Seeing Jesus: Week One
Seeing Jesus Through Luke’s Lens
April 16, 2023
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The gospel of Luke. One of four gospels that were included in the holy canon. The
series ahead of us is going to be exegetical - meaning, we’ll start with a piece of the
text from Luke’s gospel and we’ll pull it apart to see what we can discover about who
Jesus is. The Bible and the gospel of Luke will be the lens through which we see the
person of Jesus Christ and | believe we’re going to fall all the more in love with Him for
having seen Him up close. However, let’s talk about the lens.
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| wear reading glasses for everything. My vision started going in my late thirties and
has gotten steadily and dramatically worse. My glasses don’t HELP me see, they
enable to me see. If | go into a restaurant without my glasses, my husband has to read
the menu to me. It’s not that the menu doesn’t exist because | can’t read it. It’s not that
the writing is unclear or out of focus. It’s that | have to have the lens. The lens is the
portal through which | see the reality of the menu and all the food available to me. (I
can also smell the food and guess what it is. | can see the food coming out on trays
and imagine what is in it. | can hear people describe the food. But the menu is the
most definitive way for me to know what’s available and | can’t see the menu without
the lens.)



FATEH AT - FRAVEIIAEIR 30 ZpRiBata M - 30 H—EA e HSBlEt - &
IR S A SR BN IE DY - 12 EMREEIE R - WRBA IR A B - FRE
SEHGEREE - NERHEAFE  MERNARERFEEE - B A ER SN EES0LE
L - MR PHEARE - IREE TP - SR TR DIE RS EMANIFTA 7]
BRI RY) - (FE A LIEEIEYRIRBEIE L E R - AR AR
ARG AT FHEE - Bl ESE ATl &) o (S E mAERY J7 AR RE A 1] LURS
(17 - BR)GA RSB AR R - )

That’s the Bible. And that’s particularly the gospels and in our specific case, that’s
Luke. For the next eight weeks, Luke is the lens through which we see the reality of the
way of Jesus. We have the Holy Spirit, so we’ can feel and hear Jesus. We have oral
tradition - the stories handed down to us by faithful people. But the Bible is our
primary lens. It preaches Jesus to us. We don’t worship the Bible, but we do honor it
and desperately need it to hear and understand the purpose of God and the way of
Jesus.
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So, it’s important, then, that we trust the lens. And it can be hard. Because the Bible
is complex and the way we got it is complicated. We believe the Bible, like Jesus, is
both human and divine. It is divinely inspired by the spirit of God and written by the
hands of living, breathing, fallen, working, trying hard humans. It’s written by humans
who have names and nationalities, who live in a particular social context, writing to a
particular culture on a very intentional and specific point on the timeline of human
history. We don’t need to take any of those elements out, we just need to understand
that they exist and they matter.
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The Bible is also a text that has been handled a lot. The bible you hold in your hands
has been through hundreds of years of copying and re-copying and evaluating and
testing and translating. I’ve talked to lots of people who feel the Bible is just a giant
game of telephone - a game that went on for centuries, and by this point, it’s been
through so much manipulation that what we read now can not possibly bear any
resemblance to what Luke or Paul or Matthew actually wanted us to read when they
wrote it.
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This argument always annoys me because many good men and women sacrificed
their very lives to translate these sacred pages and though there are certainly
variances within the text, there is abundant proof that the words we read are reliable
and true. That’s not to suggest that the Bible is a simple or easy read - plenty within
the Bible still lives shrouded in mystery for me and I’'ve been studying it my whole
adult life - but there is so much that is life changing to discover.
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| know lots of people have doubts about the authenticity of the words inside this book,
and | get it. Totally normal. Some people let those doubts push them away from the
table altogether while other people shush all their doubts and just say, “I have faith that
somehow the angels transmitted all these pages from 1st century Jerusalem to 21st
century Beaverton without making any mistakes. I’d love for us not to be either of
those kinds of people. Don’t push away because it’'s complex and seems like it’s lived
a long, hard life. And don’t waste your faith on believing that this is a reliable
representation of what the authors wrote. Use your faith for other things like a better
showing for the Blazers in ’24. Let’s look at the reliability issue.
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We don’t have any of the original writings - those are called the autographs. Luke sat
down and wrote a painstaking account of the life of Jesus on parchment or papyrus.
He delivered it faithfully into the hands of Theophilus. The words he wrote were so
compelling that everyone wanted to read them. That’s what happened with the other
gospels and the letters of Paul and all of the New Testament. None of the originals
exist, but lots of copies exist. HTZERIBVERS, BB AFERE. ML TREFER
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At the beginning of the book of Acts, the church numbered about 200 people. At the
end of acts, it numbers in the thousands and is growing like wildfire. FE{{EHE1TE)
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So scribes get to work, copying the letters they have, fast and furiously. It’s a



