Follow: Finding New Life on Ancient Paths
Week #7 “The Way of Sacrifice”
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Rest upon us Holy Spirit  Sweet and gentle counselor
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‘Cause what we've had is not enough
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Like a wind come move inus  Like a fire purify
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Like a dove descend on us
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¢ We started this year by engaging in a series of talks on practices or postures that lead us toward
genuine life in Christ. S ERMBAE—RIIFH, ERANIBERMEEEEREEATNERR

=
=
RERE,

e Ancient Paths that lead to new life in Christ. BEEBEFATHH EZEK,
» And when we talk about new life, we’re talking about things like: & Mk mET 4 EF, FM

o Joy E&

e Contentment %1 @
¢ Meaning &%

® Hope H# 2

e So, we've talked about: ATkl BHEERT :
e Listening {tEEE
* Beauty £BE
* Rest &
o Truth B8
¢ Interdependence HHE (&K 7F
e Resilience. #4%

¢ And now this week I’m going to dive into one that will require some counter-intuitive thinking on
your part in order to actually walk this pathway. &8 M RA S REMEMBE, MEE—LFER
RRMERE, TREEE LESFER,

® Because even when | say it, | have a feeling there’s going to be some resistance that rises up
inside of you. R ABIFEHKEER, E—ERE, (RMWALGHE—LHEN,

e |t’s not a word most of us lean into. EFRZHE MR ZEHANFTEMN—E.
¢ And there’s a reason. E 2 HEREM,
* The reason we don’t like this word, is that we think that this word will undermine our happiness.
EMTFEBEEAMERR, EMRsEERAERERMMER,
¢ And in our culture, we take our personal happiness very seriously. £ B89 IE#E, i
FEEEREAMELR,
* See today we are talking about: A4 KEFHAZ:

The Way of Sacrifice 454t 2 &
¢ And there probably isn’t a more contradictory concept to our understanding of how we become

happier, than the idea of personal sacrifice. TE B RN ESFEREMRAMS, AJEE2F L
BEANEHNBEEFENT,

* So before we get too deep into the idea of Sacrifice, let’s first talk about the idea of happiness.

AL, ERARARFREOBZA, BRALARERHBRE.

¢ Here’s a question | want you to ponder for a moment. ;& 2 —{ERI:E, HEEEZEMEBE—T,



What is Happiness? +E2%1E ?

e Think about that for a moment. FE{REE—T,

e What. is. happiness? {1 - @ - £1&7?

e Interesting question, isn’t it? FRIFEE, F205?

* Given enough time we’d all agree on certain conclusions. R & BRI, HMHBEREEL
"Id:l:gﬁo

* Happiness is not an object. E{EFE—EH %,

* Happiness is not a place. E@AE—EihA,

¢ Happiness is not monetary in nature. E@AE L2 &8,
e Happiness is a not person. EEFE—EA,

* Now, we chase those things, trying to DISCOVER happiness. 314, Hf B XA LRFA, HEHKE
EZ
¢ We sometimes substitute those things FOR happiness. R EMARXERTAREERE,

¢ But we’re all smart enough to realize that those things are not the definition of
happiness. {BZ, HMAEAMBHIELRATEEERBNEE.

* | recently had someone ask me if | was happy. &iEH ABE 2B R,

e | said, “I think so.” ¥, “Br.”

e That hung with me for a while: “| think so?” BT — &5 : “FE2/MIE 2~

e If I'm happy, shouldn’t | know it? IR HFELE, HFFEZIENE ?
e In fact, if you’re happy, and you know it, shouldn’t you clap your hands? EE t, N R {RiR%,
REFMER, IRTEZBFIE?

* See, Happiness is hard to pin down. &, R 2R#ETH.

* Happiness is elusive. 2 EHKEREMN,
* Happiness has do with how we FEEEEEEL. E{EE MR EFE.

