
BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:
Genesis 1:5,8,13,19,23,31,2:2; Mark 12:18-27; Ps 90:4,10; Ps 27:14; Rom
5:2-5; Pr 16:2
We all spend a considerable percentage of our lives waiting, whether for food,
meetings, or that “next thing.” Most of us chafe at the lag, struggling to be patient
and yearning for whatever it is we want next. While we experience waiting in a
linear fashion, God does not. Past, present, and future do not apply to him as
they do to us. So, when we wait upon the Lord, as the Scriptures advise, we trust
in One who is outside time and working for our good even when we can’t see his
handiwork and must await the result.
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Discussion Questions
These questions are designed
to help lead your group through
a progression of engagement
with the Bible passage(s) and
the speaker’s message. They can
help you understand and apply
the teaching.

LEAN IN: These are icebreakers and warm ups, mostly to get
the group talking and start the flow of  conversation. Choose one
and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. What is the best thing you ever had to wait for? What’s the worst?
2. Why do you think Disney was so successful for so long, getting

people to wait in HUGE lines for their attractions. Why do you think
they had to develop the Fast Pass system?

3. What’s one thing you absolutely would NOT wait for?
4. What’s one thing about the message that stood out to you — made

you laugh or pause and think for a minute?
5. How did you put a past week’s teaching into practice since our group

last met?

LOOK DOWN: These are questions about the Bible passage(s)
and observations about what’s been read. Spend about 15-20 minutes
on three questions max.

1. What is the rhythm we observe in the Genesis Creation story, and
what does it establish?

2. What trap are the Sadducees laying for Jesus in Mark 12, and how
does he address them? How does Jesus quote the way God
addresses Moses, and what do you notice about that?

3. Modern conception of time holds that it is relative rather than fixed.
How do you see this reflected in Pslam 90, if at all?

4. What advice does the psalmist offer in 24:14, and why do you think
it’s wise to heed it?

5. Paul uses the word “becuase” in Romans 5, arguing that there is a
reason for the character formation he describes. What follows
“because,” and how does it impact the Christian’s character?

LOOK OUT: These questions help connect the world of the Bible
to today. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions max.

1. Are people getting more patient or less so, and why?
2. What about instant gratification is good? What about it is bad?



How is it changing our character as a society, and how should we
be thinking about that?

3. Is there untapped virtue in learning to wait well, and why or why not?
What’s wrong with having every need or desire instantly met? How
could that be a bad thing? It works for infants? In fact, they need it.

4. Can you point to an instance in contemporary society or recent
history where waiting was positive, where it benefitted an individual
or a community? If so, what about the waiting was beneficial?

5. Where do you think we need more patience and why?

LOOK IN: These are questions that help you consider how to engage
the teaching personally. Spend about 15-20 minutes on three questions
max.

1. What do you find encouraging about the idea that God sits outside
of our experience of time? What discourages you about that idea?

2. How does your experience of God’s love in the Person of the
Holy Spirit help you be patient and remain hopeful while you wait?

3. How do you relate to the idea that waiting, patience, and character
formation are interrelated? How are they interwoven in
your experience?

4. What are a few things, or even one thing, that you wish
you could wait on God for?

5. What’s stopping you from waiting on God?

LIVE IT OUT: These action steps help apply this week’s message to
day to day life. Choose one prompts and talk it over for 5-10 minutes.

1. Remember to remain conscious of God’s work in the grand scheme
of things while you wait for him to address your needs and desires. It
may be helpful for you to think about stories like Abraham and Sarah.

2. Concentrate on faithfulness. You won’t be perfect. That’s okay.
Simply doing that next best thing is often the best way to move
forward while you wait. Ask yourself, “What’s the most beautiful thing
that God may want to do next?”


