Priorities: Prayer

Sword Drill: 1 Thessalonians
· Have the children identify where this is in the Bible.

Learning Activity
What would you be willing to live without for 30 days for $30,000?
1.  How many of you would eat only rice and egg whites and water?

2.  How many of you would give up t.v., radio, internet, media of any kind?

3.  How many of you would take cold showers?

4.  How many of you would be willing to spend 30 days in jail?

5.  How many of you would wear a blind fold for 30 days?
6.  How many of you would give up hearing?

7.  How many would live in a card board box for 30 days?

8.  How many would be willing to wear the same clothes without washing them and without explanation for the next 30 days?
The point: 
· We can all agree that to do any of these things for 30 days would not be fun, but what if we changed the question? Could you give these things up to save your life?
Transition:

Tonight I’m going to introduce you to a Bible character who was told to give something up for 30 days or he would lose his life.  This Bible character chose death!  What do you think could be so important that one would be unwilling to live without it for 30 days? (allow kids to raise hands, call on younger students first)  Ans.  Daniel would not give up prayer for 30 days under penalty of death!
Transition: Daniel models for us the important place that prayer should have in all of our lives.  Explain Daniel 6:1-9

· King Darius loved Daniel

· Daniel was about to be promoted to second in command

· Other leaders were jealous of Daniel

· They looked for ways to destroy his reputation but could find nothing
· They created a law and convinced the king to sign it
Read:

· 6:10 (Picture) Daniel would not stop praying
· 6:16-17 (Picture) Daniel was thrown into the pit
· 6:20-22 (Picture) Daniel’s life was spared
Transition Curriculum logo: The gospel is a “Truth believed that changes everything”.  The gospel can be summarized in five simple truths: (Refer to Five finger gospel lesson) 
1) I am a sinner
2) God will judge my sin
3) Jesus was not a sinner
4) He died for my sins and rose the third day
5) if I turn from my sin and receive him, God will save me.  
When God saves us he begins changing our attitudes, character, service, and priorities.  In tonight’s lesson we will turn our attention to priorities.  God changes the things that are important to us.  They may not feel important immediately, but as we practice these priorities, they grow to become precious to us.
OPTIONAL: Might want to reference the plants that were planted during week 1 of priorities to illustrate how growth happens by a steady diet of a few specific things—Christians grow by a steady diet of a few specific things.

Worship: Nothing is too difficult for Thee, As the Deer (Daniel’s heart attitude)
Sword Drill: 1 Thessalonians 5:17

“Pray without ceasing.”
· What does it mean to pray without “ceasing”? (give younger students the chance to guess, direct their attention to the stop sign hint) 

Three reasons prayer should be so important to us:

1. Builds relationship with God. 

a. Ps. 145:18 The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. (note the picture, Daniel prayed to know God)
2. Brings God’s peace.
a. Philip. 4:6-7 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer …let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, … will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (note the picture, Daniel experienced peace from God)
3. Brings God’s help. 
a. Heb. 4:16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (note the picture, Daniel received help from God).
The Five R’s of prayer
· These are five tips that will help you to grow in the priority of prayer.

Respect:  

· Jesus instructed his disciples to address God as, “Our Father”, God is kind of like his first name and just as we don’t call our own father by their first name, we should be careful when calling God by his direct name.

· These are some of the most powerful words we can speak, for when we say these words, the God of Heaven gives his undivided attention to what you are saying.  This demands our attention and respect as we pray!

Repent:
· Because God is holy, we should begin our talks with him by confessing and forsaking any known sin.  

· Sin breaks fellowship with God, and when ignored, it puts distance between us and God.  It’s the same way with people, its hard to be close to someone you have wronged without asking forgiveness.  Even more so with God!
Remember:
· Our life will at times not make sense to us.  It is in those times that we must remember who God is, what he is like.

· We can always look to the cross to remember how much God loves us.  God is always for his children, not against his children.  Even in discipline or testing…he is for us!
Request:
· Ask God to do the things you are not able to do.  Often the application of  our lessons is, ask God for help (poor in spirit—“to know I always need God’s help”).
· Be specific, watch for his answers.  Avoid praying the, “bless me” prayers.  Instead, consider what would be a blessing and ask God to do that.
Rest:
· When you have honored God with respect, confessed and forsaken known sin, remembered his character and ways of the past, and requested His help with things that are out of your control, the end result is REST.

Discussion Questions:
1.  When do you typically pray?  What other times should/could you pray?

2.  Practice making a list of specific requests.
3.  Consider the “R’s” of prayer: Which do you practice most often, which do you neglect?
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