* And happiness is somethingwe pursue. 22X MERNERA,
e We chase it. HMEZEE.,

e There isn’t one person in this room who doesn’t, deep down, desire to be...HAPPY. ;& {& & [
HE2A—EAERNDREETRHE.. RE,

e So, what is happiness? FTLL, HEER IR ?

e Well it's more than just laughter, right? T{E{EZE K%, HIE?
e And it’s more than just a moment. EREEE—EHK %,

* |’'ve known plenty of people who laugh, that aren’t happy. ZfER L A%E, BEFRR
2,



e Happiness is a state, of being. =8 & —f&1KRE,

¢ It’s a condition that defines us, for an extended period of time. EHEHEER R, GEE &
EMey—E1ER,

e And what is that condition? B2 EEEHZE ?

e If you were to boil it all down to its most basic meaning, Happiness is this: M1 R{RIGE Rt ARE

AHEER, FEUR:

¢ Happiness is when we experience more frequent positive emotions, such as joy, peace, or
confidence, and less frequent negative emotions, such as sadness, anxiety, or anger. =1&
kMR FHAEMEDFRE LwbD, T HEFBBE URBELDEBIERE, thin
e EEHELER.

¢ |t doesn’t mean that a person who is truly happy is never sad, or anxious, or angry. EFEKZE—EA

BEREMEZBES HELERE HEBLR

¢ |t simply means that in general terms, they are in a season where their experiences with those
emotions are less frequent than their experiences with positive emotions. SE{2EE Kk ZE, —iR1E

RTE, P EETRBENEREZNEBEBIERE,
e Joy. Peace. Laughter. %%, T &, B,
e That’s happiness. & %148,
e And it’s what we all want. S 2K MHEE,

¢ So here’s another question I’ll ask you, and maybe I’'m meddling just a bit, but | care about you, so
I'm going to ask it: FALLERA SR —ERERMERE hFEKEHLERSE, BR2EMOMR, AALE
el

Are YOU Happy? {RiREEDE 2

* Are you happy? {RIREEIE

¢ Are your experiences of joy and peace and laughter and other positive emotions, greater than,
your experiences of anger, anxiety, or sadness? {RERERIIE S, FRMEAEELEBHMFERZE KRR
fREGEEMA R . EEHELEFZE?
¢ Are you happy? {RIREEME 2

* And let’s say that most of us in the room answer that like | did a few weeks back: “I think so.” {&&%

SEXRZHABGEAERBAEHAMEZTHIRE  HEER.”

* That answer would indicate that we could probably use a boost so that we might be able to
answer it a bit more clearly, right? R ERABZMETLERA —HEZERMEZEEFEHD
L Eg?

RE o

ol

e | mean, let’s be honest. ZHEZEE



e |f | say, “| think so” there’s a high likelihood that | must be teetering someplace in the
middle? MMRHR, “KBAZR”. BERBRERELFEEELLTZERETE.

¢ Or I’'m actually sad and just too prideful or religious to admit I'm not happy. Right? & # &
FRLR#E REARBHIABFBRRRUERBEEERTBRTRE, HF?

¢ So let’s say that we could all be a bit happier. Let’s assume we all need to move up a couple of
ticks on the happiness graph and have a few more experiences with positive emotions. BT LLER

B MA U E R L BB MESZEMNZIE LR EBEREZE, 8 LB EEZNEER,
* Would anyone else like to join me be a bit happier? Hith AFEE N —iCRE—BLIE 2
e Let’s get on with The pursuit of happiness. Zf—i#2BRKELE,

¢ Which brings up another question that | want you to consider. EFHKR BN —EFHFLIREEN
=R,

e Given what we’ve just said about happiness being a state of being, and a particular kind of state
of being, think about this: [l F ;R ERME—FEIKRE, —BREKMWKE, EE—T:

How do we increase our happiness? FE{fi/EiEF REE R 2

* Do we need more objects? HMEEE LRI ?

e A better place to be? EiFHIH#h 5 ?

o A different job? 2 —1{&E T4 ?

e More money? BEH?

