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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
ROMANS 12:9-21 

During the last two weeks of this series, we’ve looked at the first two 
sections of Romans 12. This week, we look at the last section and some 
very practical instructions that Paul gives to the Roman church. 

Even though thousands of years separate us from the people in the 
church at Rome, Paul’s instructions are just as challenging today as they 
were back then. He instructs the church to love sincerely, remain faithful 
and hopeful regardless of circumstances, and treat our enemies and 
adversaries in a way that honors God.

 
LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over for 
5-10 minutes.

1. Have you ever played a simulation game of any kind (i.e. flight 
simulator, the Sims, Roller Coaster Tycoon, etc.)? If so, what was 
that experience like? If not, why aren’t you interested in these 
types of games? 

2. What words, pictures, feelings, etc., come to mind when you hear 
the word “enemy? “

3. What example or story stood out to you in Sunday’s sermon?  
Why was it significant to you?

4. What was your high/low for this past week (or since group last 
met)? What was the best thing that happened and the worst thing 
that happened? 

 
LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. What “core values” does Paul mention in Romans 12:9-11?  
How would you describe these in your own words?

2. What three commands does Paul give in Romans 12:12?  
How might his instructions in verse 13 tie to the instructions  
in this verse?

3. In this passage, how does Paul tell us we are in behave towards 
those who are against us? 

4. Looking at this passage as a whole, what do you think Paul’s  
goal was for the Roman church? What did he want their lives  
to look like and why?

5. How do you think the directives in this passage are tied  
to Romans 12:1-8? 
 

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible  
to today. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Romans 9 says, “Love must be sincere.” Pastor Bo said “sincere” 
means “without simulation.” What are ways that people display 
insincere love in our world today (even in the church)? Can you 
describe some examples of true and sincere love that you’ve seen? 

2. What do you think it looks like in our world today to be faithful 
in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer? Do you know 
someone who does this particularly well (or one of these three well)? 

3. Based on Pastor Bo’s sermon and this passage, what do you think it 
looks like to “live at peace with everyone” in our world today? What 
are ways that phrase has been interpreted or lived out badly? What 
are ways it’s been interpreted or lived out well? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
These questions are designed to help  
lead your group through a progression  
of engagement with the Bible passage(s) 
and the speaker’s message. They can help 
you understand and apply the teaching.
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4. Who are common “enemies” in the world today (i.e. groups that tend 
to dehumanize one another)? How do you think this passage could 
impact relationships between enemies? 

5. On a scale of 1-10, how would you rate the church generally (and our 
church specifically) when it comes to following Paul’s instructions 
in this passage regarding adversaries? What do you think it would 
take/look like for the church to improve their score? 

Look In: These are questions that help you consider how to engage the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Where in your life is your love sincere? Where in your life could 
your love use some work? 

2. What do you think it looks like in your life to be faithful in hope, 
patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer? Which of these three 
areas are you best at? Which do you struggle with most? 

3. What is your biggest struggle when it comes to “living at peace 
with everyone”? How has this passage/sermon challenged or 
encouraged you?

4. Who are your enemies? What are groups that you have a tendency 
to dehumanize or look down on? What might it look like to change 
your attitude/actions towards these people?

5. On a scale of 1-10, how would your rate yourself on how well you 
follow Paul’s instructions about adversaries and  enemies? What is 
one thing you could do to improve your score? 

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day 
to day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. What one instruction from this week’s passage is most difficult for 
you or most applicable to your current season of life? Spend this 
week asking God how you can incorporate this week’s lesson into 
your life in a very real way. 

2. This week, commit to praying for an enemy. It might be a 
particular person or a group. Examples might be a family member 
you don’t get along with, an ex-spouse or partner, a political party 
or leader you despise, or a world leader you can only see as evil.
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