nearly lost my oldest daughters. {RIFELE A &1E, Kk
10581, HEMEAEZRWARKR,
® 8 days in the hospital, most of those in Pediatric ICU. They were the darkest days in a
season of dark days. FEERRE TR, KEMFHHEEZRBNEESLKE. IR ERBE LR



REEMHEF.

* And here’s the deal...I would have to go back...people get sick. A baby gets born. A child gets sick,
and | have to go back down there. BIF R EKMN.. BEXEFREE. FEAERT . —EEREE, —
EFER, K EREIHE,

® The first time | went | was paralyzed. | could barely breath. The memories rushed back. It was
ridiculous. | actually thought, “This isn’t real. I’'m tougher than this.” ¥ — REMEHR B R T, %
FTEETFR, AE-—TFETERREATET. RENE, “ETF2EMN, BLLREMRERR, ”

e | didn’t think, “Thank you Jesus for my suffering.” | didn’t rejoice. | panicked. F;%F7%8, “REHiF:E
E2E.CETIEHE, RERKRE.

* And | panicked the next time. T—RE EE Tkt

® See, there is this miserable design flaw, and that’s that the pediatric ICU waiting area actually
serves as a hallway - so people have to pass through this waiting room to get to other places,
babies being born, kids getting treated, the parking garage B A AR AEHEZHERETRE, B
ERMEESNFREER LU EZ—EER - FTUAMBAEEBEBEERY RER Hs A, 52
REAE, BFEIER FES,

* But the people in this awkward hallway waiting room, behind them, behind the glass, there are
children that belong to them, and they are dying. many of them. won’t make it. and they sit on the
couches while people walk through, talking on phones and fumbling for their keys, and carrying
balloons - and they sit there, SUFFERING BE TEEEELNEBRIENAM, EHMIE , £H
WikE BHMNET, MAEEEE— 8, HE8 A, FRFERN, EEEAMTBE, £TEE,
RRIBEL, EZAMEFF - MLENE ZE,

¢ When | walked through there, | couldn’t even look at them. | can’t even go there. & EBIBER, F
EEZTHEMM EEEFEEERE,

* Rejoice in suffering? £ &= # R E ?

¢ People say things to help. I’'m not sure they help. They don’t hurt. But I’m no sure they help. A
MRLEME, KT EEMMESHEEY. WMTEARZSG, EEXTHEMMIETHEER.

* “This too shall pass” - really? thanks for the king james use of the word shall. “Eth#FBE" - EfY
NE 2 S IR AT E R AR S E A

¢ “| know how you feel” - you do? because you once knew someone who had a cousin that this

happened to? “HAERERZ” - (REMNE? &R ERZEHEEANKPE L RLEEEES?

¢ Or this one: “Pain has a way of making you stronger” - Well, how much stronger do YOU want to
be, because I’'m about ready to deliver some pain to you. B &EE: “BE GE/REFRK” - 471D
, ARBEGEELRA, EAaRERERTFHBIRTFR—LREE,

* Rejoice in suffering. FEZ#hE 4,

* lllustration: Paul £2/5| : {R #&
* Around the same time that those events took place with Morgan, | sat at coffee with a friend...

R ELXRERBEELEEMHIE—FRE, TAN— A RLEMGEE. ..



* “Something is going to change, it’s big, | know it, just don’t know what it is.” “HLEIFRE T, BXK,
HHE RRETHERME,

e Within a week he was in the hospital...mysterious illness...he went from bad to worse...saw every
specialist, was in constant pain, incapacitated, stripped of everything...he was suffering.
SUFFERING. —Ez R {EE T Bfx... MWHER.. . MHNRHEEART..RTB—UEXR, —BEXE
BER KETHERN XET—U.. MEEZERTE,

¢ | would sit and talk with him and he not only described the pain, but the frustration, the angst, the
loneliness. He was miserable. &% TR K A EwR THEE, Ed THE, £EMN
maE, R,

* And while there were good days, no one thought that things would turn out like they did. &% & iF
MEHE, ERXAEAEEIEFEREEERRE.