* Some physical experience? — Lt B BEHR 2
 Something romantic? — Ex#&t{E 2
* Something sexual? —FEMEER% ?
» Something chemical? —i&{L 2 X FE?

¢ We already said that those things aren’t happiness, but, could we formulate the right concoction of
these things, could we get the right mixture of these things, put them in the right order, in the
right amounts and THEN be bit more happy? HME&KLRBELERZHRE, B, HMATTRALL
ﬁ%&géﬁ%mﬁ E-LRASEMEE & REEENIESF, EHEMEE ARNEELR
gL ?

e sn’t it interesting that when | say it like that, we all see those things for what they are. HilRf]Z2

 BHERRH4E HMUMEEIIBES KRR,
e Fleeting. Fading. Fantasy. B2 %, #k#HE, —EL18,
¢ But for some reason, conscious or unconscious, when we want to be ‘happier’ that’s where we (at
least those of us who aren’t perfect) tend to go. BER A HEEEBMNREZEEHMNWRE, EHME
ZERE, BMAMSARELIRE(EDEEMERBTTEMIAN) .

* We know it doesn’t sound right. F{f1%01& ;2 1F T,
e But it’s just what we do. {B5E1518 2 FH MM,



¢ And almost NO ONE when they think about increasing happiness thinks, ‘I know what | need! |
need!r;o SACRIFICE” ER#F R EAESHERETREMNKEEE, “HABRFTEHE ! ZFE
iR, ”

¢ And yet it’s central to the way of Jesus. E1&18 2 HBER 2 BAIZID

e Listen to these words of Paul on the anchoring principle of Christianity. ZE MK E— T R#EHEE ----
ERFEREBEMMRERZ P,

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 F# £ % £ 5:14-15

For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all,
therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for
themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.

FREBHZHMEAN, REMNE—ABRBERATE, RAFMIET 15  FEHMBERAIE, BUWIPLE
EHAN, ABRECSE HAIEMMEMmEEFNESE,

¢ He’s talking about how the love and sacrifice of Jesus become the new operational principles for our

lives. fth7E =R B2 ERER B B4R M AN A A M AR TR £ TRV A TR 8RR,

¢ And then, think about two of the key symbols of Christian life? A%, B—HEEBEFEFNEEIZE:
e Think about Baptism #8—#8%i&
e Think about the Cross 8 —#8+=¢2%2

* They are point to the idea of sacrifice. EfCRIIZEH.
* And they aren’t simply symbols. B 2 & EriZEE,
e They are the defining reality of how we actually LIVE OUT this life in Jesus. Ef R EHZHMMAEE
R H AR EREE,
* They are as much pattern as they are symbol. EfELH R 24E5E, FaIRZHH,

e So let’s talk about them for a moment. FFLLEEFEAFIZRK— T 1M,

* Now. Admittedly. Baptism is a fairly unusual practice. IR7E, AILIRBHME, KT 2R E RAVIEME,

e | love water — in a just about any form - lakes, pools, rivers, ocean. T E# K — FAFRXBIK-- 8
, IKYE, AR, B

e I’'m a water person. F2ZE KM A,
e But there are two things | hate. B 2 &K B HE,

* First, | hate being splashed. &%, HstRERHKEEI,
* No one likes being splashed. &8 NEEHBKEET,
* So, you splashers remember that next time you go to splash someone. FrLL, 4R
MZRAKBARBTT —REBKER A,
* No one likes that. ;& ANEEIE,
e So stop it. FTLLZZRIFE# T B,
* Because if you keep it up, people will also not like you. & Z&INRIRHEESHEM, IAE



T RRIR o

e The second thing | hate, and yes, | am fully aware that this stems from a pool party in
Jr. high where a young lady named Erin failed to fully comprehend the human need
for oxygen, held me underwater so long that | literally began to pray to God for
help...the second thing | hate is being dunked. FETRAIE —HE, B8, HIRREEE
AP E £A—ERKEEHN—EARSE TR -—EAUIHHNZEREATEE T AYH
ﬁEnE’JmE BERZEKERRER UERETEFBRAGES, TRER.. KHRK

