
Scripture Readings for September 
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A Word from the Pastor 

September 5:— Mark 10:13-16  

September12:— Revelation 21:1-6, 22:1-5 

September 19:— James 3:1-12  

September 26:— James 3:13-4:3, 7-8 

Friends, 

This month we are having (or depending on when you read this “had”) 

a “welcome and welcome back” reception after worship to officially 

welcome me and my family to Bethel and to symbolize the gradual 

return to a new normal of programs and activities here at the church.  

And that has gotten me thinking about my transition into pastoral 

leadership here at Bethel. 

When a District Superintendent is briefing you about a new church, he 

or she will often try to highlight the strengths of the congregation.  

You’ll hear phrases like “strategic location” or “clarity of mission” or 

about how the   community around the church is “ripe for growth.”  

But what has become clear to me over the past fifteen months is that 

the real strength, the real beauty, the best part of Bethel is her people.  

It’s you.  As I’ve thought about the past fifteen months the true joy is 

the wonderful privilege it has been to get to know you as people. 

As I approach this “welcome and welcome back” reception I become 

keenly aware how much I have enjoyed the connections I have been 

able to make, even while we have been more distanced.  And I look 

forward to connecting with more of you as we have more and more 

programs and activities going on at the church.  It is a true joy being a 

part of this church!  And, to quote a  classic, I hope this is only the start 

of a beautiful friendship. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Matt 
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Missions Chairperson Karen Johnston 
kjohnston@bethelumc.org 

Bethel is on a Mission…..let me catch you up. 

 

Through your generosity, the January Communion Offering raised $430 to provide funds for the BUMMs 
Breakfast Ministry. Which we were blessed to get to enjoy beginning September 12th.   

Looking forward to more breakfasts/fellowship…..Thank you BUMMs!!   

 

In February, our Communion Offering ($270) went to Heart Havens which was started 20+ years ago as a 
ministry of the United Methodist Church of the Virginia Conference.  God provided a vision of inclusivity, 
independence, and unconditional love for our adult brothers and sisters in Christ with intellectual              
disabilities.  Heart Havens empowers them to live & thrive in a safe & nurturing environment in group 
homes across Virginia. More info:  www.hearthavens.org 

 

We were able to donate $510 this year (even though we didn’t have our usual 30 Hour Famine teen event) to 
support World Vision in their efforts to feed children, families, and their communities worldwide to reach 
their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice.  Thank you for your April Communion 
donations!   

 

Despite doing mostly online worship services during Lent, you all generously gave $436 in your Easter eggs 
on Easter Sunday for the Heifer Project to provide resources to families in need. 

 

Our May Communion ($225) supported Project Mend-A-House (PMaH).  PMaH works with the Area 
Agency on Aging, Social Services agencies, other non-profit organizations/groups to reach out to low-
income Prince William County or greater Manassas residents in need of help.  Our donations help provide 
home repairs to low-income seniors, veterans, and people with disabilities at no cost to them.  A gift of time 
and talent makes a difference too.   If you are interested in helping members of our community, check out:  
www.pmah.org  for more info. 

 
Our June Communion contributed $510 to the Virginia Annual Conference’s efforts to support local food 
banks/organizations in our Alexandria District. 

 
During July, we collected $322 during our Communion Offering for Rising Hope.  We also contributed 
food to their food bank AND summer clothes to some of their church community.  

 
EVERY month, Bethel takes action to help feed local families in need…THANKS to YOU! ...through food 
and gift cards from our Food Pantry.  The Lord's Table (provides full meals to 50 people, about 6 times a 
year, to the homeless in PWC).  Thank you to the Lord’s Table Committee that so generously donates food 
and their time by making/purchasing food items to make each of our meals plentiful and special.  Bethel 
supports Hilda Barg Homeless Prevention Shelter two weeks each year. Lunches (and clothing thanks to 

http://www.hearthavens.org
http://www.pmah.org
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the generous yardsale collection) are being provided to our homeless friends on a regular basis (that fre-
quent the Drop-in Shelter at the Ferlazzo building).  Food donations are taken to Rising Hope and 
ACTS; and more..... 