painstaking process, and one they take very seriously. FRUAfAHIR T, fEfth
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There are large groups of Christians in the urban centers of Asia Minor and also big
groups of copyists who work on copying Scripture into manuscripts. As the church is
persecuted, they scatter into other cities, taking their copies of the Scripture with them.
And if the scribes have made any mistakes or variances on the original text from which
they are copying, the people take those mistakes with them. And mistakes are easy to
make. One scribe writes Jesus Christ and the other writes Christ Jesus. Punctuation
gets adjusted. Another thing is that the early church uses scripture in community. They
read it aloud they pray it. They use parts of it as a lectionary or a group reading.
Sometimes things would get added - like the last line to the Lord’s prayer sometimes
included in Matthew “for thine is the kingdom...” when that line wasn’t actually in the
original. These variances are 99% innocuous; they impact no real issues of our faith or
doctrine. Here’s how variances work.
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On the faraway Island of Sala-ma-Sond, 7£:&;=/)Sala-ma-Sond/MNS E,
Yertle the Turtle was king of the pond. £ W Yertlef 5E 2 MIEMKE,

A nice little pond. It was clean. It was neat. ;E2—E/NthiE, ©EREEZE, FiZ.
The water was warm. There was plenty to eat. /K Z;REH, BMHES,
The turtles had everything turtles might need. EEHEATCEEM—Y],

And they were all happy. Quite happy indeed. ft{fi3EF R4 BB RS,

If I had 100 people in this room copy this paragraph, we’d have more variances than
words. But if we only look at what agrees, can we discover without a doubt what the
original author intended? If one copy said Yertle was an aardvark and one said he was
an antelope and 98 said he was a turtle - could we assume without a doubt that we
know what the author intended Yertle to be? Of course. (NT manuscripts: 5800 Greek,
10,000 Latin and 9,000 in other languages - more than any other work of ancient
literature - lliad 300) 1R FHLME100E AN FEEXF, HMWERBBLEEXFH
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The original manuscripts were written in Greek and Hebrew, but centuries down the
road, people like William Tyndale decided that everyone should be able to read them in
their language. Tyndale worked tirelessly to translate the Bible into English, Martin
Luther worked on German translations and - have you heard the difference in a



sentence in English or a sentence in German? Or Greek? Or Hebrew? Translation is
not exact. There’s not one English word for every Greek word, so as the early
translators did their work, they were required to also do a fair amount of interpretation
as they went. (People who say: | want a church that ONLY uses the Bible and it’s not
filtered through the preacher’s interpretation - whenever you read a bible in English, it’s
already been through someone’s interpretation. William Tyndale was strangled and
burned at the stake as a heretic and a rebel for trying to get the Bible into the hands of
the masses, but his work lives on. Scholars estimate that the King James translation is
about 80% Tyndale. The Scriptures are sturdy. They’re reliable.) RE 2B %A B X FH
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That brings us back to our lens. Luke. 5EFHMEIZIHMARE, B0,

Luke was written by Luke - early church writings tell us he was a co-laborer and
companion of Paul, a physician from Syrian Antioch and the author of Acts as well.
Other sources tell us that he was not married, had no children and died at the age of
84. We pick up some clues to his character from the apostle Paul. ¥&infa® 2 INFT
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Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. 24 And so
do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers.
Philemon 1:23-24
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Luke the beloved physician greets you, as does Demas.
Col. 4:14
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Do your best to come to me quickly, for Demas, because he loved this world, has

deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and

Titus to Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me.