* | remember, His wife...emails...each week...of the ups and downs were a roller coaster. i 1%, b
MEF. REFEM. 58, RREEAGALE—,

* He never got fully diagnosed. ;2 EHEEHZIA,
* He never really got better. #h;& A EIE {7848,
* He never really got worse. fthth;Z HEGEE,

e /t was UNRESOLVED. & —YN#R:2 B fER,

* And then, when the world was shutting down in 2020, I’d made a quick run to get my daughter
from school and | got a phone call in a grocery store parking lot. Z#, 20204 2 {& & R &=
TRTHEE F—X KAIREZERERLR, £ETHEEL XEI—EEFEHE.

* Paul was gone. 1R%EET .
e No warning. && %3k,

* No symptoms. RBIEIK.
e Just gone. TAEFET o

e We all have had things, we have things....not fixed, not reconciled, just are. & & &8 — Lt

&R, BMME—LE RBHEMR, RAREE AE2BK.

¢ Some couples don’t reconcile... H —L X FEZHFLF...
* Some business partners don’t bring the money back. H—L4E B2 HILEERIZK,
 Some friends don’t say... —tt AR R T EEES...
e Some illnesses don’t go away. — LK FEAEELT,

¢ Suffering, and being human go hand in hand. =&, B AN £#EER T,

e James 1:2 - Consider it all joy when you meet trials. Literally, when you walk into them. J &=

12 - IMTEEERRGET , BEURAKRESR. ERIER , EREEZTHF,
* Not IF you do. When you do. 2R IRE#k. M EIRERK,

¢ A lot of smart people have attempted to answer the question of WHY we suffer... 18 % §2BA # A &R
CHEREEMAMTEZEEEME...



¢ I'm interested in another question: ZEHEH F—ERIEEA EIR:
* What now? REEE?

* Let’s begin with “It happened.” It’s messy and it’s there, and it’s unresolved. EH I E &5
A THRRERME R, SEFE SAENE EEERLIERBFER,

e What now? IRTEEREHE 2

* That’s where Paul is in Romans. Suffering is real. Let’s not talk about the why, let’s talk about
what now. SR RBE(EREZ)ERNAD., THIEEN. BRMAXTHmAHE, EEM
BRI B

* Paul says something in verse three that is so comforting. fRF#EF—LRXIEETE A,
e Actually, he DOESN’T say something, and that is what | find comforting. BFE L, hifi;2H:R
e mIEBREPHETRE,

Romans 5:3-4 #EZ 5:3-4
3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope,

3 B, MBEEZMED , HERREEN. BANEBELETM, 4 BMEEL , BLEH
tAa

= o

Notice what Paul doesn’t say. He doesn’t say that your sufferings won’t feel like sufferings. ;¥
BEREZARMTE, WRARMHBTHURBERTGREH,

* He doesn’t say that when you’re suffering, the suffering goes away. ;2 B R EMMEEEH#EE, &
HEHK,

* He uses this amazing word to describe how we feel. It's SUFFERING. There’s no hidden meaning.
It feels like suffering, when you are suffering. And it doesn’t matter why you are suffering. It aches. It
hurts. It’s hard. It's suffering. i FAEE# A HFZREREMMRE, EREH, 2AEMEBENEE,
ERERER, MUBREREZZE, THRIMATERS . ERE RZE REH EE2ZE,

¢ Some of us suffer because of something that has happened to us... HMAE L A
SEeRA—LERLEAHKMEIL..

* Some of us suffer because of something that hasn’t happened to us...E {4 L&

ZTEERA—LEREREEHMEL..