 
School Supplies….starting school, in August, was made much easier for local families in our            
community by providing backpacks and school supplies.  ALSO for students that attend Springwoods 
Elementary School (please see the thank you note on the bulletin board in the narthex) and Hampton 
Middle School.  Supplies and monetary donations were given to both schools. 

 
Clothing, from the yardsale, has blessed some homeless friends that stopped by the church as we were 
packing up from the yardsale (thank you to EVERYONE that helped with the yardsale!!!  It was a      
tremendous group effort for sure!!)  We put together food and clothing for the 5 friends that stopped by 
and encouraged them through a prayer circle - led by our very own Greg Brown - and to pay it forward.  
Clothing and food have also been taken to the homeless camps to help other homeless friends here in the 
county.   

 
Bethel’s Discipleship Team donated $100 from their 2021 budget, during a matching “hunger action 
campaign” in early September, to Society of St. Andrew (SoSA).  The donation will be matched dollar 
for dollar through the St. Andrew's Endowment Fund.  Per SoSA, "Bring in the harvest!  When we do-
nate to bring in today's harvest, for people in need, a generous donor will match it, to bring in tomorrow's 
harvest too!”  During Lent, $175 was sent to SoSA in support of their fighting hunger efforts and to say 
thanks for the Lenten Devotionals they provided for us to reflect on during Lent. 

 
A calendar was recently distributed to the congregation to support September being National Hunger  
Action Month.  It encourages participation and prayer for SoSA, World Vision, the Heifer Project, and 
Rise Against Hunger (RAH).  These are all great organizations that Bethel supports because of their 
humanitarian efforts for children and their families.   

 
Reminder, for our RAH event, we will need at least 40 volunteers, of all ages, to help during our      
packaging event.  Please make donations through your offering envelopes marking for “RAH” AND 
please see the RAH display in the narthex to sign up to volunteer.  So far, we have raised $4,241, plus 
$500 from our mission budget, for our next packaging event.  That means we can package 14,000 meals 

on October 9th to help children and their families in need…THANKS TO YOUR GENEROSITY!!!  ☺ 

 
Despite COVID, our Mission Outreach to others near and far has not wavered…..we have continued to 
love God, love one another, and love our neighbors fully….through difficult times of loss, financial 
struggles, and more, with such tremendous generosity.  Bethel provided the parking lot AND clothing 
from our yardsale collection to be given out at a “United Outreach Event” in August.  This was an out-
reach project in conjunction with a few other churches to support local community members. Not only 
did people from the community receive free clothing and food, there were also a few baptisms and     
people coming to Christ that morning as well.  Thanks be to God!  Pastor Merritt, from the Wailing 
Women Ministry, commented that “Bethel is a true blessing to SO many!!”  And she is so very 
right….you all have kind and generous hearts beyond measure.   

 
May God bless you today and always, 

Karen 
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6th-12th Grade  
 

Youth Coordinator  
Terese Smith  

youth@bethelumc.org   
 

Sunday Morning Youth Ministry Leader   
Jamey Long  jlong@bethelumc.org 

We had our Youth Group kick-off event on Sunday, September 12th!  We had pizza, salad,    
brownies, and ice cream. Yum, yum yum!  Topics of discussion were many.  Some of the events 
coming up this year are Uno card nights, Bible study nights with Jamey Long, Board game nights, 
Minute to Win It nights, Rise Against Hunger, The Death Trail Haunted Attraction, roller skating at 
Skate and Fun Zone, greening and degreening of the church, snow tubing at Liberty Mountain,      
providing a meal for the Hilda Barg Homeless Shelter, seeing the Museum of The Bible, the     
Journey Retreat for middle school youth, bowling at Uptown Alley, and laser tag at Team Tactics.  
I think we will be busy this year, what do you think? 

