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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:  
JOHN 8:12, PSALM 119:105, ISAIAH 11 

At times, life seems dominated by darkness, chaos, and brokenness. And 
we appear bound to walk in it. But Jesus says, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of 
life.” Following him, Paul claims that we’re all feeling our way toward God 
in darkness (Acts 17). This installment of the Illuminate series explores 
how we perceive and follow God’s light, revealed in Jesus, from the 
darkness.

 
LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get the group 
talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one and talk it over for 
5-10 minutes.

1. Share how God showed up for you this week- in family,  
work, school, or community life.

2. What evidence do you see that life- even during the Christmas 
season-is filled with chaos (relational, vocational, financial, 
emotional, physical)?

3. How will you keep Jesus’ words “I am the light” uppermost, 
throughout the holidays?

4. What unique opportunities do the holidays present,  
for extending the light of Jesus to others?

 
LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s) and 
observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes  
on three questions max.

1. What were the Jews speculating wildly about,  
at the Feast of Tabernacles? 

2. What did the four golden candelabras in the  
Court of Women represent?            

3. What unprecedented claim did Jesus make, that revealed  
his unique identity?

4. How did the apostle Paul describe the human condition  
before Jesus’ advent? (Acts 17)

5. What connection does the psalmist make between lamp/feet  
and light/path? (Psalm 119)

6. Who alone will usher in the “golden age” all humanity longs  
for and pursues? (Isaiah 11) 
 

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible  
to today. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. What questions or observations regarding Jesus are voiced  
in your culture?

2. How are people around you enslaved, needing deliverance  
and guidance?

3. Why does “I am the light of the world” sound brash  
to contemporary ears?

4. Why do many seek and yet not find God- who is actually  
not far from them?

5. How is the thinking of the ancient Greeks, and the subsequent 
Age of Enlightenment still with us?

6. How might your culture react to a leader as described in  
the Isaiah passage?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
These questions are designed to help  
lead your group through a progression  
of engagement with the Bible passage(s) 
and the speaker’s message. They can help 
you understand and apply the teaching.
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Look In: These are questions that help you consider how to engage the 
teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. What conclusion have you drawn regarding the identity of Jesus?
2. What blessed you, regarding the significance of the  

golden candelabras?
3. Does Jesus’ exclusive claim “I am the light” settle  

or unsettle you? Why?
4. What is pleasant about the period and boundaries  

God has set for you?
5. Where are elements of Enlightenment thinking  

still shaping your thinking?
6. What was attractive to you about the “golden age”,  

as described by Isaiah? 

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to day 
to day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. Articulate to God your expression of thanks for His presence  
and guidance.

2. Ask God to give you creativity in touching others with His light, 
this season. 

CONTINUED:

Thanks to Ashleigh Rich, Bob Barkema, Kathy Calvert, Jamie Lilley,  
and the Adult Ministry Team for sermon notes and questions.