HE _HEREHEEKT,

. And, by the way, | don’t think I’'m alone in that. |B{E:R—T, HREE LR EME—ERE

B,

 Which brings us back to the oddity of baptism. EH{EE L= HIZE,

¢ Why in the world would a person get in front of a group of hundreds of people and allow
themselves to be dunked in a tank of water? A EEEHRA LEEAE LB ATIIERIIA
B =T —EIKE,

¢ Which, by the way, we are doing baptisms on Easter Sunday this year, so if your interested in
being baptized that day, you can sign up at the info center or online. {2 — T, HMS FEEETH
ik, MBMBAEBRXZE, MALEFERPLHEEH LIRS,

. BUT If you 've ever wondered what this is all about, you’re not alone. B2, IR AEERB AT EE

* A lot of people wonder what Baptism is all about. 18 % A8 40E ki A H E 250,
e There’s this event, or story, referred to as THE EXODUS. EEFE#, B RKE, ERBICHEREE),

* The Book of Genesis, the first book in our Bible, ends with the story of Jacob going down to Egypt
with his family. (BIHHH2), (BE)EME—AE, EHEBE TRENBHNS R TIER,
¢ This small clan is the beginning of the nation of Israel. ERE/NNMNAIRKEHERALUGRSIEEER,

e But, when we turn to the first chapter of Exodus, the second book of the Bible, it tells how the 70
members of Jacob’s clan evolved into a Iarge people who are then cruelly enslaved by the kings

of Egypt. {BZ, EXMMI(HRREINE—F, (EE)EMNE_XRE, MEFAINTHIERTOA
Tiﬁ& EREBEN—AXE, EREMMXRERAEZRDEE AN,

® S0, here they are as a people, oppressed for several centuries, until Moses, who grows up in the
home of Pharoah, even has an Egyptian name, rises up to rescue them. FFLL, A —E Kk,
?&JE;LT%%{EH’E%E BEERMIIR hELENREER BEEEE—ERRET, 2UKERIK

¢ In Exodus chapter 12, Moses begins to lead them to freedom in the name of God. TE(H IR R EENNE
+_F EffTRELMAERMEERBH,

» There’s a series of plagues. AZAF—RFIMK,

* There’s an event called passover. & — &4 M &k & ,

¢ And then, there’s this moment where the people of Egypt demand that the Israelites depart their land
- so they free them. Z|#&R, RNRERAZRUEBS| AWM SRR, -- hEl 2, MR T U
BIIAN, BTHMER.

e Shortly after this, they change their mind, and they begin to pursue them. ZEEURTA, B R AE
TEE, I EEURTIA,

* So catch the imagery here. 8482 EEME,
e They are enslaved. #h{M#i8 5% & &k,



* They want to escape. {728 2kAR,

¢ And about the moment they are free, the tables turn and they are desperate. FL7E 1M

ESBEHMNEZ, XRET, 11*31!’153?"%*”@
* Does this sound familiar in any way? ;S E2KEFEEHE?

* Then, in Exodus 14, they find themselves pinned between the Red Sea and Pharaoh’s army. &

® AE(HREEINETNE, MMAFREMMARRE TIBMEZNERZRE,

¢ If you’ve seen the Disney movie prince of Egypt, or if you grew up in church, then you know what
happens next. MRMEBETEMEFZ(RREF) B MREHGEX, MRANETEEREME
T,

* The sea is parted, the people pass through, and when the Egyptlans pursue the sea closes in on
them and they all perish. ER BT, UBIIANKEBEFEE BRERRANERE, BEMMLES
T, HEEMBRET

e Are you with me so far? {RIf:ZERSLHEE?

