Gospel week 4
The miracle in my heart

Sword Drill: 2 Corinthians 
· Have the children find 2 Corinthians in their Bible.
Blank screen
Learning Activity: 

Bring in an iron and an oven mitt.  Plug in the iron and show with a squirt bottle that it is hot.  Talk about the danger of touching that iron without the protection of the oven mitt.  The oven mitt does not change the heat, and my sensitivity to the heat has not changed, but the presence of the mitt changes my relationship to the heat.  The oven mitt is like a force felid protecting my hand from the full affect of the heat.
Transition Curriculum logo:  The gospel is a “Truth believed that changes everything”.  The gospel can be summarized in five simple truths: 
1) I am a sinner.
2) God will judge my sin.
3) Jesus was not a sinner. 
4) He died for my sins and rose the third day.
5) If I turn from my sin and receive him, God will save me.  
When God saves us he begins changing our attitudes, character, service, and priorities.  In tonight’s lesson we will turn our attention to better understand this “truth believed that changes everything”.
Worship: My Life is in You Lord, Change my heart o God
Blank screen
Sword Drill 2 Corinthians 5:17
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”
Ask: Has everyone seen an x-ray before?  What does and x-ray show?  Ans.  It shows us what things look like under the surface of the skin.  Tonight we are going to look at a verse that explains to us a spiritual surgery that happens in the heart of a person who believes the gospel.
What changes take place in the heart of a believer?
Colossians 2:11-12a
“In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead.”
1.  Invisible spiritual surgery
2.  Surgery performed by Jesus
3.  The surgery removed sin from our spirit

4.  The surgery joins God’s spirit to our spirit. (1 Cor. 6:17)
Or more simply:  Jesus removed sin from your heart and joined your heart to His.
What happened to sin, where did it go?
Romans 7:22-23
For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but I see in my members (body) another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members (body).
· Sin was removed from the spirit, and now dwells in the body.

Clear Screen
Illustration

Before class draw a heart on the palm of one of your hands, then obtain a red glove and a black glove to demonstrate the teaching of Colossians 2:11-12a & Romans 7:22-23:
1.  Sin has been separated from my heart by Jesus…and therefore no longer has a controlling interest. 

· This happens the moment we place our faith in Jesus

2.  The Spirit takes the place once occupied by sin…and is the new controlling interest

3.  Sin remains in the body…and therefore still has influence…Paraphrase Ro. 7
4.  Sin is like a disgruntled lover…and disrupts the fellowship between me and God

· If sin were not there, I would naturally choose to do right all the time, but when I want to do good sin pops up and says  whoooo let’s think about this for a minute.  When I would do good, evil is present with me (Ro. 7:21)
There is a battle in the believer
Galatians 5:17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do.
Ask:  What should we do when this conflict happens?  Do you remember what they tell you to do if you are ever catch yourself on fire: stop, drop, and roll.  Well, I want to teach you three simple steps that you need to remember when you are in the middle of temptation: stop, pray, obey.

1.  Stop…Being sober minded, don’t just keep going, stop, take a minute to think about what is going on.

2.  Pray… (drop to your knees and pray)Ask God to help you be victorious over sin, admit to God your struggle with this.

3.  Obey… (obey and walk away…Joseph illustration) go and do what is right.
The Spirit of God is like the oven mitt from our illustration, it creates a force field protecting us from the full force of our sin, and giving us the opportunity to stop, pray, and obey, before we get “burned by sin”.
Ask: What do you think you would say to God when you are in the middle of being tempted?  What does this prayer sound like?  What happens in our heart if we give into sin?  

· How would our prayer be different if we give in to sin?  What might that sound like.

Give the gospel:
It’s not good enough to know what Jesus can do for me, the gospel does not change anything until it is believed (“a truth believed that changes everything”).  How do we receive him?

Review the Five Finger Gospel (see Gospel wk.3 for review):

1.  I am a sinner.

2.  God will judge my sin.

3.  Jesus was not a sinner.

4.  Jesus died in my place and rose the third day.

5.  If I receive Him God will save me.

· We must be willing to let Jesus change us… willing to listen and obey.

Option: Lead in the sinners prayer: “Heavenly Father, I know that I am a sinner.  I believe that Jesus was not a sinner and that he died in my place for my sin.  I believe that Jesus is alive and that he has the power to change me.  I ask Jesus to come into my heart and cut away my sin and unite his Spirit with mine.  I surrender my life to you, I am willing to listen and obey.  I am willing to be changed.  Amen.”
Discussion Questions:

1.  What kinds of things does sin frequently lead/tempt you to do?

2.  How does being saved change sins relationship to a person?  How is Jesus like a “spiritual force field”?

3.  What did Jesus have to do so that he could be our savior?

4.  Have you ever asked Jesus to save you from your sin?  If no, what keeps you from making this decision?
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