Luke #4: Seekers & Watchers
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Review Luke so far. Over 400 people reading through Luke together. Not too late.
Four weeks left in the series - you can easily get through Luke. Jump in! %I B #i4 1E[E]
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Today we’re going to look through the lens of a couple of different people and groups of
people. Let’'s approach the text with curiosity and reverence for what Jesus wants to
show us about the character of His Father: X, HM# @B E SR AFIABNIRA
RER BRMEBFFNRBAOD KRB EREX, EERRERBMERM R ERK
H A%



One day as He was teaching, there were Pharisees and teachers of the Law sitting
there who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem.
And the power of the Lord was present with Him to heal. Luke 5:17
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This is our first group of people. We'll call them the Watchers. They are the Pharisees,
scribes and legal experts of Israel.(expound) They are here on a mission - to figure out

who Jesus is. iZZHAMIHTE AL o FMTMIT BB E - TS LESIHEMEA -
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Monotheistic. That is not just their belief but also their singular distinction. History. One
God with one mission: —fiizR - ENMERMFIRIES - LEMFIHVRRZE - BX - —
ArtifE—E e

What is the mission of this One God? Their ancient prophet Habbakuk says, “The earth will be
filled with the knowledge of the glory of God as the waters cover the sea.” They know that to
be God’s intended purpose for the world he created. Everyone will know Him. His glory will
flow into every inch of our world. JENMI B — IR 2T EE ? MBI ABE AR < 532 3t
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And He will send a Messiah - or a rescuer - to save them from the oppression under which they
have suffered for centuries. Assyria. Babylon. Persia. The Greeks. Roman Empire. A pretty
much uninterrupted chain of foreign overlords who have desperately tried to eradicate their
autonomy and identity. They have held tightly to their distinction as a people with ONE God
and to the understanding that His glory will flow out from them and into the whole world. He

will rule everything. f{fiReRE — i AFE ol — — B — vk ReE —— P fE <2 78S
FEAYERAE TP PRRHIAR - 5l EEERfR - R IR > EEREATEL > —(E 2P A ETH IS MR
2t - i FIptarslE R CLESI AR E ERERS 1) o LESIARRIEB CIF RBE—
FHEFERY T RRAIS 07 > MK FHE SRR (e AL M5 oA b e AR (SR -t a s
=

And WE know that Jesus is the fulfillment of that promise. He is not just the messenger, he is
the content of the communication. He’s not just the message of hope - He is HOPE ITSELF. He
IS the fullness of His Father. All of God is in Jesus and all of Jesus is in God. WE know this, but



they didn’t know it. They’re working with the data they’re receiving real time. They’re deciding
as they experience Jesus and they’re asking themselves< “Does he or does he not speak for, act
on behalf of or embody YHWH?” This is the critical lens through which they look. And Jesus is
about to show them something quite remarkable about His Father and about Himself.
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Some men came carrying on a stretcher a man who was paralyzed, and they tried
to bring him in and lay him down in front of Jesus. Luke 5:18
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Interesting that the skeptics all have a front row seat when the seekers can’t get in - did the
crowd defer to them and their role? Did they just get there really early? VS & 1E5H
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But finding no way to bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on the roof
[and removed some tiles to make an opening] and lowered him through the tiles
with his stretcher, into the middle of the crowd, in front of Jesus. Luke 5:19
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This is a terrible idea for a couple of reasons. 1 - it's dangerous. 2 - it'’s not allowed.
Paralyzed people can’t just go wherever they want. They are considered unclean -
mostly because of the mindset that every disability was thought to be the result of some
sin - hidden or otherwise. So these four men are breaking rules all over the place. HH?
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They’re causing damage to a well constructed house. They’re risking their friend’s
health and they’re risking their own social standing and they’re all risking rejection.
Why? One word: desperation. Desperation is one of the common denominators among