* This crossing, later, is referred to as ‘the baptism of Moses’ B F:@ALE, %K, Highs ERNLE

[e]

* The water symbolized their passing from slavery to freedom. K& EE ML R R A B

H,

* The water symbolized their rescue from a life of bondage. 7K %17 th 914 4 & B R 5 o 4% A7
R,

e The water symbolized the death of the old and the birth in the new. KREEEMIEE, FHH
&,

¢ So we shouldn’t be surprised when we open the New Testament and we find John the Baptist
down by the Jordan River bringing people through the Jordan, symbolically reenacting the
Exodus. FTLl, EHAE(HH)HEBANSENETHARE BMFARILE 52
HIRERHEHE,
e Baptism is a picture of exodus. ke HERMIEE.
¢ He was ushering in this new age. #¥8EREMNFH—K,

* People were tired of the bondage of the Romans. A% T # K AR,
* They were tired of their slavery. {1525 T #X1% .

* So John was inviting people to return to God by returning to the imagery of the exodus. Fr A1 88 55
AF@EEE E 1R &k ELH B R R E A

¢ And the whole picture of entering into this new life was seen as passing or death to the old
life. EAFEETHEAEEREAELETHWAERHIET,
¢ A sacrifice. %%,

* No one - not even John the Baptist, saw what was about to happen next. ;2B A ——EEE%IH
HRERINETREEZENSIE,

* Fast forward to the crucifixion, our other symbol or pattern for living. R#EZI+F 2, ERHME

EHS—EGHSRER,



=50

* The crucifixion always meant humiliation. ]+ @ EERERE,
e The crucifixion always meant you lost everything. #¢]+FREREKREZIMEXET — U,

* The crucifixion always ended in death. £]+FZEE LR T EK,
e Until Jesus. EZIHRER,
e For the first time, the crucifixion didn’t end in death. E£—X, $§T+FZLEZHLURTEL,

e For the first time, the crucifixion ended in a resurrection. £—X, §T+FZELEFEL,
o A new life. FTRI&E AR,
o A different life. FARIFILESS,

e Jesus was buried. (act out the lowering of someone in baptism) And then he was raised (act out
the raising of someone in baptism) ERER#KIEZET ., (HEMEE D E NI T) AR MEE
(HETRBPEAEHER),

¢ And suddenly this symbol that people had been participating in for generations took on an
entirely new meaning. ZEAM, EEMHAKEENERETEHINEE.

¢ So then, after this, we read, In the book of Acts that on a road leaving Jerusalem, there’s an African
asking questions about Jesus, hearing the significance of Isaiah's words explained in a language he
can understand. FBEE, FEiE 2%, HMER, EEETED, EHAMREBUSMER L, H—EIEMA
FIFAMREREARI R RE, BRI At RN E S MELERMENESR

¢ |t makes so much sense to the eunuch that as he and Philip pass a body of water, the
eunuch asks if he can be baptized. EIMEAKEMIEF EEE —EKEF, KEREBAMA
At 2 & AT LA,

Acts 8:36-38

And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See,
here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to
stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him.

{# #E 17 1% 8:36-38

B ANEFHEIE, BITHKMHAE, XER - BFWM, ERFK, BT EEEEY B
B2 (FaBsaELEF:

J7THEFR - MERZ—DOMEE AL . MEEZER - BEMHRKEEEHME F.)
3B = ﬂﬁﬂﬁi_ﬁE BERIFMMAKE - AR TKEZX, HiIEiFIJﬁ')E%“fmﬁ’fE/on

* And what is he saying? fthERHEE ?

¢ | want to experience the exodus, | want to encounter the freedom, That comes when | die, and and
am raised to a new kind of life. FHEKLEHIZERE, HEEZEH, AEEXRERIMNER, A
BETIN—EHNESF,

¢ He wants to enter into Jesus’ death and resurrection. {thZ8# A BRERRIFEFNIE T .