We have a bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall where I post the year's events along with the   
current month's events.  Events change frequently and sign ups are necessary for events off the 
church premises to make sure we have enough chaperones and drivers.  So remember to check 
this board frequently. 

 

Below is a list of the things coming up in October: 

October 3rd – Make care packages for those attending college 

October 9th (Saturday) – Rise Against Hunger – 9:00am till done (around noon) 

October 10th – No Youth Group meeting since we met 
at Rise Against Hunger 

October 17th – Bible Study with Jamey Long 

October 24th – Board game night 

October 29th (Friday) – The Death Trail Haunted 
Attraction (look for sign up) – 7:00pm 

October 31st – No Youth Group meeting since we met 
on Friday 
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 Pre K-5th Grade  
 

Children’s Ministry Leader  / Faithweaver Coordinator 
Tonia Parker ~ tparker@bethelumc.org   

 
Sunday School Superintendent 

Jamey Long ~ jlong@bethelumc.org 
 

Assistant Sunday School Superintendent 
Tonia Parker 

 
Children’s Church  

Heather Smith & Patty Lober 
 

VBS Coordinator 
Sheri Goad ~  sgoad@bethelumc.org 

“What Do I Have?” 
What do I have, Lord, that you would need me as a servant? 

 

Eyes, he said, 

to see the beauty in all that I’ve made — 

and my children as they travel life’s highway. 

 

Hands, he said, 

to reach out and touch hurting souls, 

to give a hug or encouraging pat on the back. 

 

Feet, he said, 

to lead my children through this world of strife 

and to help them run from sin and follow me. 

 

Mouth, he said, 

to lift up your voice and sing praises to me 

so others may hear the joy in your heart. 

 

Ears, he said, 

to listen to my still, small voice of love 

and to hear my children when they cry for help. 

 

Heart, he said, 

so you may know the full love of my Spirit 

and love my children as I have loved you. 

 

                                          —Thomas Butler 

 

If you would like to     

volunteer for any of our 

Children’s Ministry    

Programs be sure and 

reach out to one of our 

Coordinators! We’d love 

to have you! 
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Meetings 2nd Saturday Monthly  
(Sign up for Bumm’s email list for up to date times and locations)  

POC: Rob Williams  bumm@bethelumc.org 
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Meetings 3rd Monday Monthly @7:00pm 
(Sign up for UMW email list for up to date times and locations)  

POC: Sheri Goad   sgoad@bethelumc.org 

The UMW is excited to be starting up their monthly IN PERSON meetings on        

September 20th! There will be a Zoom option if you would like to tune in and stay in 

touch! This hybrid option is a new idea for us so join in with grace!  We can’t wait to 

see EVERYONE!  

Zoom Links can be found on the Bethel Calendar:  

https://www.bethelumc.org/calendar/ 

Our biggest event coming up is the Pumpkin Patch!  It will be running from         

September 25th - October 31st!    

We would love to have you help unload the truck on SEPTEMBER 25th @7:30am!!  
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Discipleship Chairperson Audrey Lewis 
 
 
 

 

 

One day a man was walking along the beach, 
when he noticed a boy hurriedly picking up and 

gently throwing things into the ocean.  

Approaching the boy, he asked, “Young man, 
what are you doing?”  

The boy replied, “Throwing starfish back into 
the ocean. The surf is up and the tide is going 

out. If I don’t throw them back, they’ll die.”  

The man laughed to himself and said, “Don’t 
you realize there are miles and miles of beach 
and hundreds of starfish? You can’t make any 

difference!” 

After listening politely, the boy bent down, picked 
up another starfish, and threw it into the surf. 

Then, smiling at the man, he said, 

“I made a difference to that one!” 