most of the people who receive a miracle from Jesus. | love how the Amplified version
tells the story: i {fIIEAE ¥ IS BIFHYFREERIES - TEKNEREER - £HCH
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When Jesus saw their [active] faith [springing from confidence in Him], He said,
“Man, your sins are forgiven.” The scribes and the Pharisees began to consider
and question [the implications of what He had said], saying, “Who is this man
who speaks blasphemies [by claiming the rights and prerogatives of God]? Who
can forgive sins except God alone?” Luke 5:20-21 ER&f 0 441 [i8GE JA1E 10 [ 18 $t b
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A paralyzed guy, lowered through the roof and Jesus chooses to forgive his sins. That’s
not what he asked for and maybe not why he’s come. | cannot imagine finding even
ONE friend willing to go to such lengths in order to insure someone’s forgiveness, much
less four. Even if that IS why he’s come, it's probably because of the association with sin
and disability and the hope in his heart that the removal of one will also mean the
healing of the other. So it’s funny, and perhaps wildly disappointing to the four friends
whose desperation led them to risk so much - that Jesus forgives his sins first. —1{&%k
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The Watchers have concerns. Serious concerns. Blasphemy is the MOST serious
concern. Remember they are monotheistic. One God with one mission. Only that One
God can forgive sins. If some other guy can come along and assume the identity and
function of God, then they might as well be the Romans, worshiping whatever god they
choose on any given day. This is not just a threat to their belief system, it's a threat to
their existence as a people. Also - Jesus just said something to that man that is entirely
unverifiable. Who can say if his sins are forgiven or not? It's like a magician pulling an
invisible rabbit from his hat. So, they’re feeling some anger now. SEE & F &L, R/
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But Jesus, knowing their [hostile] thoughts, answered them, “Why are you
questioning [these things] in your hearts? Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are
forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But, in order that you may know that
the Son of Man (the Messiah) has authority and power on earth to forgive
sins”’—He said to the paralyzed man, “l say to you, get up, pick up your stretcher
and go home.” He immediately stood up before them, picked up his stretcher, and
went home glorifying and praising God. Luke 5:22-25 HR&R40:&EMthAIFTIIEHY, FLiE
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Okay, | feel better for these guys now. They got what they came for, PLUS forgiveness.
Jesus gives this man two great gifts: Forgiveness and the ability to walk again. And he
gives them in a particular order - so that the crowd will have to do business with the fact
that he sealed and proved his power to forgive by showing his power over human
affliction. They have to think about it. They have to wrestle with that as they begin to
expand their viewpoint about identity and character of their One God. ¥ T, 3 IRTERHIA
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This man on the stretcher would have had no way to approach God for forgiveness OR
healing through the law. The Law was inadequate to get him there. The Law forbids
disabled people to approach a priest for prayer or blessing or healing. He was kept
OUT by the Law and he is invited IN through Jesus. Only Jesus. Jesus came to expose
the limitations of the Law - it was NEVER meant to redeem them. It was only meant to
lead them to the kind of desperation that revealed their need for a Savior. E{E#ZEH#
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The Son of God embodying ALL the love and power of God. The Son of God who
comes in the limitations of human flesh in order to wrap His arms around our
weaknesses and bring us back to life. This is only the beginning of the way Jesus will
begin to change the way the people view His Father. Jesus came because we had Him
wrong. Jesus comes to move our perception of relationship with God as following a list