* He’s choosing the sacrificial life. fh32iE T4RMRIEE,

¢ And his baptism is a symbolic statement of his entering into that life. fthBI2%ETE 2t A BRFEE T
HIREIE R,



¢ Did you catch that? {REAE TIE?

¢ When a person decides to follow Jesus, they don’t get a cross to wear. & —{& AR T IRFE R ER
TR EGE— R+ FRER,

* They don’t get a bumper sticker for their car. & 25 ERIEEIEHE
* They don’t get a membership card. SEZEEEE K,
e There isn’t a contract that you sign, or secret handshake and now you're in. 2 H{REESE
EWAR, A2 —EREEF REMAMAT,
e There’s no test to pass. ;28 E@EAAIE,
* None of that stuff. ZHILET,

¢ When a person decides to be a follower of Jesus, they take their physical body and they engage
in a symbolic act that says, “See this person, do you see me? & —1{& AR E K ABREREIBFES
B, M PETEERBENIT /&R, BBIEBEA REINHTHE?

* This person has died. It is no longer | who live.” EEABRET ., FENTER2H.”
e There’s a death. BIEL,

¢ Following Jesus means you die. IRFEERERE R Z(RIET

* There’s no other way to understand it. ;2 H H AKX AT LUIEEE,

¢ | believe this is fundamentally the most misunderstood aspect of what it means to be a follower
of Jesus. HBEEEA LBH M AMAMBREEREZRBAE,

¢ Because THIS, this kind of thinking is exactly the opposite, it is diametrically
opposed, to the way our culture thinks and operates. & %38, &7 B # H 3¢t
MEHIEEARATEHER, BAER.

¢ |t is completely the opposite of the way we are wired to think. Which explains why so few
people actually experience the spirituality of Jesus. ESEBEMUBMHAXTLER, EF
RETATERVEANELEREINRMKNEN",

* And yet it was Jesus who said, #ATHRERER,

Matthew 16:25

For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.

B X1 §16:25

B L, NERBECEM (L HEER, TRAIMW, LRELEG, LARRELES
W, B EF 4,

¢ So, what does it mean to lose you life? FEE, kEEMEKREMHE ?

* It means every piece of who we define ourselves to be...Dies. EEMEEMEEMNECHE—HH



¢ And then is raised to new life. 5’*1&?%5']%)?.*._
¢ [t means our AMBITION Dies. EEMEHK MO TEEBET,

e For money, fame and power - it dies. & T &#. ZB2MNEHN——ERET.

¢ My ambition for things that make “Brad” great .all die on the cross. F#t:iE
“hE"SEEXKMEEA. ... MEET+FEL

¢ And now | strive for things that will make Jesus famous. IR7E$ %% HfaaeiZER
R BHIETE,

e [t means our GOALS die. EEKEHKMWEERET,

* Maybe your goal is to get that promotion, to retire comfortably, or to leave a legacy of

wealth. thEFfREIERRFH. FERARBET—EME.

e Maybe you said, “Next year we’re going to go here, or go there.” thEF{R:R
CBAFEHERMEEEE HBEIRE.”

e But now it’s to serve strategically, live sacrificially, and leave a legacy of loving

Jesus. BIRAER A RHARTE, BHih4EE HE TEMMIFAMOMRE,

e Maybe instead of asking “what can we gain in the next 18 months”, it becomes
“what can we give.” Goals die. And are resurrected. R 2R“HMEE TR
8 18 & AERESFEIHE", MEBM “HMaETHAE". BERT. RREAET

To

e Losing our life for the sake of Christ means we now live lives of SACRIFICE. & T EEBm&E4d
EREZRMREEERZHHETE,

e As people living in 2023 we have a huge range of different “purposes,” right?! F &4 ;E# 20234
BIAM, ZEMERSFRMNER" HIE? !

* To be a good husband, to be a good friend, to go to college, get a degree, get a job and
make money, to have a family and raise children. ffi—{EFX Xk, #—EiFfAk, LKE,
EB4, THERE IREF.

