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Thesis: True freedom begins (and ends) with trust in God. E£38: EIF#E BB M®
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The cry of my heart for a few years now has been: freedom. | am getting old
enough that | see so many people around me that are my age and still bound
up by stuff. Enslaved to bitterness, addiction, anger, envy, pride,
anxiety...they’ve lived with those chains so long they don’t even recognize
that life is possible without them. #ERFERN DR —EZ: HH, HERL
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The history of the children of Israel is: in and out of bondage. 400 years in slavery to
the Egyptians, in and out of wars, until finally falling to the Assyrians, the Babylonians,
the Persians and the Roman Empire. They are constantly fighting for freedom and

God is constantly fighting with them and for them...it’s also HIS desire that they be
free. Jesus tells a group of Jews: You will know the truth and the truth will set you free.
They say: WHAT? We’ve never been in bondage to anyone. L85 A\ RIFE5E 2 : E H IX
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Jesus: Everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent
place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free,
you will be free indeed. John 8:34-36
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This feels really big to me...like goosebump-raising big. When you realize you are truly
a son or daughter of God...when are able to fully receive and live into the love that He
offers - you will be FREE. Truly free. This is what | want. But it feels complicated and
sometimes impossible. We’ve made a lot of things really hard. E¥HHERKREVWEEE
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A few years ago, | read a book that suggested only those who know Greek and Hebrew
can truly read and understand the Bible and theology. | kind of love that stuff - the
intricacy and complexity of it all, but theology is for everyone; even those who don’t
want to parse out Greek verbs...we need a theology everyone can understand. So after
following Him and walking through the Shadowlands with Him, my theology -
especially surrounding freedom has been reduced to two words: Trust Him. 3487,
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Freedom is all about who we trust. Put our trust in the wrong thing, and we
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Slavery = trusting only myself. Whether it’s trusting myself to serve my own desires or
trusting myself to obey the law perfectly. Either of those things will come up short and
will create a life of bondage to something. &k = RIEEE2D. BREHEBDEERE
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True freedom = trusting Jesus and His work of redemption. EIFf#HH = tH{SHR &K
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Sometimes we think the enemy is after our trust and our devotion. | don’t think so. |
don’t think wants me to trust him...I think he just wants me to trust me. | am my own
master. | am the one who calls all the shots in my life. But I'm not a great master. &Y
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“l do not understand what | do. For what | want to do | do not do, but what | hate |
do....for | know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature.”
Romans 7:15, 18 “HEANHEFEM, HBSAFHEB, HAEEMN, HFT/E HETEEN
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This is not a popular statement. It’s not evolved. It’'s not politically correct. But it’s
something I've come to believe is absolutely true: | cannot be exclusively trusted with
the running of my own life. Honestly, I'd be better at running YOUR life than | am at
running mine because | can so clearly see why you should trust Jesus instead of
yourself. | see why you should trust Him with your kids and your money and your time
and your career. | see that you should turn to Him for help and guidance and
companionship and joy. It’s so clear to me that you should sink the full weight of your
trust into following Him. Also Ioving Him, because that’s essential, but it’s different than
trust. XFFAZZANGLHNE S, EXRGHEE, ETBUGEMH, BEREAMNEHUNLIIE
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Think of all the people you truly love. Now, think of all the people you truly LOVE
that you would also trust with your life. B —{REEZM A, NEE—BREEE
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| asked a group of single young women: What’s the most important quality in a
man? Sense of humor. Group of young, divorced women: Someone | can trust.
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Trust is different than love. {E X MZF R,

We live this out in the real world all the time. We get on an airplane and put our whole
life into the hands of someone we don’t love and wouldn’t trust with the password to
our bank account. We trust lawyers we don’t love to distribute our money to the
people we DO love. XEMNARZAMEFZANOIEE T, HMFNABEENNE
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Trust is different than love. {E{EFZEARE,

Lots of people loved Jesus. Many followed him. He was fun to listen to. He was cool
to hang out with. But they left when it got hard to trust. 8% AZH &k, RZ ARbE
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66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed

him. Mt TP ZHRERN, THEMMMREIT,

67 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. HB&RkgiXt
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68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words
of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy
One of God.” John 6:66-68 o[ 1{ESFEIZR, “EM, MRAEKEZE, BAIETME
2?69 KNELET, XMBEMREHNERE,” VHET 6:66-69

Believe = pepisteukamen = “to entrust”. We have come not just to think He’s cool,
but to trust Him with our lives. {§ = pepisteukamen = “F&41”, HE IR EEZR A
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Though trust isn’t easy, especially trust in an invisible God, | don’t think it’s super
complicated. | think most of our discipleship comes down to these two trust
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e Trust that He is God. fHIE#t 28,

* Trust that He is good. fB{E# 2 EEM,
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Trust that He is God. He runs it all. We exist because He says so. We matter for the
same reason. fR{EME M, thEE—U), EMEERRAIEE. HMAWEELR
BRTER L,

The OIld Testament has no interest in articulating an autonomous or universal
notion of humanness...the human person has vitality as a living, empowered
agent and creature only in relation to the God who faithfully gives breath.”
-Walter Brueggemann
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| learned this with Steve and Phineas. I’'m not in charge of first breaths or last
breaths. | can trust Him. H#&RIRRMIFFEEHMBELETE— . BRF—RIAR
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If | truly, honestly believe He IS all and OWNS all, if | truly do believe my life is only
vital and empowered in connection to Him, then how miserable will my life be if | don’t
trust Him? If | fight with Him for control. If I’'m always grabbing at the wheel? IR E
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Trust that He is good. #HIE#EEER,

No matter what. Even when it’s really hard. Here’s why: because one of the ways we
grow best is through trouble. Between a rock and a hard place. At BRI, BN
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Psalm 18
He reached down from on high and took hold of me; he drew me
out of deep waters.
He rescued me from my powerful enemy,
from my foes, who were too strong for me.
They confronted me in the day of my disaster,
but the Lord was my support.
He brought me out into a spacious place;
he rescued me because he delighted in me.

%E 18:16-19



Trouble builds trust and trouble moves us. It’s possible to love God inside of trouble
but not trust Him. FHEIFRE D, BHERHMTH RMRATREZETEH, B
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Love and trust are not the same. (Josiah and my car.) EfEELER—HF
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What do | love more than I trust Jesus? Do | trust that He is good enough to give
him the keys and say: Let’s see what this thing can do on the open road? Do | trust
the way that He will drive and where He will take me? Because | do think that He is
willing to hand me the keys as well...l think the wheel is always available for me to
grab if | want to. But there is so much freedom in letting Him drive. And His goal for
us is: Freedom. Obedience, holiness and rule-following are only a part of life
with Him as they release us into freedom with Him. 3 Z Rk {T @S FIRER
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— —-maybe one more story here, time dependent. Response: Trust —
that He is God and that He is good. thEfBEE—ENE, ERFEALHS. DEE EF -
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