Gospel week 1
The Five Finger Gospel
Sword Drill: Romans
· Have the kids find Romans in their Bibles.
Learning Activity:

Before you begin, purchase a special prize like a pack of Oreos (choose something that will be easy to share with the group), but tell the group that to win the prize they are going to have to shoot a perfect 10 with no mistakes.  Using 5gal. buckets set at a distance of 15ft.  Give each child a chance to throw the beanbags.  (nobody should be able to do this)—use the parents to stand at the buckets and count the points.  When they come back, ask how well they did “who got more than 7,6,5…” 

Transition: Imagine that I was able to successfully complete the task and win the prize.    However, as the one who has successfully won the prize I have the right to give it away as a gift as I please.  What you could not earn, and do not deserve, I can offer to you as a gift.  It is my desire this evening to give this gift away, all you have to do is receive it…(choose an appropriate time to share the prize with the group).

· Tonight we’re going to learn how God’s standard is not good or even great, it is perfect.  By this moral standard, not one of us stands a chance.  Out of the billions of people on the earth, only one person has ever kept God’s laws perfectly.  His name was Jesus.  He won eternal life, and what we did not earn and don’t deserve he offers to us as a gift.  All we have to do is receive it from him by faith.

Transition Curriculum logo: The gospel is a “Truth believed that changes everything”.  The gospel can be summarized in five simple truths:  
1) I am a sinner.
2) God will judge my sin.
3) Jesus was not a sinner.
4) He died for my sins and rose the third day.
5) If I turn from my sin and receive Him, God will save me.  
When God saves us he begins changing our attitudes, character, service, and priorities.  In tonight’s lesson we will turn our attention to better understand this “truth believed that changes everything”.
Worship: I am a (Christian), Countdown song, Hey Man
Transition: Tonight we’re going to start out by teaching the five most important things you need to know before you die.  They are so important that we will review them almost every time we are together for the rest of this year.  Tonight I want to go over a little thing we call the five finger gospel.

1.  I am a sinner (take your thumb and point to yourself as you say, “I am a sinner)
Sword Drill Romans 3:23:

 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
Our Family Fusion Definition for sin is:

Sin is anything we think, say, or do that doesn’t please God. (have them say this and do the motions with you)
Transition: Tonight is brought to you by the number 10.  You have ten toes on your feet, and ten fingers on your hands, your tenth birthday was probably a big deal, We have top ten lists and everyone counts down from 10.  Ten is a really important number.  In fact, to keep things simple, God gave us 10 commandments.  
Teacher Note: Don’t labor any of these too long, make sure they understand the picture and how that reminds us what the command is.

1.  God should be number 1
· See the #1

· God should always be the most important thing in our lives, but many times during a week we lose sight of God and make other things our priority.  Has anyone here ever been selfish?  When we are selfish, we put ourselves first, God should be first, and when we put God first, we will put others first!
2.  Don’t bow down to idols.
· The shape is the #2

· This one may not seem like a big deal to you, but most of the rest of the world worships idols (p.p. illustration).  They bow to figurines that they believe represent “god”.

3.  Don’t dishonor God with your lips.
· The lips form the #3

· We should never use God’s name as a curse word.  His name is holy/special.  And we should only use it with the deepest sense of respect and dignity.
4.  Don’t neglect the things of God.
· The picture forms the #4

· Throughout this year we will have some lessons on priorities, these are things that are important to believers. This one is a little complicated.  In the Old Testament there were a ton of rules that all had to do with helping men to honor God.  In the New Testament we maintain the principle of not neglecting the things of God.—This is the only Commandment that is not restated in the N.T. which is why we teach it as a principle rather than a command.
5.  Honor your father and mother.
· The mom and dad form the #5

· No talking back, no arguing, no rolling your eyes, no disobeying, no ignoring, no pretending that you forgot, no complaining when you’re asked to do something.

6.  Do not murder
· The bomb is shaped like the #6

· Some have wrongly assumed that this means you cannot kill at all ever.  Rather the idea is that we are never to kill out of revenge or convenience (murder).  Life is a precious gift from God.  God grants government the authority to enforce the death penalty on deserving convicted criminals (Gen. 9:6, Ro. 13:4).
7.  Do not commit adultery or Do not be unfaithful to your spouse
· The tear in the heart forms the #7

· We won’t say a lot about this at this time, but when you get married, you must remain faithful to your spouse no matter what!  Married men should only kiss on their wife, married women should only kiss on their husband!  Ask you parents if you have further questions on this.
8.  Do not steal
· The robbers mask forms the #8

· We tend to think that stealing is only stealing if you take something really expensive, but the truth is, stealing is taking what does not belong to us.  Whether big or small.