* None of those are inherently bad... EL AR hEF2EE......

¢ But when we look to Jesus’ life we see that there’s something larger, more profound, and far
more defining than any of these. B R EHMEBRIREREFER, KMERFFLELRBERK.
HRZ. EERTEMUMEE,

e Jesus’ life led to the cross. ERERRIEMEERIT +F2E,
¢ He sacrificed. ik Lt TEHC.,

* Not for his own elevation or status, but as the ultimate sacrifice...the ultimate servant.

FRATHECHREF S, MEEAKBBBME. ... KRIKEA,

¢ And that becomes our overarching purpose. ERAH MU EREEES.



¢ For most of our culture, our MEANING is derived from the idea that “l want my life to last beyond
myself.” HRBEMHMRKLSH XL, EMANERRERFLINEMBUER E—ER,
* | have to leave a legacy for my life to matter. BB T — B SBRN—E£ES.

¢ But dying to myself means I’m freed from that...| don’t have to worry about doing enough
to matter or to be remembered. B2 E HEEERZERLPHERT ... . BEF LB OHE
FHEFIBARZE.

e Losing our life for the sake of Christ means our understanding of WISDOM dies. AE B Mk E4%
mERERMEESEMEREET.,

¢ In 1Corinthians Paul says that to the world, the cross is foolishness. £ M ZHIERFE:R, FEHA
Bk +FERERK,

¢ |[t’s not just something people don’t understand, it’s something people look at and
mock...and ridicule. EFEERAMTEZNSEE ERAMFEHX - HBIFRBN
=15,

¢ Which means the life of sacrifice will not make sense to the world. EEKRZERI R AL HERA
GIEES: 73

e We can talk about where we get advice, how we make decisions, the way we approach others -
all of it shifts. FHAMe] LA GRUEMERGEE. MAMMHRE . B AITRENAR ——FTFE
LeMEZLELE,

e All of those things that we lean on for ultimate direction and meaning, they are changed. FT &8 L
MR BENREARNERORTA, MBLETEIL,
¢ By the way, this isn’t easy. |[BE R —4F], EXAREH.

e There’s a reason it’s referred to as a death. EHE AT T2 8RR,

* When you serve instead of being served. E{RIREM T 2 HRER,
* When you give instead of receiving. E{RIEFMF=HEZ,

* When you squash your selfish desires. & {REE{E B C BOFARREF,

e When you quit making it about you. E{RAHBE2E8A T IR IMEER,

e It. Isn’t. Easy. It feels like a death. EFEE, EXBMRTLZE,
¢ But the good news? 47 BIE ?
¢ On the other side, there is a resurrection. B —E8, 2F 4%,
e Paul, writing to the church at Rome, said this: R#, TERHREEHZMNERE D, EXKR:

Romans 6:3-4

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.
#E£6:34

BSEFTHMEMEZTEGBAEEBEMA BEZXEBAMMBIEE,



AFTULEMEEARBAE . Mt —RAEZRIUEM-—2-FHEHFENEX &
EEHEEXNRE BRXREESE — %K.

¢ Did you catch that last part? {JEEREZE—ATE?
e That we TOO. HFH{fjtharkl,
e That, we, in the SAME way that Jesus was raised. {1, UEIREREFHRM AR,
« That WE might walk in NEWNESS OF LIFE. B{M&E7E57 4 rtE =,
e Does it mean things are easy, no. sEREAEIERS TIE? &2H,
* You still have to figure some things out. But we're different. {FE R EHCREME.ER
EMRATRET,

¢ We’ve been liberated from all of the things that could hold us back, or hold us down. God has
promised that he would do a new thing—and this is how he’s doing it. See, FAMEKE#EFFH FIAEHE
FHMEPAERH MM B hERE R, BEFEEH—HHE - R ERMM. F,

Sacrifice isn’t the end your life. 444 1 2 {REI N £ 4E,
Sacrifice is the beginning of new life. 4544 & — B £ e IBLA,

