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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
ROMANS 13 

Chapter 13 contains some hard truths about submitting to authority, our 
attitudes towards those who rule us (especially those we may not agree 
with), and the attitude we are to have towards all people. 

It counsels us to keep short accounts and meet our civic and financial 
obligations – good advice, but hardly the point. Paul focuses on one kind 
of debt that we owe to one another: mutual love. As Pastor Brad points 
out, that requires a certain childlike loving response within a childish and 
unloving culture. 

 
LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over for 
5-10 minutes.

1. What’s the funniest or most profound thing you have ever heard  
a child say? 

2. When you hear the word “submit”, what is your gut reaction? 
Why?

3. What is your favorite love song? Why?
4. Last time we met, we talked about [whatever you talked about]. 

Has anyone had a chance to put that lesson into practice? Has it 
had an impact on your life in any way? 

 
LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. Read Luke 18:15-17 and Matthew 18:1-5. How does Jesus describe 
the attitude and posture he wants his disciples to have in these 
verses? How would you sum up the message of these two 
passages in one or two sentences? 

2. What command does Paul give in Romans 13:1-5? What is his 
reasoning for this command? 

3. What does Paul instruct his readers to give in Romans 13:7? How 
would you sum up the message of this paragraph in yoru own 
words? 

4. What debt does Paul say we should never pay off? How is that 
debt related to love and God’s law?

5. What does Paul say we are to put on? Why are we to do this? How 
does Paul describe it? 
 

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible  
to today. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. In his sermon, Pastor Brad talked about the difference between 
being childish and child-like. How would you describe each? Which 
one is God calling us to and why? 

2. What are ways in our current cultural climate that people resist the 
governing authorities? What are ways that even law-abiding citizens 
display an attitude of resistance? 

3. Who or what in our culture deserve taxes, revenue, respect, and 
honor? Which do most people give well? Which are harder to give? 

4. Do you think love is easy or hard to find in our world today? Why? 
What might it look like for Christians today to love they way Romans 
13 describes? 
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5. Do you know someone who stands out in your mind as being 
“clothed with Christ”? What makes them this way? 

Look In: These are questions that help you consider how to engage the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. As you think about seeking to be child-like instead of childish, 
what is most challenging about this posture change? Where in 
your life do you struggle to have the heart, hope, and faith of  
a child? 

2. Are there any ways that you have been resisting the governing 
authorities (or having an attitude of resistance)? What might it 
look like for you to change this? 

3. Is there anyone in your life that you are not giving what is owed 
them (taxes, revenue, respect, or honor)? What might you need  
to start or stop doing to repay this dept? 

4. How well would you rate yourself on being loving to the world 
around you in the unconditional way Pastor Brad/this passage talk 
about? What do you find most challenging about loving this way? 

5. What word or phrase stands out most to you in Romans 13:11-14 
and why? What might God be trying to teach you through this 
passage? 

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day 
to day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. What’s one thing you can do this week to either better submit  
to the governing authorities or pay the debt of honor and respect 
that you owe? 

2. Do you find accepting and giving unconditional love difficult?  
This week, pray that God would enable you to better accept  
and share the gift of his grace. 

3. What’s one thing you can do this week to be better “clothed  
in Christ?”

CONTINUED:

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich, Bob Barkema, Kathy Calvert, Jamie Lilley,  
and the Adult Ministry Team for sermon notes and questions.