Some of us suffer because of something someone else did...or didn’t do. A Lt

ARERZRSR —EAMMEELZAHI—LEE,

* Some of us suffer because of something that we did...or didn’t do. FEMEL AR

EERABCHMEELEMN—LE,
e The point is, we ALL suffer. B2, ZMEBEZE,
e We ALL know what it's like to ache; to feel like something is wrong. F &8 EFRIEFEHIRE ; FBFE
FLEERHMNEE,

e Paul doesn’t say that we rejoice because this suffering doesn’t feel like suffering. {R#:2H R

IMELERRAEEHBRETREEH,



* He says we rejoice because there’s something we KNOW. fthiR M=% 2 A A K 5E—L

=,

¢ |In the middle of this pain, in the middle of this ache, in the middle of this mess, there is
something we can sink our minds into. FEEREE D, HEERETD, EEEENERY, 5—
EERLUFEERMTZESR,

e There is this beautiful, poetic progression to what Paul says in Romans 5. ;& 21RXERH], R##
H(REE)FIEERH RN ERE,

¢ He says what we know, what we KNOW, is that our sufferings PRODUCE something. 1tz 3 1
W8, HMEE, FHEEEE—LRA,

* There’s a product on the other side. There’s something different, waiting for us. 5 — LR FHE

BHMNE—HEELET. AEFT-BORE , EEFFERM.

Romans 5:3-4 #&EZ 5:3-4

3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope,

3 FMEM, MEEEET  CERURREEN.,. ENAEBHEEDH, 4 DMEEL , BLER

tH
= o

e Remember, at the beginning, | said that Paul’s words would challenge our sensibilities as they
relate to faith. FFEC1F, ERAIARIEHE, KR BREMVFE T REERBERMNVBZE, RABEFNELE
2): 08

* Here’s where our sensibilities get challenged. &7k 2 H M A0 BUR E Z HRELAIBF1E

* Most of us...faith to eliminate suffering. faith to make life smoother. faith to take the bumps out of
E%ig%eéa?ﬁgﬁﬁq:mx SHAN. ENRATERESE GNRATELATEIRRN . EMEATHRE
M b &0

 We might read scripture and say, “| don’t believe that.” FfIths5:8E 7L, REER, “KT2
AR, "
e But in practicality we do. 1B 2 B I L 32 MM,

* We have ideas of how things are supposed to go... A HEFS WA EMEE..
* We make assumptions based on context. F MR i% & R B R %,

lllustration: Fishing 2245 : & &

e [f | invited you to go fishing, you’d make some assumptions about what would be to
follow...poles, boats, tackle boxes. IR FFEMEH AN, MAEEE WNMAMHE...AE, /I
fin, TE%E,
* You’d have a picture in your head of what it would look like. {RE&BEH —IEEZ R E/ZNE
[E:1)8

e How many....Noodling? Grappling? &%\ AfE.. . EFEE 23L& 72

¢ This is done by men in cut off jean shorts and tank tops. No poles, no nets, no common sense,
and a pair of heavy duty gloves. e RHBEFERMEEMAMN, REAF, 2FH 768
B RE-EEENFE,

IMAGE E R



¢ (Explain it briefly.)

* When | tell you we’re going fishing you immediately create a set of assumptions. & B & SRR B 7E 89

A RELMEELE —ERER.

e And when | hand you a pair of cut off’s, a rubber glove, and plane ticket to Oklahoma, you’re
assumptions go out the window. (remove image) EH B II—EREKEHE, —BIBRBFE EF
ERTHAIEINMBE, MRS TERET.

* Things are supposed to happen a particular way. E1EEZIR— LA X4,

* Life is supposed to go like THIS. 4 EfEZ 2 IREREE.,
e And then, we suffer. A%, HMAEZEE,

¢ All of a sudden the tomorrow we were planning on, isn’t there any more. 228K 2 [, M HAVBAXR
TET,

¢ She leaves, He tells the truth, the doctor calls, and it’s over. HiFE T, {thiR T E8, B4+ 7 EE, —
PIHEERT

¢ And as much as we say we don’t believe that faith is supposed to take these things away, our
words in the middle of these moments, speak to the reality of our hearts. fEBE MR K MALEEEC
FERELWEMEER EEKNERED, BMMERE TRMOENEEEE,
¢ On that day, we say, “| never imagined” ZE;—X, MR, “HKKLz2H8EB, ”

e People say - “l can’t believe this happening...” AM&R: “ 8B REAEE.

