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Blessed are the poor in spirit , for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be filled.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart , for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, 
because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Matthew 5:3-12
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Matthew 5:10 (GN)
“Happy are those who are persecuted because they do what God 
requires; the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them!” 

1. The ______________________________________ of Harassment.

“. . . when men insult you . . .”  (vs 11a)

Reality



2. The ______________________________________ for Harassment.

“. . . because you are my followers”  (vs. 11b)

John 15:20 (NIV)
No servant is greater than his master.  If they persecuted me, they 
will persecute you also. 

2 Timothy 3:12 (NIV)
Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted.

3. My ___________________________________________ to Harassment.

A. The Bible Teaches _______________________________ the Source. 

Ephesians 6:12 (GN)
We are not fighting against human beings, but against wicked 
spiritual forces. . . 

B. The Bible Teaches ____________________________  to Retaliate. 

Romans 12:17 & 19 (GN)
If someone does evil to you, don’t pay him back with evil. . . 
Never take revenge. . . let God’s wrath do it.   

C. The Bible Teaches ______________________________  Positively. 

Romans 12:21 (NIV)
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  

Matthew 5:44 (NIV)
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. 

D. The Bible Teaches ___________________________________ Over It. 

“Be glad and happy . . .!”  (vs 12a)

Reason

Response

Recognize

Refuse

Respond

Rejoice



Biblical Reasons to Rejoice

1. Responding Biblically Means:_______________________________.

1 Peter 4:14 (NIV)
If you are insulted because of Christ , you are blessed, . . . for 
God’s Spirit rests on you. 

2. Responding Biblically Means: God can ______________________. 
 
Acts 5:41 (NIV)
The apostles were full of joy that God considered them worthy to 
suffer disgrace for Jesus’ name.

3. Scripture Says it is: Only _____________________________________.

2 Corinthians 4:17 (TLB)
These troubles. . . won’t last very long.  Yet this short time of distress 
will result in God’s richest blessing upon us forever and ever!

4. Scripture Says Remember: My _______________________________. 

Romans 8:17 (GN)
Since we are God’s children. . . if we share Christ ’s suffering, we 
will also share in his glory.

5. Jesus Teaches Remain: _______________________________________. 

1 Peter 4:19 (NIV)
So those who suffer according to God’s will should commit 
themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.

Faithful

You’re Christ-Like

Trust You

Temporary

Reward



Credit & a special note of thanks to Pastor Virgil Brown of Christian Life Center
in Port Orchard, WA for his contributions to this study. 

Day 1: Matthew 5:10

Day 2: 1 Peter 1:6-7

Day 3: James 1:2-4

Day 4: 2 Corinthians 8:2-4

Day 5: Psalm 128:1-2

This Week’s Meditation
2 Peter 1:5-9

For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; 
and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to 
self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to 
godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. For if you 
possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from 
being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and 
blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins.

DAILY S.O.A.P. 
Scripture / Observation / Application / Prayer