¢ When you decide to sacrifice your time, your energy, your money, your life...when you give it
away, THAT is when you are surprised by joy, and hope, and meaning and purpose. &{RiRE &4
fREDEFFE . fREDFE A . RO 8. RAAES..... EMMMEER, BUEEMHEER. FL. EEMEAW
REE TR R

¢ |n other words, a life that is being shaped by sacrifice, is a life that characterized by the very

things our hearts are longing for. #1557, —FEHBHEEMAE E—BUEMALEEN
EMAFENEE,

¢ When Israel got on the other other side of the red sea...When Jesus walked out of the empty
tomb...It was the beginning of a new life. ELUBIIAZZEILBNS—EF..... BERAELZTIE
2. B LSRRG,

* No one in Israel stood on the other side and said, “It’s all over.” No one saw the
resurrected Jesus and said, “This is the end.” LI FI;ZH ANLER—IBHR, “—UIEER
T, BRAANBIERZMERGRR  “EMEER.”

e They all knew. #h{fI&R%NE .

e This. is. just. the. Beginning. i& - R 2 - Bk,

e llustration: The JoyDave and Shiela, Shannon 24| REpEH, FRANEME
® As our recent mission team returned from our trip to Cambodia and Nepal, | was struck
with something beautiful as it relates to this conversation of sacrifice. T3 &E 1= £ E
REREENE AR ZITREIR, HMRIE— RELIRH BRI ¥ 5 P R M ETFRTER.

e Qur friends in these places are living without many of comforts and controls that would



integrate into our lives to generate further happiness. HERLEM A REEEZES
DEENERE MEKNBERRAMNEZTANEETZHNER,

* They live in some tough places and in some rough conditions. #h{f4 ;& —LERE M
M—LELHEEGT,

e Like, as much as | like a good dirt road, pavement is pretty convenient. 210, {&&
BEH—REENLIRER BEATEERRAEMN,
 Dependable electricity? Turns out, | like that. H{RFEMEH? EEEH, &
E#E,
* Along with recognizable food, and predictable water sources. & &) ] i 5l #

BRI TERIB KR,

e | couldn’t help be faced with the reality that these friends of ours live in places that
have required specific, and intentional sacrifices. BRI ETEEHE—ARE,
ANEMELAREEFAERTEREN. ARHNBEHMT,

* And yet there is a joy in them, a true happiness that is tangibly present. #AT, 1M
RIDE—BRE —BEEFEMEESERE,

* And it was crystal clear for me to see the why. ME BB EREHMER THRE,

=
I=

e And it was the best reminder | could have received. ;&2 HBEUSEI R IFRIIZEE,

e But | was also reminded of this. 1B th #iZE2ZI5E — B,

* You don’t have to live in the developing world to live a life of sacrifice. iR L EFEZR PR Y
ReiB BRI AETE,
e That, it turns out, can be lived, right, here. EE:EBH, AILIEEEB AT,

* Which really leaves with some question: sEEMBE T T —LERARE:

¢ In what areas of my life am | courageously moving toward increased personal sacrifice for the sake
of Christ? HALEFNWHE A EEHMAREMNGERME TEZHEANEK
* Am | growing in sacrifice, or am | resisting it? A EBHIRE, EREREE?
* And where are the places where | could lean in, and let go of more? I AILIEEE(HEM A
 BFEES?

¢ And one more, and | know this might be over simplifying things a bit, but, are you happy?
EBE—E BRMESFTRAMANREILET, R, REALE?

e Will you stand? FEARFKELILIFIE ?
Benediction #iiE

¢ May you be men and women who willingly and lovingly lean into personal sacrifice. &35 52 % ik X 4

B FEF 3 im B0 Al B NS BIA

¢ And may you discover that there is meaning, and hope, and joy when you lose your life for the sake

of Jesus. ER A MREARIGIM K EEan b, FERBHEER. FEMRLE,