¢ Why do we say those things? & EH MR ELE "
* Because faith was supposed to eliminate suffering. & A&{E{MAEZEKRE 2,

¢ And not only do we discover that it doesn’t, now, what we see, is that when you have faith, suffering
actually produces something worthwhile, something worth rejoicing over. B2 &M ERRE L HH
&, BE BMED EMEELMEE SHERLELET LESHRA , — LESEENRA,

¢ Paul tells us, we rejoice, because of our faith, in the middle of suffering, because, as hard as this is
for you to understand, the combination of your faith, and your suffering, produces something. &R
REM BMEE RAELD AE#HEF Ba MEEFEMRENRER K MEOMLEIREEMEH
, BET—LRA,
e Suffering produces endurance. £ &4 i,
¢ Endurance produces character Z i £ Z#& .,
e Character produces hope Z#&E LI E,

* How does suffering produce endurance? 5 & /&4 H ZHit0E ?

¢ Endurance, this idea that we can go the distance. How does suffering do that? i, i& &3 M
ALEESEARMEE BHIEKBEREN?

¢ If you’ve ever suffered through something, with someone, then you know. 318 R & & F0 51 A
EdEE—EE RRIET.

e Examples: Men in battle, kids away at camp, a tough physical challenge, cancer. #5|l+%: 5
ALBS, BFEEE, EFSELNEE, BiE,

» When you suffer with someone you are able to endure. E{REZFI NFEEZEH, REtal LA



it o

» What helps is finding out you’re not alone - it helps you ENDURE. E#B{RA2EE—@EA -
EEEMRAM

e That’s where faith makes such a difference. S ZE DA LIEER AW ARE,
» What'’s the symbol of our faith? A cross EIDHIEREHE? 2—E+FZ2E,

* Cross - a symbol not only of God’s sacrifice - but God being present in suffering. +2%8 -

FEZMEHMEH, -hBETRTHES#ZP,

e Our first questions amidst suffering are directed toward God. BN & & A E —E R RE
EEERT M,
e If you only knew....| have. INR{REXNE ... KEE-HE-,
e If you had...| did. AN SRR .. M,
e If you ever...Been there. Done that. IR R GIETEIE, &FE T IRL

¢ The cross reminds us. ‘| know how you feel’. +FZEiREETAM, “FKIEBIRMREZ,”

* In the moment, this leads us to endurance. We can go the distance. TEEERZ], EEHHKME
it T LAETELFE,

¢ \We believe in the God who suffered, and we can endure. EfIHHEHTRZE, Mt aTLL
SN

« Suffering produces endurance. He’s in it with us. B84 2, thEBHPEZMREE,

* And that endurance, Paul says, leads to character. T ARFEE M, RER, EEER.

¢ | don’t know if you ever pick up on this, but we have a funny way of greeting people in this culture.
ETMEFETEHIETIE—E, E?ﬂzﬂ’ﬁmﬁﬂﬁimqﬂF'Eﬁliﬁﬂkmﬁjﬁ =B
* Not all cultures are like this. A~ 2FF A XL &2 ERKRM,
e But in the west, we do this thing: BT, HE#&EH:

¢ “How are you? Good. Me too. Good. How’s the family? Good. What are you doing
these days? Staying busy. Etc. “fRIF0E ? #F, Fth i, 17, REA TS ? 1F, KR
it E 2 RIC, FF,”

