Priorities: Church
Sword Drill: Hebrews
Learning activity: Bring a sack with a bunch of Legos, give each child a handful of Legos and one piece of Mr. Potato Head.  Ask the children to build something and see if they can creatively incorporate their part of Mr. Potato head in their creation.  After giving the kids an opportunity to build something for a few minutes.  Ask:

1.  How did you incorporate your piece?

2.  Was it easy or hard to incorporate your piece?  Why?

3.  Is it easy to see which piece doesn’t belong?

4.  What happens if we collect all the random pieces of Mr. Potato head and put them together?  

Observations:

1. In isolation, the pieces don’t make much sense.
2. In isolation, the pieces don’t fit in with the other toys very well

3. In isolation, the pieces don’t appear to serve much of a purpose

4. But, when you bring the pieces together, they all make sense, fit together, and server a purpose.

Transition Curriculum logo: The gospel is a “Truth believed that changes everything”.  The gospel can be summarized in five simple truths: 1) I am a sinner, 2) God will judge my sin, 3) Jesus was not a sinner, 4) He died for my sins and rose the third day, 5) If I turn from my sin and receive him, God will save me.  When God saves us he begins changing everything about us.  Those changes sometimes can cause us to feel like outsiders in the world.  To address this problem, God designed the church to be a community of like-minded people who work together on mission, ministry, and commitment.  One of the priorities that God creates in us is the importance of our church community.  And just like the other priorities that we have discussed: prayer, scripture, giving, worship…the Christian who neglects the church is not going to be very healthy or strong.
Worship: Be a Missionary, That’s the Christian Life without the church.

Let’s clarify that the church is not the building, but the believing people in a particular location.

Transition: Tonight we’re going to review three purposes of the church (saved people):
1. Mission: (Picture of a soldier in tactical gear.)
The church (gospel/like-minded people) are on a mission.  That mission is to seek and save the lost with the message of the gospel.  Note what Jesus said to his disciples as he sent them out on mission: Matthew 10:16-31 (excerpts)
“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the synagogues. …You will be hated by everyone because of me, …When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. …Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul….Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care. And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.
What does this verse teach us about our mission?  Ans. it is dangerous, challenging, and costly.
2. Ministry (picture of military base)
What are some things a weary soldier might want when he returns back to base?  Give the kids a chance to answer.  Then lead them to these kinds of answers:

· The church gathering is like a base on a battlefield.  At the base, he can come to be refreshed and refined in his skills, tell his stories, seek help, get nourishment, and feel the love of friends.  That’s kind of like what the church gathering should be, a base in the midst of a battlefield.
Ministry is what we do to encourage each other to “be, all that we can be!”
1 Peter 4:10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace:
· Some will teach, others encourage, others help, others give, others correct, others organize…
3. Commitment
I want you to imagine the tired, weary, wounded soldier as he returns from six days on the battle field, as he enters the gate of the base, nobody is there to welcome him in, no food is cooked because the cooks took the day off to play volley ball, his wounds are bad, so he heads to the first aid tent, but there’s only one doctor because the other doctors were away on vacation, and the nurses over slept because of a late night party the night before, so, he heads to the shower facility, only to find that there’s no hot water because the guy responsible for the hot water had to cover for the guy at the main gate who had taken the day off because of his allergies.  How do you think the soldier would feel?  Do you think his time at base will be restful and helpful?
Sword Drill: Hebrews 10:25
“not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”
What commitment does this verse call us to?  Ans. Attendance
As our weary soldier returns to base, surely we will want to hear his story and share our own.  The stories might contain both victories and challenges.  What can these stories shared between Christian soldiers motivate us to do for each other?  Ask for a response.  Then share the verse and see if the kids can answer the question.
Ephesians 6:18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,
What commitment does this verse call us to?  Ans. Prayer
· As we talk with one another, these are opportunities for us to learn how to pray for each other and follow up with each other.
There is one more commitment we will discuss this evening:

1 Corinthians 16:1-2 Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made.
What commitment does this verse call us to?  Ans. Giving
· If we don’t give to support the mission and the ministry of the church, then who will?  Our giving ensures that the mission can continue with well-trained people who are well supported by their local church.
Discussion Questions:

1.  If the church is not the building, then what is it?

2.  From our lesson tonight, what should be the mission of the church?

3.  What are some commitments that Christians should make to their local church?
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