Peacemakers

Sword Drill: Romans
· Have the children identify where this is in their Bible
Learning activity: To begin the time this evening, play a round of musical chairs.  The idea behind musical chairs is that there is always one less chair than is needed, in musical chairs we are in competition for a seat against everyone else, we are fighting for ourselves rather than looking out for others…this is fine when playing a game of musical chairs, but when it comes to real life, God is more concerned about our willingness to make peace than our desire to always get our way.
Transition:  There are dozens of ways that this plays out in our lives: where ever you live with more than one person you are bound to have conflict…it will not always work out that there is enough food, seats, tv’s, time, etc…for everyone to have the same exact opportunity, and when this is the case, God is building the attitude of peacemaking into those who are his children…in fact, if your life is constantly filled with conflict it could be an indicator that you are quite immature in the faith or not saved at all!

Transition Curriculum logo: The gospel is a “Truth believed that changes everything”.  The gospel can be summarized in five simple truths: (Refer to Five finger gospel lesson) 
1) I am a sinner.
2) God will judge my sin.
3) Jesus was not a sinner.
4) He died for my sins and rose the third day.
5) If I turn from my sin and receive him, God will save me.  
When God saves us he begins changing our attitudes, character, service, and priorities.  In tonight’s lesson we will turn our attention to the beatitudes.  
The beatitudes are a list of attitude changes that God begins making in the lives of saved people.
Transition:
The beatitudes are a list of attitudes that are unique to people who have been saved.  We are saved when we admit to God that we are sinners, believe that Jesus died as our substitute and rose again, and are willing to allow God to change us.  When we do this, he enters our heart and begins changing us to be like Jesus.  He changes our attitude, the beatitudes describe some of those changes that God is making in us.

· The beatitudes are found in a passage known as the Sermon on the Mount
· This is found in Mt. 5
· Review Poor in Spirit: to know I always need God’s help
· Review Mourn: to be mad and then sad because my sin offended God
· Review Meek: a gentle response to irritation or offense
· Review Hungry: the appetite for doing right
· Review Mercy: treating people better than their sins deserve
· Review Pure: cleanness on the inside and the outside too
Today we are learning about the seventh beatitude which is blessed are the peacemakers

· Matthew 5:9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
Definition:

Giving up rights to stop fights!

Worship/prayer: Dropped Down and He Turned Me Around, Hey man, 
Sword Drill: Romans 12:18

“If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.”

Biblical illustration: Abraham 13:8-9, Abimelech Gen. 26:29, Abigail 1 Sam. 25, Paul for Onesimus Philemon.  Using one of the above illustrations demonstrate how the peacemaker in the story showed: care, communication, and compromise in the peacemaking process.

1. Care about a broken relationship.
Bitterness is dangerous.  To leave relationships unsettled leaves a door open for Satan.
· Ephesians 4:26-27 Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no opportunity to the devil.
In order to be a peacemaker you must care about peace.  Only God can give us a pure desire for peace.  In our natural state most of us would rather just have our way!
Two Questions:

1. Do you have a desire for peace…or would you rather just have your own way?  Answering this question will say much about where you are in relation to God.
2. Do you bring peace or discord where you go?—how would your parents or siblings answer this?

2.  Communicate with gentleness.
Notice it is peacemakers…emphasis on “makers”.  
· Peace does not magically happen, it is the purposeful action of someone who cares about peace and learns to speak respectfully and gently.
Note that in the biblical examples above, the peacemaker is the mature one who talks about the decision that is before them, and they are also willing to let the other person choose even if it means they are the one that misses out.
3.  Compromise when possible.
Often the word compromise is viewed negatively
But when it comes to making peace, compromise is usually required
· When compromise means sinning, it is always wrong

· —for example a friend ask you to lie for them, this would not be a good time to compromise!
But normally the kinds of compromise that bring peace are not sinful decisions, but sacrifice decisions.

· “giving up rights to stop fights”

· …letting someone else have the last seat, last cookie, choose what to watch, choose what to listen to, etc.

Conclusion:

You’ll notice that being a peacemaker is the final action based beatitude.  I see peacemakers as the capstone of all of the others.  When we are constantly aware of our need for God’s help, and we remain broken over sin, and gentle toward others and hungry for what pleases God, and merciful toward our enemies, the end result is a life of peace.  That person will be a peacemaker and their life and relationships will be characterized by peace.  No wonder that the peacemakers are called the “children of God”!
· You don’t just wake up one morning and decide that you want to be a peacemaker.  Being a peacemaker is something that results from a lot of other things taking place in your life.

Discussion Questions:

1.  Would you describe the relationships in your home as basically peaceful this past week?

2.  Think back to a recent time when you had tension in a relationship this week.  Was the tension due to stubbornness, selfishness, personality conflict, or opinion?

3.  Tonight we mentioned that peacemakers are not people that make peace at all costs.  There are some things that are worth standing for.  Can you think of an example of something that is worth taking a stand for even if it means you can no longer be friends/at peace?