¢ And then, we suffer. And we can’t do it any more. We can’t go through the motions. X%, #
MEEEH, FMFEERRTET . RMTHEEEEELLIE.
e | want to be transparent with you right now. IR EFKRKBHMAL

* This past couple of years has been rough on my profession, in general. $2#)23k:R, BEMFRAERZE
4 E BRIk,

e Pandemics, politics, and polarization has done some very real damage on the church in
certain parts of the world. #Z1&, BiA, MBMEERHHREE NS L EEREKX

BE,



® There has been mass turnover in pastoral ministry - record breaking - and many of my
colleagues and friends have thrown in the towel. ZE4REIRI B EFE LELERAKEE - #F7
KREW - ZFREORCHARZBEBET
e They’ve stepped down and stepped away. i~ 2:EE %, mE2EEEH,

» For me, personally, the societal complexities were on top of a transition here. ¥ I {@& A

meE, HEFERMEHREREBREREPEEL

¢ Transitions are hard enough, but load the events of the past two years on top of the
normal tensions of pastoral transition and it was a recipe for hardship. & B B & s &

T, BIEBEMEFEMMELRAEREENYE TEEERY, mRARRESE,

e And last summer, about this time, | hitawall. ZEEX, K EERER, KEL—TE,
e And it wasn’t good. A2 —#¥1FE1HE,

* | took a couple of weeks off and had to take a hard look at some things. ¥ T mEZ MR, 2
ﬂlu\%T ‘u:b$ |H

¢ | knew | needed to make some changes, and one of them was pulling back from all kinds of things,
so | could simply focus on pastoring and leading THIS church. A EBREEM—LRHE, Hh 2z
—IEREM—EHREREMMNEE RRAREENUEFEEELE.

¢ Which means that until recently, | hadn’t been around many of my colleagues and friends. thZi 2% &
BiiE BF—ERANRSZRAEEZEMAREEE,

e But in May | went to some meetings. £& B B E, HBMT —LHHE,
¢ And | ran into some old friends, including one who has spoken here over the years. H & Zl|
TZRKR SESEEMAESHEEN
e A.J. Swoboda. AJ - #7R1H:E

* And he said, “Hey man! How have you BEEN?” #hff 3, “Ik&t, R REERK ?”
e Cause That is how we greet each other...even though we don’t want to know. &2

R MxE A REEEE - B Mt S E B E,

¢ And | said, “Actually, | haven’t been great. I’'m good now. But things haven’t been good.”
mER, “HE, KT —BEERNEEF. BREF T, IS HFLRFITE.”

¢ And before he could say, “l wasn’t actually asking” | shared really openly with him,
my journey and what I'd changed. FZEftha] LIER, “FIt'3 5 BB, ARG L
thith D=, ZHDEEENEWRE,
* See, suffering has a way of making us honest. EZITE, S#ERMESHE,
e For the first time, what is REAL, is really clear. £—X, HBEESEEM, TEIEEFE,
e |t’s raw, and honest, and vulnerable. [RAR/, B, M.
e It hurts. But it’s a gift. EE AR, EEZEY,

* When we’ve endured it makes us into the kind of people we hope to be. &K MZEMBE KPS EE
REMBERABHIAN,



* The people you admire...the people you look up too...they have been to hell and back.
guaranteed. Fk& ARLEARER(AAI N - ARLEARINE B A - th IS FE 18 Hh 5K T E R [E],

¢ And they are the kind of people, that when facing the new reality of life...the one without the editing
and gloss...embrace it. #h{f2MiE, EEEALEPFHNER - FEBRBELH M EMBIN,

¢ They don’t say, this too shall pass, they say, “This too will shape me.” #iffiF- &R, EFthZTB
x=, R, “E:TEmE. 7

e Endurance leads to character. Bt E4EEHIGHE,

* And, then, #A#,

e Character leads to Hope. EfF4RE

* When you have endured. & {RZ i@,
* When you have had your character shaped. E{RE{EERIRANIEE,
* You begin to trust a reality that isn’t today. {REIIRIEFENS R EFFEENERE,

* You begin to believe a reality that isn’t this moment. {REAIRIEEBAFZ2HKIMIRE,
e This may feel like a death, but a resurrection is coming. EMRIREE BB X, B B EFENEKER.

