Holiness

Sword Drill: 1 Peter
· Have the children identify where this is in the Bible.

Learning Activity:

Ask: Does anyone know what the word holy means?  Perhaps to get them started use the power point to put up a picture of two basketballs, one that is new and fresh and another tha is old and worn by use, then let them attempt to think of other words that would describe the new basketball compared to the other basketball.  After they have given several good answers, share with the group that my favorite word for holiness is fancy.

· What does it mean if something is fancy?

· Is that a good kind of sticking out, or a bad kind of sticking out?

Holy: sacred/ uncommon/ commanding reverence/ separateness/ uniqueness/ distinct/peculiar/special/fancy

Transition Curriculum logo: The gospel is a “Truth believed that changes everything”.  The gospel can be summarized in five simple truths: (Refer to Five finger gospel lesson) 
1) I am a sinner, 
2) God will judge my sin, 
3) Jesus was not a sinner, 
4) He died for my sins and rose the third day, 
5) if I turn from my sin and receive him, God will save me.  
When God saves us he begins changing our attitudes, character, service, and priorities.  In tonight’s lesson we will turn our attention to Godly character.  Godly character describes the things that we know to be true about God that should also be true of us.
· Today we want to turn our attention to the character quality of holiness.  God is holy, this means that he is set apart, special, uncommon, fancy, special, distinct.  Christians should be known as holy people.
Worship: Jesus You’re my Firm Foundation, Oh be Careful little eyes…, Holy, Holy, Holy
1 Peter 1:15:

“But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation.”
According to this verse is holiness a suggestion or a command?  Ans.  command

God is Holy and he commands us to be holy in every area of life.

There is a difference between Holy and weird

· Jesus was Holy, but he was not weird:  He had unsaved friends, he hung out with sinners.  He went to parties, weddings, funerals, but through it all, he was noticeably different.  Not in a sense that people thought he was weird, but in a sense that his life made others curious to know what he was about.  Certainly there were some who did not like him at all and they were most vocal about him, but for the most part Jesus was well accepted.
· Can anyone tell me who was most annoyed by the perfectly holy life of Jesus?  Ans. The religious elite…everyone else genuinely liked him!
· I say this, because some believe that holiness means that we need to be social miss-fits who never have any fun, who live by a very stringent list of rules, and judge everyone else around them.  This is not the case.  God wants us to be involved in normal life as a general rule, but at the same time there are times when we need to say no so that we can demonstrate to others that we are governed by a different standard.

Write the following words on the white board: irrelevant, invisible, intriguing and then as you read the statements have the group see if thy can figure out which word goes with which statement.

· If we always say no to the world, we become irrelevant
· If we always say yes to the world, we become invisible
· If we say yes when we are able, and no when we are not we become intriguing
If we want to remain unique, distinct, fancy, HOLY… then we must learn when to say no.

We have a special guest today who knows a lot about what it means to remain distinct, holy, Fancy, and the consequences of never saying no.
Hello everybody.  Allow me to introduce myself.  I am Snazzy.  Can you guess what my last name is?  Shirt.  Snazzy Shirt.  I know you look at me now and say, what is so snazzy about you.  Well, I’d like to tell you my story.

1. Tell about finding the article of clothing and how it was love at first sight.
2. Tell about the things we’ve done, the places we’ve gone together.
3. I liked being the special ________, but over time, I became proud and jealous whenever he wore other shirts and convinced my master that I was not only for special occasion, but I could be worn all the time…there was no need to take me off at end of school day, you could do anything in me.   
4. Little by little he began to do just that: explain how the special article of clothing eventually became more and more common until it was no longer special.  This is a place to ham up the story and tell about the stains and rips in the article of clothing.
5. I used to be ______________, but now I’m just _______________.

6. He got new ____________ recently, he’s arrogant and proud just like I was, every time Mr. Watkins open the closet he raise his __________ and say, “oh, pick me, pick me” I try to warn him that if you want to remain fancy, then you can’t do everything otherwise you become just like everybody else—you got to know when to say no.  But they ignore me, they say you stupid, you just don’t want me to have any fun. 
The lesson is, If you want to remain Holy/Fancy, then you gotta’ learn when to say NO!

Others may, but I cannot

Thank you for having me today.  Enjoy the rest of your evening.

Holiness in all areas of life:

· Eyes:  there are some things I should not look at if I want to remain Fancy

· Ears:  there are some things I should not listen to if I want to remain Fancy

· Mouth: there are some things I should not say if I want to remain Fancy

· Hands: there are some things I should not do if I want to remain Fancy

· Feet: there are some places I should not go if I want to remain Fancy

· Mind: there are some thoughts I should not think if I want to remain Fancy
Discussion questions:

1.  What do you think was the main teaching that was communicated in the skit?
2.  How does your family practice holiness with their: eyes, ears, mouth, hands, feet, mind…?

3.  With what part of your body do you have room for improvement in holiness?
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