of rules to one of actual friendship, love, care, compassion and most of all....grace.
What's the result? ##) R F&E T 2 ZHEARE, MR FLUARMAERNEREIA
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They were all astonished, and they began glorifying God; and they were filled
with [reverential] fear and kept saying, “We have seen wonderful and incredible
things today!” Luke 5:26
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If you’ve read the end of Luke, you know this euphoria and wonder over the idea that
Jesus is more than a prophet is not going to last, but for a minute, everyone is
positioned in front of Jesus for different reasons, but they all can see that He is
something miraculous. Something truly divine. M1 R {REBIBMEZTHER, (RS ENE
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This story is so interesting. It shows us what gets people in front of Jesus. It shows us
that even if we have equal proximity to Jesus, we can experience completely different
results based on our perspective. There’s not a single recorded instance in the NT of
Jesus refusing to respond to a desperate cry for help. Not a single one. And there are
lots and lots of moments where people have an audience with Him and bring their own
cynicism instead and they completely miss who He is and what He offers. 58 @& X&
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What do you do with proximity? Do you let doubts push you away from Him or do you
bring them right in with you and ask Him to meet you in them? {R/E#E R IE A fth A0
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This story shows us the heart of those who feel truly desperate and what desperation
makes us do. I've only felt desperate a couple of times in my life. (Once: ministry.



Empty. Had to make a hole through the roof of my life to get to Jesus.) (The other:
Afraid. Facing death. People had to sometimes carry me to get to Jesus. People who
became part of my healing, my ability to get up and walk again.) | want us to be people
who are desperate for Jesus but also people who can hold the weight of someone’s
stretcher. People who can carry some burdens away so that others can experience the
forgiveness and grace of a beautiful God. EEHERHEMER T HLEERINELEHA
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We have exactly that chance today. F/M4 XIEIFHERMEE,

Miguel moment. Ki&FEFZI,

| want to tell you about someone who has been part of our B4 family since he was a kid.
His name is Miguel and he is 19 years old. Miguel and sisters have been raised by a
single dad and Miguel became a part of our family through . A few weeks
ago, Miguel's dad had an accident at work and died, leaving Miguel and his two little
sisters alone. HBHRM—EN, i/l 23 B4 REM—&, tAUKIEHE, $F 19
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| was thinking about this: What would it be like to be 19 years old with no parents and
two little sisters right now? How fast does that push you into adulthood? We, as
parents, understand how much we care and how hard we work to pay for our kids to
have a roof over their heads and good food and school clothes and medical attention
and maybe even one day a college education? | cannot imagine having to consider all
of that at 19, while also carrying the heavy weight of grief and sorrow that comes with
losing the only parent you have. HZEE 19588 X B, EEMEKKEERES 2 E
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Since | heard about this, I've been unable to let it go. | can’t just walk away from it. |
can'’t just feel the sadness and push it away with some other distraction. | think we're
meant to be more than that, to do more than that. | think maybe this is a moment, B4,



when we could become something beautiful in the life of this family. This is a chance for
us to walk out James 1:27 to visit the orphans in their affliction. We can’t take an
offering for him because there’s a bunch of legalities around how we give money away
that | don’t want to waste time explaining. One thing we DON'T DO - EVER - is share
people’s GoFundMe’s. Can you imagine how the floodgates that would open of people
wanting us to share a Gofundme with you every single week? So we do NOT do that.
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Except...sometimes it's okay to make a mess. Sometimes it's okay to move some tiles
on the roof of a really well-constructed house. Sometimes We have to do whatever it
takes to get our friend the help they need. BRIE- - AR BIEFHF BRI LN, BIFE
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So..we’re gonna have a moment together where I’'m going to let you choose your own Holy
Adventure. 1) You can bring yourself in front of Jesus and ask for whatever you need: Healing,
provision, forgiveness, hope. Anything. Ask big. Ask honestly. Just get in front of him and ask.
Second, you can ask Jesus; How can | bring help to someone in my world? How can | be a friend
who carries a stretcher? Or third, you can choose to be a part of helping Miguel and his sisters
by using the QR code on the screen behind me. It will take you to his go fund me. It will not be
tax deductible. There will be nothing in this for you at all except a chance to carry a piece of the
physical burden on this family so that they have strength for the emotional burden. FFLA--FH &
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CLOSE: If you need time to think about how you can be a part of blessing this family, that’s
great! You can find the link to the Go Fund Me at B4Church.org/miguel or if you have creative
ideas you’d like to share about how we might serve this family, you can feel free to email me at
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