* That doesn’t mean that the picture you had will eventually come true - it simply means that we
believe that we will be ok on the other side of this moment. IR ZRIFDEHNEBESENERAEE
-EEERAKMEGEINZR RN —SBHEMIT L,

e Paul says something interesting about hope. BARBI} L R#ER HIRB BN —A)EE,
e He says, h:g,

Romans 5:5

and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

REEERLES

SMETATHREN.RAFTBRHKEMMNES KNS EETRMDE,

¢ We will not be put to shame, by hope. HIREFE, ZFPIFE =D,

¢ People will wonder at your hope. A& B Z{RIIEHE,
e But you will not be put to shame. TI{RFEMR =D,

* Because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through his Holy Spirit. Bl 2 %8 B0 2 & @8 #b Ay
BREEKE /E EH MR,

* | don’t know why you’ve suffered, the way you’ve suffered. EARfERAHEZE, IMZEHMNE
15,

e | just know you have. R ZHMEMREZE,
e And | know you will. tH&1E{REE



e But our faith completely alters our suffering. B EMAIE DL E T HMAE .

e We had an unusually wet spring. ZMRBICET —EFARSENZRMES,
¢ And | heard an unusually large number of people say, “I hate the rain” an unusually large
number of days. HIEZNBFELHIAR, “KEIBEN. 7, BFZHIRHRA,
e One of my favorites is, “What’s up with this rain?” ZE#&/— a2, “EMEEMH E
ng 2>

e The rain doesn’t bother me so much. A EZEHK KBTS,
e Why? &BHE?
* Because the rain is why people who visit here in the summer say things
like, “I’ve never seen so much green.” Or, “This is the most beautiful place
I've seen.” AAMKBAMERBRR, “Kitz R BEERMMG, REF
“ERERABREMMAHIRER,

e The beauty follows the rain. EEREEMRKME.

* This week, we were taking some time to pray and worship as a staff. &8, M2 thEm Kk
M- —Eis S E,
¢ And we sang a song that held the lyrics, “may we see as you see.” HEZ|—& I,

Hp—a2, “ERMBERMABREN.”

* And it reminded me of something that C.S. Lewis said about suffering. 5EiZ &£ C.S AR BN
AR HR—EREE,

The problem of reconciling human suffering with the existence of a God who loves, is
only insoluble so long as we attach a trivial meaning to the word "love", and look on
things as if man were the centre of them. Man is not the centre. God does not exist for
the sake of man. Man does not exist for his own sake. "Thou hast created all things, and
for thy pleasure they are and were created." We were made not primarily that we may
love God (though we were made for that too) but that God may love us, that we may
become objects in which the divine love may rest "well pleased” - C.S. Lewis
AZEHTRANAENMEN—BMWEE RAEEERME T 2 EEFRNRBRHESR, LAAT
DEFEY, EMERFALEM. AFZEHRD. F24 T AMAEEN. MAKWTZEAMMB ST
FHEM, “MRERRIET &Y, A TIRHNERMFARMEE,” BABRERATEEARMEEH
EERAEMRHMBRERRZ ) MEAEZHM, RMEMHEMES R BRE  THRAERE. -
C-S B
e When you suffer, you will be shaped. E#H M=%, EMEHE.,

* Bitter or better. &R HEL

e Shut down or open up. BARAE$TEA.
* Cling all the more tightly to our plans, assumptions etc. =R B iR FEHR M, ATESESE,

* OR we will begin to entertain a NEW tomorrow, and in that new one, we might actually

be ok. BE HMBARIER —EHMIAXR, MEMHFH—X, RMATRENZLT,

Benediction fii&