The Star Fish Story 
adapted from The Star Thrower by Loren Eiseley 



 

Director of Music Joe Swetnam / Choir Director Brandon Boling 
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Bible Studies 

Zoom links available on the church calendar   

https://www.bethelumc.org/calendar/ 

 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

POC Pastor Matt mbenton@bethelumc.org 

Tuesdays @10:00am via ZOOM  

 

Women’s Bible Study 

POC Sheri Goad  sgoad@bethelumc.org 

Wednesdays @7:00pm via ZOOM  

 

Sunday Evening Bible Study 

POC Ed Wells  

Sundays @5:00pm via ZOOM  

 

 

Sunday School Classes 

Zoom links available on the  church calendar   

https://www.bethelumc.org/calendar/ 

 

Breakfast and the Bible 

POC John Etter   

vjohn14@hotmail.com   

443-797-3957 

Sundays@8:30am Hybrid  

In person in the Library 

Zoom Option available. 

 

Adult Sunday School 

POC Steve Stoops and Jim Smith 

Sundays@9:00am Hybrid  

In person in Room 5&6 

Zoom Option  available 
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Interested in knowing more about the Bethel Historical Society? 

If you have any questions about the Historical Church’s history, or are interested in becoming a member 

of the Bethel Historical Society, please contact Wanda Smith through the church office (703) 670-4929.  

Did You Know? 
Bethel was born in 1850. Mr. and Mrs. Burr 

Glasscock (Burr and Emsey) provided the land and 

the spiritual support. Burr was one of the members 

of the first Board of County Supervisors of Prince 

William County, and served as a lay preacher.   

Building materials were gathered by neighbors who 

completed the structure that stands today on the 

existing church property.  

https://www.bethelumc.org/history/ 
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We met on Tuesday September 7th at Kay Hall’s 

home. There was a record group of ladies, who 

all loved the book and the discussion was lively! 

Our next book, “Miller’s Valley” by Anna 

Quindlen is available in the church office in front 

of Karen’s desk! 

We would love to have you join us! 

Happy Reading! 

Next Meeting: October 12th, 7:30pm 

POC Kay Hall  703-670-4929 

October 3rd 

October 10th 
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Stay Tuned for ways you can contribute to our 

Hospitality Ministries! 

We are so glad you are here! 

For more information contact Debbie Kimberlin  703-670-4929 



B E T H E L  B E L L  
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Bethel September 2021 Assignments 

Altar Guild 
September 5:  
Debbie Kimberlin and Minnie Hale 
September 12:  
Tonia, Scarlett and Sammy Parker 
September 19:  
Debbie Kimberlin and Carolyn Frey 
September 26:  
Minnie Hale and Lee Williams 

Communion Servers 
Steve and Jessica Stoops 

Ushers 
Lead  Don Minner 
Linda Utting 
Joe and Debbie English 

Lay Readers 
September 5: Peggy Walsh 
September 12: Tonia Parker 
September 19: Jim Smith 
September 26: Carolyn Frey 

Counters 
September 5:  
Jane Harris, Judy LaPorte, Karen Johnston 
September 12:  
Karol Kaldenbach, Jordan Johnston 
September 19:  
Kathleen Lee, Harry Burket 
September 26:  
Carolyn May, Terese Smith 

Rev. Matthew J. Benton, Pastor 
Cell Phone: 703-599-8701   Email: mbenton@bethelumc.org 

 
Bethel UMC Office Hours:  

Monday – Friday 
9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

 
Holy Communion:   

1st Sunday - 10:00 AM Service 
 

Baptism: as requested 
 

Membership: as requested 
 

Sundays:  
10:00 am - Worship Service  

 
Live streaming available @ 

You Tube Channel: Bethel Live 4 Christ 

Bethel United Methodist Church 

13506 Minnieville Road  Woodbridge, VA 22192 

Church Office: (703) 670-4929  Email: bethel@bethelumc.org  Website: www.bethelumc.org 

Tithe and Offering and Donations! 

 
We have set up a PayPal Giving Fund account for 

those who wish to donate online. 

 
 

The link to get to our Paypal Giving Fund page is                                  

http://bethelumc.org/donate  

http://bethelumc.org/donate