2Tim. 4:11
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Luke is not just present in the early church, he is faithful, trusted and loved. ERIIAEH
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From the prologue of Luke, we see that Luke was not an eyewitness to the ministry of
Jesus and his writing is more sophisticated which points to a highly educated man, at
home in Greco-Roman culture and philosophy and well-versed in the Septuagint; the
Greek version of the Hebrew Scriptures. Still, we don’t know his ethnicity with certainty
- what we do know for sure is that he is a steadfast Christ-follower. #£E&NAFE &,
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For a lot of reasons that relate to events Luke covers in his books and events he
doesn’t, the dating of the writing of this book is situated somewhere between 70 and
90 AD; about forty years after the resurrection and ascension of Jesus. (Well within the
range when eyewitnesses would still be alive and able to confirm or refute the truth of
an account) This book is a biography - it fits the mode of an ancient biography
especially, they were famous for having a heavy focus on the subject’s ideas, words,
deeds and the way that they died - especially if they died a heroic death. Luke spends
20% on the week Jesus died. HRRZ BN MMAZEPIRIFUZFIRIIVEH AR
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So there are some things we know and don’t know about the who, what where of our
lens, Luke, but one thing that isn’t left in doubt is the why. Luke states outright why
he’s writing to us: FTLABARBIREEMEEREM/ES, BN, F—LHMENEFRTE
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Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been
fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from the
first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. With this in mind, since |
myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, | too decided to
write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may
know the certainty of the things you have been taught. Luke 1:1-4
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Luke gives us a picture into his process. He says that he’s investigated these stories
personally and carefully. Luke was a disciple of Paul, and travelled with him on
missionary journeys. | love the thought of Luke sitting down with John in Ephesus or
James in Jerusalem and asking them to tell their stories. Church tradition tells us that
Paul and Peter taught together in Rome - maybe Luke and Peter had a long
conversation about how it felt to be loved by Jesus after denying him. Luke gathered
these stories and cared for them so that they would be a lens through which
Theophilus could see the real, true Jesus. So that he could know with certainty the
things he has been taught. EINRIFEFETR T fABFE, thERthEH BFHAAETEL K
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We don’t know who Theophilus is or why Luke cares enough to create this masterpiece
for him. I’'m glad we don’t know who he is, because what | love to believe is: He’s you.
He’s me. He’s everyone who wants to understand the ways of a now- invisible God
with certainty. AR ELEIRIIEE B, th A EE RN AR a0t EE O & fth BI4E & BREE1E
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| was thinking about that word “certainty”. What are the things | know with certainty?
There are so few now. Now, it seems our world is filled with reasons to question the
veracity of EVERYTHING. EERB“HEE"EEFHA. BETMENBEFERMTE? RERD
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(Content Development stuff here...) Steve Mitchell sent me th/s ﬁiﬁi’f AES
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YIt went viral and people were OUTRAGED because that’s not how the Pope is
supposed to dress and clearly he is guilty because they see it right here not his



photo. They were wrong. The picture is a deep fake and we see it all the time.
We used to believe photographs. Not anymore. We used to believe the six
o’clock news. Not anymore. We used to trust institutions like marriage and the
government and the justice system. Not anymore. What can we know with
certainty? #ERHBMIERT XEIRFE AASTEZREREERFENLKTF. B
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We need Luke’s assurances more than ever. So much of our life comes to us
mediated by a screen, which in turn is manipulated by another intelligence,
human or otherwise, and we have no idea if it loves us, hates us, or simply wants
to consume us. But, Luke assures us, we God-lovers, that he’s done his
homework so we can have certainty in an uncertain world. - Steve Mitchell
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Luke says, “You can trust the lens. It’s reliable. And you can trust Jesus. Only Jesus.”
And then he goes on to tell us story after story after story of eyewitnesses to the grace
and mercy and healing of the Son of God. The blind see. The crippled walk. The deaf
hear. The hopeless find hope. The dead are raised to life. Each one speaks to the
evidence of who He is and what He came to do for us. #&nz%, “YREILUEERER
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This week, following Easter, I've heard from so many people who had something to say
about how Jesus has changed their lives. One person who found hope in despair. One
couple who’s marriage was turned around. One person who discovered true freedom
after years of staying arms-length from faith. Personally, (Asena/prayer/miracle). i&—ifl
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My point in sharing this is: Luke is not the only lens that shows us Jesus. You are also
the lens. Your life. Your hope. Your confession of faith in a world that is so full of
cynicism. Your kindness to a broken friend. Your generosity to a hungry kid. The way
you walk and move and bless our city is a lens through which the world can see a
beautiful, powerful and kind God. 7% F# B2 IBINEE T M —HSH M= ERER
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(Callback: Tyndale) In order to see, we need a lens and we need open eyes. That’s



what we’re praying for over the next eight weeks. Eyes that are open to see Jesus as

hereally is. (FEfE:iREM) A TER ZAFTERERMALERHFRE, EthEHM2
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