9.  Do not lie
· The #9 is lying down

· We tend to categorize lies into big lies and small lies.  But God doesn’t do that.  All lying is equally evil to him it is an abomination
!
10. Do not covet
· The picture forms the #10

· Ever see something on t.v. or in a catalog and wish that you had it for yourself.  This is almost impossible not to do.  But God has a name for this and it is called covetousness, and it is sin!—ask if children have ever been to a birthday party and said out loud or inwardly “awwww, I whish I had one of those”?—that’s coveting and God says its wrong.
Transition:

Everybody hold up their ten fingers.  Let’s say that we give you some grace on commandment 2,4, 6, 7.  Is there anyone here who has never broken: 1,3,5,8,9,10.  But Jesus would later explain that anger is equal in God’s eyes to murder so you have to add 6, we’ll leave lust alone for now.  Here’s my point.  What is God’s standard?  Perfection.  Are any of us perfect?  No!  And even if we were good in 9 commandments and we only broke one of them, James 2:10 says that we become guilty of all!  

· Hand scanner illustration: Let’s imagine that God was going to use a hand scanner to let people into heaven.  For each commandment you’ve broken, you lose a finger, only those with perfect 10 get to go in.  You would have not chance.  None of us would.
Transition: What’s the big deal, so I’ve lied, everybody has lied, so I’ve stolen, everyone has stolen before…
2.  God will judge my sin. (keeping your thumb pointed toward you, take your pointer finger and point to God—our hand now makes a pistol (a deadly weapon)
· Hebrews 4:13 “And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.”
· Have you ever done something that you’re glad nobody else saw?  
· Did you know that God sees everything!!
· Did you know we must give account?  
· Transition: This is bad news, but this verse also speaks about the gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  How can Jesus offer us eternal life?  What’s different about Him?
3.  Jesus was not a sinner. (now add your middle finger demonstrating that it is longer/taller…just as Jesus is better than us)
· Imperfect people need a perfect substitute:  ,1 John 3:5 
· Jesus came to fulfill the law (live it out perfectly), he lived life with a perfect ten, but more than just being a perfect ten, he was also willing to die as our substitute. 
4.  Jesus died in for my sin and rose the third day. (now put up the ring finger this pictures the three crosses.  Jesus died on the middle cross, but Jesus also rose on the third day)
· 1 Corinthians 15:3b-4, (1 Peter 3:18)
· His death on the cross was accepted by God as payment for our sin.  Then Jesus rose from the dead to be our savior and helper.  And the power and victory that Jesus won in rising from the dead, he promises to share with all who repent and put their trust in him.

5.  If I turn from my sin and receive Him God will save me. (now put up the pinky and you have an open hand ready to receive)
· Jn. 1:12

· Illustration: using a large object labeled sin, illustrate how we cannot receive Jesus while clinging to our sin.  Another option is to use the word sin and put it in a vase, illustrate that when we grasp sin, we cannot remove our hand from the vase.  In order to be free of the vase, we must let go of sin.

· To turn from sin is to commit treason against sin, to turn one’s back on sin.  If children refuse to take this action, they remain in their sin—must emphasize this!
· This is not an automatic thing. In order for my sin to be forgiven I must accept God’s gift of salvation with a willingness to be changed (repentance).  To do that I might pray something like this: “Dear God, I know that I am a sinner.  I believe that Jesus was innocent and you allowed him to die as my substitute.  I also believe that he is alive and that he will help me live a life that is pleasing to you.  I ask you to be my savior and leader”  Amen.

Discussion questions:

1.  Help each member of your group identify the fact that they are sinners.

2.  Do you believe that God will one day judge sinners for their sin?  (see Ro. 6:23)

3.  What did Jesus do so that sinners can be forgiven?

4.  Why could Jesus be our substitute?  What was different about him?

5.  Ask if there is anyone in your group who is ready to repent and believe.  If they are, lead them in prayer.  If you are uncomfortable with this, seek out a leader.
� Remind the kids of our definition from the “Honesty” lesson.
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