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Message {5 £\

Good morning church, its so good to be here with all of you today. Before I say anything, I
would like to thank the pastoral team for the trust they have given me to share Gods word with
you this morning, it’s a huge honor. My name is Israel Talamantes and [ am the pastor at Centro
Victoria, B4’s Hispanic church plant. We meet on Sundays at 10:30am in the West building
which is right across the parking lot. If you know anyone who is looking for a thriving Hispanic
church, well you can let them know where and when we meet. Sundays at 10:30
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Again, it is an honor to be bringing you God’s word today. For the past 4 or 5 weeks, we have
been going through a sermon series called “Seeing Jesus” We’ve been trying to see and learn
more about who Jesus is through the Lens of Luke. As we have read through the gospel of Luke,
we have been seeing and learning about stories of people who had personal encounters with
Jesus. We’ve read about their interactions, their emotions, and we have seen the work of Jesus in
their lives. Our hope is that in these 8 weeks, you will get to experience and see Jesus for
yourself. The more you read his word, the more you get to know him. He is the same yesterday,
today, and forever.
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INTRO 1148

Today, we get to read and walk through a very famous passage from the Bible. And if you grew
up in church then you will know what I am talking about and if you didn’t grow up in church
don’t worry I’m about to tell you what I’m talking about here. Actually, this character we are
going to learn about has his very own song. Many of us have sung this song during Sunday
school. Do you know who I am talking about? I’m talking about the famous Zacchaeus. How
does the song go? Zacchaeus was a wee little man and a wee little man was he? He climbed up
in a sycamore tree for the Lord he wanted to see. Do you know this song is also in Spanish?
Zaqueo era un chaparrito asi que vivia en jerico, y cuando Jesus paso por ahi aun zicomoro
subio. ..
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This guy is so popular that he got his own song. But let’s learn more about this guy. I would
like for you to open your Bible, or turn on your Bible in Luke chapter 19, starting in verse 1.
We are going to read his story and we will make a few pauses while we read the verses. =%
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CONTEXT F&(EE

I’m going to give you a little bit of context. We are entering into the final week of Jesus’ life on
earth. The final week of Jesus’s life begins here in the city of Jericho and moving toward
Jerusalem. Jericho is below sea level and Jerusalem is above sea level so Jesus had about 15 to
20 miles to go uphill to get to the place where he was going to be crucified. He was on his way
to the cross to give his life but He stops and takes a day to save a life. Even on his way to die,
he was thinking about those who needed to live. We serve a compassionate God, & 454K —
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But let’s see what this stop was about so let’s read in verse 1 - Jesus entered Jericho and was
passing through. ? A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and
was wealthy. (other translations say, and he had become very rich.) {H ZZEK M EEE LT
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INTERESTING X &
This is interesting because in the previous chapter, Luke 18, Luke presents us with another story
of a rich young man who comes up to Jesus and asks the following question: Luke 18: 18 - ...
Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life? (Jesus responds with you need to honor your
father and mother, do not commit adultery, don’t steal, don’t gossip, etc. And he says, yup, got it,
don’t worry. I’'m actually a good guy. But then, Jesus responds with this) * When Jesus heard
this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 2 When he heard this, he became
very sad, because he was very wealthy. * Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for the
rich to enter the kingdom of God! *Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 2 Those who heard this
asked, “Who then can be saved?” ?” Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible
with God.” It was and still is difficult to reach a wealthy person. But in chapter 19 verse 2, Jesus
shows that even though its difficult, its not impossible.
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Your situation might seem impossible right now but with God on your side, everything is
possible, so believe! {RIFEH R4 IEERY > {BH LW EREE - — VIS AR
FTLIAREE !

Let’s continue to read verse 3 - * He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short
he could not see over the crowd. * So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore fig tree to see
him, since Jesus was coming that way. I would like to note a couple of things: ZEH 445
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1*- A few historians said that the average man 2000 years ago was about five feet tall. Now,
if that’s the average height 2000 years ago, for Luke to describe Zacchaeus as a short man,
then he must have been pretty short. I am 6, 6’1 so for me, he must have been pretty short.
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2" Now, why did Luke emphasize the fact he was short? He could have left it at, he was a tax
collector and he was rich... but NO! he mentioned the fact he was short. I tried to search for the
reason why Luke mentioned the fact he was short.
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Have you ever tried to ask yourself questions that the Bible doesn’t have answers to?
Question like EXAMPLE {RA 24 & #ER0iE B CEASZ A/AE RIIR-E 2 sk

- Did Jesus ever go to the bathroom? He was Jesus so he had the power not to. How big were
Goliath’s feet? HRfRFS 2 _FHTETIS 2 fth 2 HEERAT LA A RE /)N 289, ORI EERYIAE 26 K
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You are not going to find these answers because the Holy Spirit didn’t inspire the writers to tell
you this information. If the Holy Spirit felt this was necessary to be on the Bible, he would have
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What do I mean by this? This is what the Holy Spirit was speaking to me. There are areas in
our lives where we feel small, we don’t measure up, when we feel like people are taller and
bigger than us, we feel like people are in higher places than us, we ALL feel small. And because
we feel small, we ALL fall short. 2 {1835 BEERIE 2 58 b /& B0 wt B I e a6, EFMA4E
5, ALet 5 FMEES B AR/, FMTRA 2R, B TAM SR AL A = K,
?;z‘{{Fﬁ%?%%IJAtE%{Fﬁ%, TR AT B b/, R TRAM5EAG B S/, BT AFRAMERA K
ik,

EXAMPLE # {3

I would like to be vulnerable for a moment. The fact [ am standing here is a miracle. Why a
miracle? Because I felt like I didn’t have what it took to be here this morning. [ wasn’t smart
enough, my accent is horrendous people won’t understand me. All of these feelings of
inadequacy were on my mind. Then fear began to enter in, anxiety began to take over my mind. I
was anxious, fearful and had to fight against the lies of the enemy. FARE 5 BRIRFL AR GS H Hi
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WE WILL DO ANYTHING TO NOT FEEL SMALL, WHATEVER IT TAKES. And
sometimes that will take us to a place of darkness because we don’t like to feel small. F&A["
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APLICATION [

What do we do when we feel small? When we feel short and feel like we don’t measure up?
We need to run to see Jesus. We might not climb a sycamore tree but we can come to the
presence of God. Our shortcomings should drive us to his grace. & T2 H b/, FoAM
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Zaccheaus could not see over the erowd/people, they were on the way. So he climbed up a

sycamore tree. %A NEIARE/N, MFETER L, NEMTE LT — A5,

But lets continue to read - > When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him,
“Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” * So he came down
at once and welcomed him gladly. B 2B MMEAERE T & — 5 HOEAR] T AME #7585
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Before we go to the next verse, let’s review who a tax collector was so we can get a better picture
of the crowd. FEFAME A T —HifE SO AT, rlFAMal @ — TR S, EARTRIM L aE B 4 b
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INTERESTING - the word Zaccheaus means Pure, Innocent, Righteous. £ & & —
Zacchaeus &4 F-HE EUE MR, MiEL, IEEL, BUT he was the opposite of pure, innocent
and righteous. People HATED him. Tax collectors were among thieves and murderers. Tax
collectors were Jewish people who worked for the Roman government, so they were seen as
traitors. Not only he was a tax collector but CHIEF tax collector. He was in charge over a
region. He had power. {EAE MR, REFEER SR, AMPTIRML, Fs 2/ Mg A
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In order to fund the Roman Empire machine, Zacchaeus would have to charge for something
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This was a tax for simply breathing Roman air. If you were alive and a male age fourteen to
sixty five or a female twelve to sixty five, you had to pay the poll tax. There was income tax,
import tax, road tax, fish tax. You were taxed per net and per single fish. There was ground tax,



there was a thing called cart tax. if you had a cart and this cart would roll down the street and
you would sell stuff from it, you were charged for every single wheel you had on your cart. If
your cart had four wheels, you were charged tax on those four wheels. & /& ¥’ % F5 22 58 1)
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WHY AM I GIVING YOU ALL OF THIS INFORMATION? 24 {1 JBE B8 45 2 IR {35 L <
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" All the people saw this and began to (praise Jesus, thank you Lord for saving him, God has a
great plan. NO!) they began mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” (they began to
grumble, to judge, to complain, to say things like, HOW DARE JESUS being his guest. Hes a
dog, traitor. Why would Jesus do this) 7 il AESE 5L T, Dian GESSHIER, R R80T L,
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OBSERVATION % i

The very same crowd that would not allow Zacchaeus to see Jesus because of his
shortcomings, was the same crowd that muttered, grumbled, judged, criticized Jesus when
Jesus found him. The crowd probably wanted Jesus but didn’t want the people Jesus hang
out with. F A HEZAOB K A SLFFHRGE LHREREEHE N, 1B 5 AR AR ER BRI, fil
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HOW MANY TIMES IN CHURCH HAVE WE BECOME THE CROWD? #H/fMA %/
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We determine who gets in, who is righteous, who is pure, who is good enough. Sometimes my
religiosity gets in the way. You have to do this and look like this in order to belong. I become
the crowd. Bl EAEEA, 3t R IE 3600, AERERIRAY, HEILIAT, AR EEINE
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EXAMPLE (keys plays in the background) & 4| (15 5t % 847 )

Tell story of how my dad reached out to a gang leader of a criminal band in our city. Didn’t
think he was going to change because of my judgment, religiosity got on the way. But with the
power of Jesus, he was changed, and became a preacher. 5 F A2 Bl AN AT BE AR B FAM Ik T30
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Unfortunately, religion gets in the way for people to see Jesus. The People Jesus wants to be
with, do not fit our criteria.

p .
Bejamin needed and wanted Jesus but I didn’t think he was good enough. BUT Jesus stopped
by, had an encounter with him and his life changed forever. 3095, 7=BBAME T A& 2L
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APPLICATION [

If you feel like you don’t belong, like no one cares about you, this morning, the presence of
Jesus stops by and is calling YOU by your name. In the midst of the crowd, hes looking right at
you and he wants to have a relationship with you. Z1RARERG H L&A iRwE, wSRA A
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CONCLUSION i

We know that Zaccheaus repents and gives half of his possessions and pays back four times the
amount to those whom he had cheated out of their money. I love the response Jesus gives to
Zacchaeus and to the crowd. This is modus operandi: ° Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has
come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. ' For the Son of Man came to
seek and to save the lost.” FAMENE, MEZMEU, 18 it — R0, N0 U4 B 8IS AT
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Spiritually speaking, for the Son of Man came to seek and save ALL who have fallen short, who
feel short. He came save even the crowd. None of us can measure up. Some of us get in the way.
That is why Romans 3:23-24 says - * for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, **
and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. /&
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We all have fallen short. And because we have fall short, we have become the crowd, we have
gotten in the way FAMEREE AR BT R, K AFAMSAZ], Tk 7IBAREF RN, FMFLEE
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RESPONSE PRAYER [F] &4k



Today I would like to pray for two groups of people: first group, I would like to pray for those
who have been hurt by the crowd, hurt by religion, hurt by pastors, leaders of the church.
Perhaps you have tried to get closer to Jesus but our actions have pushed you away. We are
broken people whether we are pastors, leaders, whoever. We all need Jesus. If that’s you, will
you give Jesus another chance and let him bring salvation, hope you your life this morning. 4
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Second group, I would like to pray for those who have hurt people, including myself. If you are
here this morning and say “yeah, I may have gotten in the way of people getting closer to Jesus,
whether intentionally or unintentionally” why don’t we take a moment and just ask God to
forgive us. Forgive us for being the crowd, for getting in the way. For being judgmental, for
pushing people down. Help us to be better Lord, to love your people better. Jesus wants to take
away our pride, our insecurities, and he wants to give us peace, love, joy. &5 #H, TR A AL
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BENEDICTION #iii#

‘May the LORD bless you and protect you. May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to
you. May the LORD show you his favor and give you his peace. Grace and favor be with you
this week. Thank you for being here, see you guys next Sunday. Bring a friend. [ HE Fn 3L 45
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